


Cher i sh ing  the E n v i r o n m e n t  

Shortly before International 

Children's Day, a special art 

exhibition was held in the 

China Art Gallery in Beijing. 

The works by 100 female 

painters and 100 children 

f rom the city focused  on 

environmental protection. In 

front of a piece of work called 

White Ghost, made of plastic 

wast e bags, a mother tells her 

d a u g h t e r  to che r i s h  the 

environment. 

Xie  J iahua  
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La Oficina de Tel~grafos de Beijing es, 
ademfis del mayor centro de servicios de 
telecomunicacinnes digitales de China, el 
centro de informaci6n de redes de Beijing. 
Esta oficina proporciona los siguientes 
servicios: intereambios de grupos de redes 
de computadoras  163 y 169, correo 
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30 Years of Development in Space Technology: Beginning with the 
Dongfanghong-1 satellite and ending with the Shenzhou spacecraft, China's 
space industry has undergone 30 years of development, and its satellite devel- 
opment technology has become increasingly mature and reliable. The country is 
now putting a greater focus on the application of satellites, p.12 

Western Region Development:  Ten Projects Scheduled for 
2000: The western region development is now in furl swing. The Chinese 
Government has decided to undertake 10 projects in the western region in 2000. 
These projects focus mainly on infrastructure and ecological construction, p.17 
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FOCUS 

President Urges Technological Innovation 

C 
hinese President Jiang Zemin 
urged a conference of schol- 
ars to launch a new wave of 

scientific and technological progress 
and innovation. 

Jiang said efforts should be 
increased to carry out the strategy of 
revitalizing China by relying on sci- 
ence, education and sustainable 
development, building a system of 
innovation, promoting scientific and 
technological innovation, speeding 
up industrialization of new and high 
technology, accelerating reforms of 
the existing scientific system and 
applying research results to produc- 
tion in the shortest possible time. 

The president made these remarks 
at the Conference of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the 
Chinese Academy of Engineering 
held on June 5 in the Great Hall of 
the People. 

People in the scientific and tech- 
nological circles should promote the 
spirit of science, noted Jiang. The 
spirit of drawing truth from facts and 
adventure will be advocated in all 
trades. 

"A breakthrough has been made in 
science and technology around the 
globe. Modern science characterized 
by information and life science is 
advancing by leaps and bounds. We 
are being confronted with rare devel- 

opment opportunities and 
formidable challenges. 
Under the circumstance of 
multi-polarization and eco- 
nomic globalization, China 

~ must accelerate its scientific 
progress and innovation," 
he said. 

; ~  ..... :: The role of scientists is 
very important in scientific 

and technological development, he 
added, stressing that the essence of 
science is innovation. 

The president urged Chinese sci- 
entists to follow the world trends, 
firmly grasp key scientific issues that 
are of strategic importance to China's 
economic, scientific and defense 
development, and rely on their own 
instincts. 

The most important things in pur- 
suing Marxism are to adhere to the 
scientific principle and spirit of 
Marxism, be skilled at discovering 
new things as conditions change, and 
gain useful experience, he said. 

Leading officials, especially high- 
ranking officials, should take the lead 
in studying scientific knowledge and 
apply it to their daily work. Officials 
should consider the opinions and 
suggestions of scientists and engi- 
neers and take their opinions as refer- 
ence before they make decisions on 
scientific and technical issues, Jiang 
said. 

Scientific development requires 
the training of a large body of young 
technical personnel, and leading offi- 
cials should create favorable condi- 
tions for this purpose, he added. • 

U XUEREN 
President 
J iang Zemin 
giving a 
speech at  the 
Conference of 
the Chinese 
Academy of 
Sciences and 
the Chinese 
Academy of 
Engineering. 
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W E E K L Y  W A T C H  

China, Moldova Support Each 
Other in Fighting Separatists 

p resident Jiang Zemin and his 
Moldovan counterpart, Petru 
Lucinschi, agreed to back 

each other's efforts to fight separatist 
forces. 

For China, renegades in Taiwan 
are the separatists seeking indepen- 
dence. For Moldova, the Transdnestr 
region in the eastern part of the nation 
is pushing for international recogni- 
tion of its independence and is 
demanding equal status at talks with 
Moldova. 

President Jiang said that China 
and Moldova understand and support 
each other's efforts to consolidate 
state independence and sovereignty. 
He added that Moldova is a trustwor- 
thy friend and noted that China supports Moldova's 
efforts to end the disputes in its eastern region. 

Moldova will not establish any official ties with 
Taiwan, President Lucinschi stressed. It opposes 
Taiwan's entry into any international organization in 
which only sovereign states are entitled to become mem- 
bers and participate in activities. 

Jiang said China and Moldova have maintained good 
political relations since the establishment of diplomatic 
ties in 1992. There is still much potential for future co- 
operation in trade and economic matters, he said. 

LIU IIANGUO 
President Jiang Zemin greeting Moldovan President Petru Lueinsehi on June 7 in Beijing. 

In a joint statement, both sides reiterated that they 
will strengthen cooperation in international organiza- 
tions, especially the United Nations, on the basis of 
equal sovereignty. 

President Lucinschi visited China June 7-12 at the 
invitation of Chinese President Jiang Zemin. After their 
meeting on June 7, Jiang and Lucinschi signed three 
agreements on cooperation in public health and medical 
science, prevention of tax evasion and double taxation, 
and civil aviation. • 

Popular Science Books 
Published 

T 
he first two sets of books in a 
popular science series written 
by 176 academicians from the 

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) 
and the Chinese Academy of 
Engineering (CAE) were recently 
published. 

In his preface to the series, 
President Jiang Zemin noted that 
publishing high-quality popular sci- 
ence books is vital to promoting the 
quality of science and education in 
China. 

The series comprises 50 books 
written by prominent scientists such 
as Nobel Prize winner T.D. Lee, the 
late scientist Wang Ganchang, and 
CAS Vice-President Bai Chunli. 

At the books' release conference 

on June 4, CAS President Lu 
Yongxiang said that science popular- 
ization is crucial to the country's 
invigoration. 

The completed series will include 
175 books focusing on the most 
advanced theories and issues related 
to economic construction and social 
development. 

Work on the books was started by 
CAS and CAE scholars in 1998. 

City Informationization 
Forum Opens in Shanghai 

T 
he high-level forum on city 
informationization in the 
Asia-Pacific Region that 

opened on June 5 attracted 650 dele- 
gates, including officials from UN 
organizations, decision-makers from 
over 40 cities in the Asia-Pacific 

region, Chinese and overseas special- 
ists and relevant Chinese government 
officials. 

Both UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan and Chinese Vice-Premier Wu 
Bangguo sent congratulations to the 
forum, which was jointly held by 
UN, UNDR the Shanghai Municipal 
Government, the Chinese 
Information Ministry and the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

Topics on the development of the 
information industry, the application 
of information technology, 
exchanges and cooperation in the 
field of city informationization were 
discussed in the forum. 

The forum also saw the signing of 
the "Shanghai Manifesto," which 
aims to promote city informationiza- 
tion in the Asia-Pacific region. • 
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W E E K L Y  WATCH 

Jiang Pays Tribute to 
President Assad 

C 
hinese President Jiang 
Zemin paid tribute to 
Syrian President Hafez al- 

Assad on June 11, describing him 
as an "outstanding leader." 

In a message to Assad's son, 
Bashar al-Assad, Jiang said that 
President Assad dedicated his 
entire life to Syria's prosperity 
and his people's well-being. 

Jiang gave his heart-felt condo- 
lences on behalf of the Chinese 
Government and people to Bashar 
al-Assadand and the Syrian peo- 
ple. 

• "His death is a great loss to 
both Syria and China. China has 
lost a deeply respected friend." 
Jiang said. 

Assad died of a heart attack on 
June 10 at the age of 70. 
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A portrait  of President Hafez al-Assad hung on the street by a worker. 

PLA Officers and Men 
Give Blood in HK 

S 
ome 400 officers 
and soldiers of the 
Hong Kong 

Garrison donated blood for 
Hong Kong residents on 
June 7 at the Hospital of 
Gun Club Hill Barracks. 

Sponsored by the 
Barracks Hospital and the 
Hong Kong Red Cross 
Blood Transfusion Service, 
this donation is the third 
since PLA troops were sta- 
tioned in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative 
Region in 1997. 

"The PLA ,troops con- 
tribute the most donors and 
offer the largest amount of 
blood in Hong Kong every 
year," said Dr. Lin Che Kit, 
Hospital Chief Executive of 
the Hong Kong Red Cross 
Blood Transfusion Service. 
"It is not easy to organize 

more than 400 people to give blood 
so efficiently." 

Zhou Borong, Deputy 
Commander of the PLA Hong Kong 

Garrison, said that the PLA officers 
and soldiers all regard blood donation 
to be their duty in dedicating their 
love to the local community. [] 
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W E E K L Y  W A T C H  

Earthquake Strikes 
Gansu 

n earthquake measuring 
5.9 on the Richter Scale 
olted an area between 

Jingtai and Baiyin counties in 
northwest China 's  Gansu 
Province at 18:59 on June 6, 
according to China's earthquake 
monitoring network. 

The epicenter was located at 
37.1 degrees north latitude and 
104 degrees east longitude. The 
tremor was felt in surrounding 
counties and cities including 
Lanzhou, the capital of the 
Province. 

Some earthen brick houses 
collapsed and communication 
with some villages has been bro- 
ken off. 

No information on the num- 
ber of casualties was available. 

Flood Kills 36 
In Northwest China 

D 
evastating floods in the 
counties of Dangchang 
and Minxian in Gansu 

Province killed 36 people and 
left thousands homeless on May 
31. 

The worst flood in 150 years 
destroyed 1,345 houses and 
affected 180,000 people in the 
two counties 400 km from the 
provincial capital of Lanzhou, 
according to the provincial dis- 
aster-relief group. 

Direct economic losses were 
estimated at 178 million yuan 
(US$21.45 million). 

The provincial government 
has mobilized 5 million yuan 
(US$602,400), 800 quilts, 
10,000 items of clothing, 120 
tents and other disaster-relief 
materials for flood victims. 

No cases of epidemic illness- 
es have been reported in the 
flooding area so far. • 

Global Cooperation in Environmental Protection 

C 
hinese Premier Zhu Rongji called for global efforts to fight 
the serious pollution problems and ecological deteriora- 
tion facing all mankind. 

In a historic proposal for coordination between global environ- 
mental protection and economic development, Zhu noted that it is 
the common aspiration of all nations to have a better environment 
and a better future. 

Zhu made these remarks in a nationwide televised address on 
the eve of the World Environment Day--June  5. 

"'Ecological destruction and environmental pollution poses a 
serious threat to the subsistence and development of mankind. 
Solving these problems has become an important mission that can 
not afford any delay," be said. 

The premier called for the peoples of all nations to join hands 
in protecting the Earth--our  common homeland. 

He said the Chinese Government has attached great importance 
to protecting the environment and has drawn up a series of laws, 
regulations and measures for this purpose. 

Positive progress has been made as a result of  China's unremit- 
ting efforts toward environmental protection and ecological con- 
struct~on along with economic restructuring in recent years, the 
premier said. 

However. he said, "'we must be aware that the country's envi- 
ronmental pollution is still serious and that ecological deterioration 
has not yet been brought under control." 

Noting that the sandstorms that hit many parts of the country 
repeatedly this year should be taken as a warning for the entire 
Chinese nation, Zhu said, "It is a long-term and arduous task for us 
to protect the ecology and improve the environment." 

China will face greater pressure and challenges in environmen- 
tal protection as it marches towards the third-stage strategic goal of 
its modernization drive, he said. 

"We must earnestly implement our sustainable development 
strategy and put greater efforts toward environmental protection 
and ecological construction," Zhu said. 

China will rely on science and technology and increase invest- 
ments for conserving water and soil, curbing environmental pollu- 
tion, and improving the country's ecological environment through 
efforts under a national plan to plant more trees and grass. 

"We believe that, through the hard work and unremitting efforts 
of the Chinese people, the rivers and lakes across China will 
become cleaner, the sky clearer and the landscape in the country 
more beautiful," the premier noted. 

Zhu also promised that the Chinese Government will continue 
to adhere to the principles concerning international environmental 
cooperation, actively join the international community in solving 
global environmental problems, and carry out related international 
environmental conventions so as to make due contributions to pro- 
tecting the global environment. • 
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XINHUA/AFP 
Vladimir Putin meeting with President Bill Clinton in Moscow. 

Clinton to Europe: 
A Symbolic Tour 

by Xiao Li 

U 
.S. President Bill Clinton began 
his European tour on May 30. In 
the following eight days, he visit- 
ed Portugal, Germany, Russia 

and Ukraine. This was Clinton's last and most 
important visit before his departure from the 
White House in January 2001. 

Clinton had two major goals regarding the 
economy and international security for his 
visit. One was to resolve the U.S.-European 
trade conflict; the other was to gain conces- 
sions and confirmation for the National Missile 
Defense (NMD) system from Russia. 
However, according to his two assistants, 
these two issues did not see any break- 
throughs. 

The U.S.-EU summit held in Portugal was 
the economic arena for Clinton's visit. In 
recent years, trade between the United States 
and the European Union developed rapidly. 
Last year, the trade volume between the two 
sides hit US$450 billion and the mutual invest- 
ment volume broke US$1,000 billion. From 
1994 to 1998, U.S. investment in Europe grew 
sevenfold. However, with the enhancement of 
economic cooperation, the trade conflicts 
between them also increased. The EU coun- 
tries also hoped that their trade conflicts with 
the United States would be solved at the sum- 
mit, within the framework of a multilateral trade 

system of the World Trade Organization. They 
oppose the one-sided sanctions by the United 
States and wished to avoid a "trade war" 
across the Atlantic Ocean. For this purpose, 
both sides decided to open a new round of 
multilateral negotiations by the end of the year 
to diminish trade conflicts. 

The United States' persistence in develop- 
ing the NMD system was criticized by each 
country Clinton visited. The EU countries are 
worried about Washington's plan to distribute 
the NMD system and U.S. preparations to alter 
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) of 1972, 
fearing that this might endanger the interna- 
tional community's efforts to prevent nuclear 
proliferation and stop the arms race. In one of 
his speeches, French President Jacques 
Chirac pointed out that any attempt to weaken 
the international arms control mechanism will 
destroy world peace and stability. The EU 
countries disapproved of the United States' 
not listening to the objections of other coun- 
tries, and the latter threatened that there 
would be no consultations, only notifications. 

In Germany, Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder expressed his worry over the 
United States' development of the NMD sys- 
tem, saying that this could spark a new round 
of the global arms race. He pointed out that 
the United States should take its security part- 
ners into consideration, since the impact of the 
program will go well beyond the United States. 

During June 3-5, Clinton paid a working 

G L O B A L  O B S E R V E R  

visit to Russia. This was Clinton's last visit to 
Moscow during his stay in office and his first 
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
since the latter was sworn in. They exchanged 
views on strategic stability, nuclear disarma- 
ment, bilateral ties, regional conflicts, environ- 
ment protection and economic cooperation, 
reaching some consensus and signing a joint 
statement on the principle of strategic stability 
and other documents. However, no substantial 
progress was made on the key issue of 
nuclear disarmament. 

Clinton had two main aims for his Russia 
visit. First, Clinton wanted to persuade Russia 
to agree to the modification of the ABM, there- 
by promoting the establishment of the NMD 
system and allowing him to leave a "rich her- 
itage" to his successor; second, Clinton 
wished to restore the relationship between the 
two countries, which had cooled during the 
Kosovo War, to a level of partnership, so that 
he could counterattack the Republican accu- 
sations regarding his Russia policy. Clinton did 
not achieve his goals at this summit. 

Analysts said that this interaction revealed 
the United States' position toward Putin's 
diplomacy. Different from Clinton, who will 
soon say good-bye to the White House, the 
newly elected president Putin is enormously 
proud of his success. Naturally, he wishes to 
express his firm stand on arms control. 
Russians cherished illusions about Clinton 
when he was first elected President, hoping 
that he would help Russia shorten the gap 
between it and Western developed countries. 
Today, however, two thirds of Russians do not 
trust the United States. Many even think that 
U.S.-Russian relationship is only half a step 
away from the Cold War. From a series of 
Putin's diplomatic activities, people see that 
Russia has reduced enthusiasm toward the 
United States. The Washington's position as a 
diplomatic center ended in the mid 1990s. 

However, Putin gave a positive evaluation 
to the Russia-U.S. Summit. "The summit not 
only confirmed the high standard of our rela- 
tions, but also consolidated the trends in our 
relations for the near future;' he said. Clinton 
said that the United States will continue to 
develop relations with Russia and support 
Putin's economic reform plan. 

On the afternoon of June 5, Clinton visited 
Kiev, capital of Ukraine, the last stop on his 
European tour. He stayed there for only six 
hours, but achieved unexpected results. 
Before his visit, public opinion was that he was 
only making a demonstrative tour. However, 
when he was in Ukraine, Ukrainian President 
Leonid D. Kuchma took the opportunity of 
World Environment Day to formally declare 
that the country is closing the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant on December 15 this year. 
This not only realized Western countries' wish- 
es for dozens of years, but also gave meaning 
to Clinton's visit. • 

8 BEIJING REVIEW, JUNE 19, 2000 



G L O B A L  O B S E R V E R  

The Confusing Coup D'etat in Fiji 
by Xiao Zhou 

O 
n the morning of May 19 a coup 
d'etat took place in Fiji, an island 
in the South Pacific that had 
always before been tranquil. A 

gang of gunmen, led by a frustrated business- 
man named George Speight, stormed into 
Fiji's parliamentary compound and took Prime 
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry and the other 44 
members of the Cabinet and the Parliament 
hostage, and announced the establishment of 
a new government. Former President 
Kamisese Mara immediately delivered a 
speech condemning the illegal coup, and 
declared the entire country to be in a state of 
emergency. The military announced its loyalty 
to Mara. Initially, the situation seemed to be an 
ordinary coup, and it was assumed that the 
rebels would not be able to maintain their posi- 
tion for long. However, the ensuing develop- 
ments took many people by surprise. 

The situation began to reverse on May 25, 
when former Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, 
now Chairman of the Great Council of the 
Chiefs, which has great influence over the 
Fijian political situation, announced that the 
Council would agree to the requirements of 
Speight, and appealed for the establishment of 
an interim government to ensure aboriginal 
control of the state. The council even suggest- 
ed that Chaudhry leave office so that Speight 
would release the hostages, including 
Chaudhry himself. 

Then, former President Mara suddenly 
promised to remit Speight and his partners 
after they released the hostages. He even 
expressed agreement to Speight's requirement 
of amending the constitution. However, 
Speight didn't show interest in Mara's conces- 
sions. He insisted that Mara leave office and 

announced that he himself would take over all 
power of the state. Mara, as president of the 
country, could do nothing but resign on the 
evening of May 29. At the same time, 
Commodore Frank Bainimarama declared that 
he would take over the regime and put the 
entire country under military control. He also 
revealed his intentions to negotiate with 
Speight in dealing with the hostage crisis. 
However, although the military government 
promised to pardon Speight and his partners, 
Speight wouldn't concede, and required that 
his supporters be part of the future civil gov- 
ernment. 

How could Speight be so powerful as to 
allow him to bargain with the president and the 
military government? Why did the president 
and military government have no other method 
of dealing with the criminals than repeatedly 
making concessions? This situation is 
extremely surprising. However, an even more 
amazing sight can be witnessed on the streets 
of Suva, capital of Fiji. Speight, the leader of 
the coup, can enter and leave the 
Parliamentary Compound freely, without any 
threat. He can deliver speeches on the street 
before large crowds, and can travel around 
Suva in police cars on inspection tours. 

This coup is somehow different from oth- 
ers. The entire situation is complicated and 
confusing, with ethnic conflicts, political strug- 
gles and personal resentment mixed together. 
However, sorting through this complicated phe- 
nomenon reveals that ethnic conflicts are the 
source of this Fiji coup. 

The native Fiji people lived on this island 
for generations. At the end of the 19th century, 
the British shipped many Indians from its 
densely populated colony to the island as con- 
tract labors to grow sugar cane. The Indian 
laborers, who had their own culture and reli- 
gion, couldn't blend into the native culture, and 

PROVIDED BY XINHUA 

Coup leader George Speight is about to travel on inspection tour in a police car. 

neither could their descendants. At present, 
while the Indians control Fiji's economy, their 
political status is extremely low. The natives, as 
the majority of the population, have political 
superiority, but resent their economic inferiori- 
ty. The political struggle between the two eth- 
nic groups has existed throughout the history 
of Fiji, ever since it gained its independence. 

When Chaudhry came into power as the 
first Indian Prime Minister in Fiji's history, the 
internal struggle became more intense. When 
the Chaudhry government began carrying out 
pro-Indian policies, the conflicts between the 
natives and the local Indian population were 
aggravated. The natives criticized the Indians 
monopoly over national economic lifelines, 
which they felt undermined the Fijian's inter- 
ests. Over the past several months, Fijians 
held demonstrations to protest Indians who 
held major posts in the government. The coup 
d'etat staged by Speight pandered to the 
antagonism the natives held toward the 
Indians. This is why the military spokesman 
said: 'q-he coup d'etat is not a blatant crime, 
but a mistake made for political reasons. They 
command strong political support." It was 
reported that the military government has 
decided to amend the constitution to restrict 
Indians' political opportunities. As a result, Fiji 
will return to the same state of racial inequality 
as in the period of the Rabuka regime. 

The Fijian coup has aroused the deep con- 
cern of the international society. New Zealand, 
Great Britain and India have condemned the 
coup leader. Australia and New Zealand have 
decided to take sanctions against Fiji. In addi- 
tion, the commonwealth has again suspended 
Fiji from the organization. Fiji may once again 
be reduced to be an orphan in international 
society. Regardless, Speight isn't taking any of 
this into consideration. He upholds the banner 
of safeguarding natives' rights to seek person- 
al political ambition. Because of this, the mili- 
tary government has to cooperate with Speight 
in order to satisfy the natives. However, since 
the military government can't afford to simply 
ignore the voice of the international society, the 
concessions it makes must be limited. 

The military government maintained its 
promise to pardon the criminals of the coup in 
the recent ultimatum, but showed toughness 
the first time since the coup took place. At pre- 
sent, the military regime should first address 
the hostage crisis and lead the country to 
peace and stability. However, it is not clear 
weather the military will continue the peaceful 
negotiations with Speight or resort to force. 

Since the coup d'etat is related to ethnic 
conflicts and the natives support Speight's 
requirements, the coup might be made legiti- 
mate. On the other hand, the Indians, who 
account for 44% of the Fijian population, will 
not give up their struggle for equal political 
opportunities. At present, the Fijian situation is 
full of unstable factors. • 
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The Situation in South Lebanon 
After the Israeli Withdrawal 

by Xiao Zhou 

T 
he last Israeli soldier's withdrawal 
from South Lebanon at 6:42 in the 
morning on May 24 marked the 
end of 22 years of Israeli occupa- 

tion in this area. 
Israel invaded Lebanon in 1978 and 1982 

under the pretext of fighting the Palestinian 
guerrilla in Lebanon. In 1985, Israel set up an 
850-square-km "security zone" in South 
Lebanon as a strategic buffer, where it built 22 
fortifications, stationed 155 Israeli soldiers and 
officials, and commanded pro-Israeli South 
Lebanese troops numbering over 3000. 
However, the "security zone" was not secure. 
For many years, the Israeli troops were vigor- 
ously attacked by armed forces led by 
Hezbollah, and many were killed or injured. In 
order to pull out of this "death marshland," the 
Israeli Government planned to withdraw its 
troops from South Lebanon before July 7. The 
Israeli troops began to prepare for their with- 
drawal at the beginning of May, rearranging 
the pro-Israel South Lebanon troops and grad- 
ually delivering the sentry posts to the troops. 
Unexpectedly, the armed forces led by the 
Lebanese Hezbollah assaulted the "security 
zone" and seized the sentry posts. As a result, 
the Israeli troops had to complete their with- 
drawal in haste. 

XINHUA/AFP 
Israeli soldiers are carrying artillery shells to the new 
sentry posts at the Lebanon-Israel border. 

Israeli occupation of South Lebanon had 
always been a point of focus in the Middle 
East. Armed conflicts periodically broke out 
ever since Israel set up its "security zone," and 
many Lebanese and Israeli soldiers lost their 
lives. This deepened the hostility between the 
two peoples. Many hope that the withdrawal of 
Israeli troops will end the tragedy in South 
Lebanon, pave the way for peace in the area, 
and promote peaceful negotiations in the 
Middle East. However, as there are still some 
differences between Israel and Lebanon 
regarding the unilateral withdrawal of the 
Israeli troops, many complicated problems 
have yet to be tackled, and will pose a consid- 
erable challenge to the two governments. 

The present South Lebanon can be com- 
pared to a barrel of gunpowder. Israeli troops 
attempted to destroy all fortifications, equip- 
ment and weapons during their withdrawal. 
However, due to their haste, a great deal of 
weapons and artillery were left, and could be 
collected by the guerrilla led by Hezbollah. 
These collected weapons and artillery could 
be used to attack the Israeli border. 

It was reported that 130,000 mines were 
planted throughout Lebanon, concentrated 
mainly in South Lebanon. Over more than 20 
years, thousands of people died from land 
mines. After the Israeli withdrawal, accidents 
resulting from exploded land mines continued 
to occur. On May 28, two vehicles exploded in 

a sudden blast as they drove 
along a road in South 

: Lebanon. Two children were 
killed and six were injured. The 
United Nation has requested 
that Israel map out the mines 
they planted as soon as possi- 
ble in order to help Lebanese 
troops remove the mines. 

The villages and towns that 
had been occupied by Israel 
have now been taken over by 
Hezbollah and the "Amal" 
Movement. South Lebanon 
houses people of a variety of 
religious sects. At present, 
clashes between Muslims and 
Protestants have broken out, 
leading to many deaths and 
injuries. South Lebanon is now 
in anarchy, with fighting and 
looting everywhere. On May 
28, a Protestant was shot to 
death. 

Furthermore, many prob- 

lems between Israel and Lebanon remain 
unresolved due to Israel's unilateral withdraw- 
al of troops, carried out without mutual agree- 
ment. The frontier delimitation is 
still controversial. Four thousand armed 
Palestinians still live in Lebanon, and are 
thought of as a 'time bomb." The Lebanese 
government insists that Israel compensate 
US$70 billion for Lebanese losses resulting 
from the war. Lebanon will punish members of 
the pro-Israel South Lebanese troops, as well 
as the soldiers' families, both those staying in 
Lebanon and those fleeing to Israel. These are 
problems that must be addressed by both 
sides. The most significant problem is that 
South Lebanon's economy has been closely 
connected to Israel's for over 20 years. Now 
almost all of its infrastructure, including its 
water and power departments, is linked to 
Israel's. As a result, South Lebanon's econo- 
my is still controlled by Israel. 

The Lebanese government opposed the 
unilateral withdrawal of Israeli troops. It had 
expected that the Israeli withdrawal would be 
discussed in a peaceful negotiation framework 
between Syria, Lebanon and Israel. Since an 
agreement was not reached, Lebanese troops 
will not garrison the area to safeguard the 
Lebanon-Israeli border. Consequently, the 
guerrilla army led by Hezbollah and the "Amat 
Movement" can move about freely in the area, 
threatening the Israeli border. Many Lebanese 
are worried about the possibility of Israel 
reacting to the violent assaults by Hezbollah 
with large-scale revenge. Therefore, many 
Lebanese are now selling Lebanese pounds in 
large quantities in order to purchase US dol- 
lars. 

At present, the United Nation's Interim 
Forces in Lebanon (UNIFIL) has begun to 
enter the area Israel just left. UNIFIL has gar- 
risoned in Lebanon since 1978 in compliance 
with Resolution 425 of the Security Council of 
the United Union. The forces now number 
4513, which will increase to 7935 according to 
a recent resolution of the Security Council. 
The major duties of UNIFIL are to maintain 
peace and stability between Israel and 
Lebanon. Furthermore, it is the Lebanese gov- 
ernment's duty to safeguard public security in 
South Lebanon. 

It can be concluded from the current situa- 
tion that the withdrawal of Israeli troops does 
not mean the realization of peace in the area. 
In fact, the situation in South Lebanon is still in 
anarchy and turmoil. Armed clashes spring up 
at any time initiated by any number of unstable 
factors. With the help of UNIFIL, the unstable 
factors may be contained for the time being. 
However, the region's long-lasting peace and 
stability requires the great efforts of Israel, 
Lebanon and the neighboring Arabian coun- 
tries in the spirit of mutual understanding, trust 
and concessions. • 
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Foreign Ministry News Briefings 
A n  t the regularly scheduled 

ministry news briefings 
June 6 and 8, Chinese 

oreign Ministry Spokes- 
woman Zhang Qiyue announced that, at 
the invitation of the parliaments and 
governments of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, the Republic of Slovenia, 
the Republic of Croatia, the Republic of 
Slovakia, the Republic of Azerbaijan 
and the Republic of Ukraine, Chairman 
Li Peng of the Standing Committee of 
the National People's Congress will pay 
an official goodwill visit to the above- 
mentioned six countries from June 11 to 
26. During his visit, Chairman Li Peng 
will have extensive contact with the 
leaders, members of the parliaments, 
and people from all walks of life in the 
six countries, so as to advance the sound 
and stable development of relations 
between China and these countries in 
the spirit of promoting understanding, 
enhancing trust, strengthening friend- 
ship and deepening cooperation. 

At the invitation of President Jiang 
Zemin, President Festus Mogae of the 
Republic of Botswana will pay a state 
visit to China from June 12 to 17. The 
leaders of the two countries will 
exchange views on bilateral relations 
and issues of common interest. 

The spokeswoman then answered 
reporters' questions. 

Q: What is your comment on the 
peace process of the Middle East and 
the Israeli withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon? 

: China is very concerned about the 
eace process in the Middle East 

and the situation in Lebanon. We hope 
that the new development in Lebanon 
will promote the comprehensive devel- 
opment of the Middle East peace talks. 
We also hope that the concerned parties 
take effective measures to guarantee the 
stability of this region and create condi- 
tions for realizing comprehensive peace 
in this region as soon as possible. We 
hope that the relevant countries earnest- 
ly follow UN relevant resolutions and 
continuously strive for the comprehen- 
sive development of the Middle East 
peace process on the basis of the basic 
principle of land for peace in a pragmat- 
ic and flexible spirit. 

Q: How much aid did China pro- 
vide to the Democratic Peoples' 
Republic of Korea (DPRK) during 

General Secretary Kim Jong ll's 
recent visit to China? 

~k~ China and the DPRK are friendly 
eighbors. The two countries have 

maintained friendly cooperative ties. We 
feel that continuing to 
develop these relations 
conforms to the fundamen- 
tal interests of the two 
sides and is conducive to 
the peace and stability of 
this region. The Chinese 
side greatly wishes to fur- 
ther these friendly and 
cooperative relations. 

As for aid, the Chinese 
side will provide a certain 
quantity of grain and other 
goods and materials to the 
DPRK free of charge. 

Q: U.S. President Bill 
Clinton recently visited 
Russia. What is your comment on 
this? this? 

-" Not long ago U.S. President 
linton visited Russia. The two 

sides agreed upon some documents. Of 
them, the most important was the joint 
statement on strategic stability signed by 
the United States and Russia. We took 
notice of the publication of their joint 
statement. China's position against the 
national missile defense system is very 
clear and is known to all. We support 
Russia's stand for safeguarding the 
integrity and validity of the Anti- 
Ballistic Missile Treaty. 

Q: A certain country wishes to 
amend the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty (ABM). What is your comment 
on this? 

A -" To revise and threaten to with- 
draw from the ABM Treaty does 

not only affect the process of nuclear 
disarmament and undermine the basis of 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, 
but can also bring about a new arms 
race, possibly extending to an outer 
space arms race. Therefore, we feel that 
this attempt will directly produce an 
extensive, profoundly negative impact 
upon global peace and stability. In the 
end, the amendment will do no good to 
any country in the world. 

Q: What are the Chinese 
Government's expectations for the 
upcoming summit meeting between 
the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea and the Republic of Korea 

LI SHIG(gNG 

Spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue. 

(ROK)? 
~[]~a The Chinese Government has 

lways advocated and supported 
that the DPRK and ROK gradually 
increase mutual trust and improve their 
relations through dialogue and contact. 
We welcome and support their upcom- 
ing summit meeting in Pyongyang and 
hope that it achieves positive progress. 

To safeguard peace and 
stability on the Korean 
Peninsula is a basis for 
China's dealing with the 
affairs of the Korean 
Peninsula. In the future 
China is willing to play a 
constructive role in main- 
taining peace and stability 
there. 

Q: It is reported that 
the United States and 
China will hold disarma- 
ment talks in July. What 
is China expecting from 
these talks? 

A -" China and the 
United States agreed 

in principle to resume consultation on 
military control and the non-prolifera- 
tion of nuclear weapons. The exact time 
for this meeting is under discussion. 
China and the United States exchange 
opinions and views in many fields. They 
will exchange views on this issue, which 
will be significant for strengthening 
mutual understanding. 

Q: What is your view on the bomb- 
ing of the Sri Lankan Minister of 
Industrial Development? 

A~ We were shocked at the news that 
he Sri Lankan Minister of 

Industrial Development was murdered. 
As friends of Sri Lanka we sincerely 
hope that the situation of peace and sta- 
bility in Sri Lanka will soon be restored. 
We are also confident that the Sri 
Lankan Government and people will be 
able to deal with their internal affairs. 

Q: Refugees of the DPRK have 
entered China. What is your comment 
on this? 

A : In recent years a few people from 
the DPRK illegally crossed the bor- 

der and entered China because of eco- 
nomic difficulties. According to China's 
law, international law and usual interna- 
tional practice, as well as their purposes 
of crossing the border, they are not treat- 
ed as refugees. From the humanitarian 
point of view, they are treated well. 
China has handled this issue from the 
perspective of maintaining peace and 
stability on the Korean Peninsula. • 
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China's first spacecraft, Shenzhou, blasting off into space. 
ZHAO ]IANWEO 

by Li Ning 

C 
hina sent its first man- 
made earth satellite, 
Dongfanghong- 1, into 
space in 1970, becoming 

the fifth country that had this capaci- 
ty, following the then Soviet Union, 
the United States, France and Japan. 

With the successful launching, 
China started its exploration into 
space, and has become one of the 
major space powers in the world after 
30 years of development. 

Spacecraft Development 
At 6:30 am on November 20 last 

year, a spacecraft named Shenzhou 
(Divine Ship) blasted off into space 
from the Jiuquan Satellite Launching 
Center in northwest China's Gansu 
Province, aboard a new type of Long 
March (LM) carrier rocket. After a 
21-hour test mission, Shenzhou, 
China's first spacecraft, successfully 
landed in the Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region. Unmanned, the 
spacecraft and launching vehicle had 
both been developed with Chinese 
hardware and expertise. 

12 

Beginning with the Dongfang- 
hong-1 satellite and ending with the 
Shenzhou spacecraft, China's space 
industry has undergone 30 years of 
exploration. Today, the nation has 
established a regular spacecraft devel- 
opment system, and its space under- 
takings have entered a new era of 
rapid development. 

According to Xu Fuxiang, 
Director of the Chinese Research 
Institute of Space Technology, 
China's space development has wit- 
nessed tremendous changes over the 
past 30 years. Satellite models have 
been diversified, and development 
technology has expanded in possibili- 
ties and is more open. Today, satellites 
are used not only for scientific 
research, but also for serving public 
needs. 

Chinese scientists have so far 
developed, or been involved in the 
development of, more than 40 satel- 
lites and spacecraft, which include 
major models of low, intermediate 
and high orbit satellites. In particular, 
the success of Shenzhou's test flight 
symbolizes that China is one step 
toward its goal of eventually sending 
people into space. 

According to Xu, various plat- 
forms are now available at the 
Chinese Research Institute of Space 
Technology for developing different 
types of satellites, such as medium 
capacity satellites, retrievable satel- 
lites, earth observation satellites and 
modem minor satellites. Xu noted 
that, last year, China succeeded in 
launching several different new types 
of satellites, such as the Experiment-5 
scientific experimental satellite, the 
Resource-1 earth resources remote 
sensing satellite, and the spacecraft. 
All of this indicates that China's satel- 
lite development technology is 
becoming increasingly mature and 
reliable. 

Although Chinese astronauts did 
not go into space with Shenzhou, they 
spared no effort in their training and 
are ready to go at any time. A space 
medical engineering institute in 
Beijing is equipped with a complete 
set of aerospace ground simulation 
testing equipment, such as a low-pres- 
sure seal capsule, a low-pressure tran- 
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sition temperature chamber and a life- 
support system experimenting cham- 
ber. It encompasses a number of train- 
ing facilities, including a Chinese- 
made manned centrifugal device, 
which is the largest of its kind in Asia, 
and a land impact (testing) table. 
While two Chinese astronauts were 
sent to Russia for training, others 
received their training here. 

At present, analysis of the results 
of the Shenzhou spacecraft test mis- 
sion is still under way. Based on the 
analysis, China will make further 
improvements of various systems in 

tute are tackling difficult technical 
problems. According to Xu, these 
satellites will be more advanced than 
the former models in terms of infor- 
mation transmission frequency, range 
and speed, means of collecting infor- 
mation and reliability. It is expected 
that China will establish two to three 
satellite application networks. 

In its future development, Xu's 
institute will conduct extensive coop- 
eration with its foreign counterparts 
and relevant departments. The coop- 
eration will involve the joint develop- 
ment of satellites, the supply of satel- 

purpose applied satellite system is 
taking shape in China. 

According to Sun, over the past 30 
years, China has successfully 
launched 43 independently developed 
satellites of 15 types. These satellites 
are being extensively used in aspects 
of the economy, science and technol- 
ogy, culture and national defense. 
Several satellite series have been 
formed, including a communications 
satellite, a meteorological satellite, a 
resources satellite, a marine satellite 
and a scientific experimental satellite. 
China ranks among the world's lead- 

The Xi'an Satellite Monitoring and Control Center. 

the spacecraft and will launch several 
additional unmanned flights before 
sending astronauts into space with 
them. "China will surely make sub- 
stantial breakthroughs in its space- 
craft development before long," said 
Xu confidently. 

Xu revealed that the Chinese 
Research Institute of Space 
Technology is now making preparato- 
ry research for the development of a 
large capacity communication satel- 
lite, a navigation and positioning 
satellite and a satellite for disaster 
reduction, and scientists in the insti- 

lites or satellite parts, satellite carry or 
recovery service, spacecraft simulated 
space environment tests by contract, 
and the design, manufacturing and 
development of a satellite ground 
application system. 

Satellite Application 
Sun Laiyan, Deputy Director of 

the China National Space 
Administration, delivered a speech at 
the forum on the application and 
development of satellite remote sens- 
ing during the last Beijing 
International High Technology Week. 
He said that a multi-functional, multi- 

HE PING 

ers in terms of retrievable satellite 
technology, and encouraging progress 
has been made in navigation satellite 
development. 

"In today's world, space activities 
are no longer limited to inspiring sci- 
entific achievements; rather, they 
offer important means for improving 
the quality of people's lives, expand- 
ing the living space of human beings 
and developing new resources," Sun 
noted. 

Satellites bring benefit to the daily 
lives of ordinary Chinese people. 

• Satellite application in remote 
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sensing. There are more than 400 
units and nearly 10,000 scientists and 
technicians in China that are directly 
engaged in satellite remote sensing. 
China is now using domestic and for- 
eign satellites to conduct weather 
analyses and forecasts, meteorologi- 
cal research, surveys of land 
resources, the planning and evaluation 
of agricultural resources, forest sur- 
veillance, development, utilization 
and protection, environmental moni- 
toring, marine and sea wave meteorol- 
ogy, marine pollution monitoring, and 
earth surveying and mapping. 

services have developed rapidly dur- 
ing the past 20 years. China has estab- 
lished 37 large and medium-sized 
satellite communications ground sta- 
tions. In satellite broadcasting televi- 
sion, there are eight channels on 
CCTV, and over 30 channels on TV 
stations of various provinces and 
municipalities, as well as over 30 
voice broadcasting channels. More 
than 30 million people have received 
or are receiving education and train- 
ing through satellite broadcasting and 
TV educational programs. 

• Satellite application in naviga- 
tion and positioning. At present, 

Chinese users mainly 
use the American 
global positioning 
system (GPS). In 
China, large cities, 
like Beijing and 
Shanghai, have 
installed the GPS 
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Chinese and American experts and tech- 
nicians putting the Apstar-1 communica- 
tion satellite on board the LM-3 rocket F 
in July 1994. 

MEN(; O.LIANIUN :" 

Official statistics show that meteo- 
rological satellites help raise the accu- 
racy of forecasts on disastrous weath- 
er, which alone has reduced economic 
losses by several billion yuan a year. 
Another statistic published in 1995 
demonstrated that the Chinese satel- 
lite ground station ranked second that 
year among all such stations across 
the world in terms of the growth of 
sales volume. The operating expenses 
of the Chinese station are small com- 
pared with its counterparts in devel- 
oped countries. However, it ranks 
third among the world's 17 stations in 
data service operation. 

• Satellite application in commu- 
nications. Satellite communications 

llJP~ilk 

devices on some public buses and 
taxis, while fishermen form the 
largest group of GPS users. More than 
30,000 fishing vessels in China have 
installed the system, accounting for 
11 percent of the total. 

At present, China has basically 
formed various satellite ground appli- 
cation systems, a high-precision GPS 
network that covers the entire country, 
and a satellite and spacecraft surveil- 

lance and control network. Sun said 
that, in a bid to promote the develop- 
ment of the space industry, China will 
encourage domestic satellite compa- 
nies to employ Chinese-made prod- 
ucts and domestic service to the high- 
est possible extent. Meanwhile, on the 
premise of observing related policies 
and agreements, the country will also 
encourage its space enterprises to 
expand exports of related products 
and service in an orderly way. 

Rockets in Commercial 
Business 

Over the past three decades, 
China, relying on its own efforts, 
developed nine models of the LM car- 
rier rocket, noted Luan Enjie, Director 
of the China National Space 
Administration. Their carrying capac- 
ity to solar stationary orbit is 2.8 tons, 
to earth stationary orbit 5.1 tons, and 
to low earth orbit 9.2 tons. To date, the 

LM vehicles have been used in 60 
launches. Since October 1996, China 
has succeeded in each of its 18 
launches. 

In 1985, the Chinese Government 
announced that it would put the LM 
vehicle series on the international 
launching market, and the China 
Great Wall Industry Corp. began 
undertaking a commercial launching 
service. 
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Through negotiations, the corpora- 
tion signed its first contract with the 
United States. 

On April 7, 1990, LM-3, known as 
"handsome man", sent the Asat-1 
satellite, made by the US Hughes 
Space and Communications 
International Inc., into space from the 
Xichang Satellite Launching Base. 
The launch marked the opening of a 
new business for China--the interna- 
tional commercial satellite launching 
service, and created a miracle--its 
accurate ejection into orbit achieved 
what America's similar satellites 
failed to do on 31 former occasions. It 
also put an end to the legendary jour- 
ney of this satellite. It is said Hughes 
Co.'s HS376 satellite failed to eject 
into the orbit because of some faults; 
later it was brought back by American 
astronauts, and its owners changed 
four times. 

In the past decade, LM rockets 
have successfully carried 25 foreign 
satellites into space. 

When China first entered the inter- 
national launching market, the LM-3 
rocket, which was the most powerful 
in the LM family, could only carry 
medium-weight satellites. However, 
communication satellites were 
increasing in capacity and weight. To 
adapt to this change, the Chinese sci- 
entists attached four boosters to the 
LM-2, which later became known as 
the LM-2 cluster rocket. As a result, 
the LM carrying capacity to low earth 
orbit increased from 2.5 tons of the 
LM-2 to 9.2 tons. In August 1992, the 
improved vehicle succeeded in carry- 
ing the Hughes-made Aussat-Bl 
satellite into space. 

However, no one can ensure 100 
percent success in launching, and 
China is no exception. On its first 
launch on February 15, 1996, the LM- 
3b, 21 seconds after blasting off from 
the Xichang Satellite Launching 
Center, lost its. balance, fell and 
exploded. The rocket and the satellite 
it carried were both destroyed, mark- 
ing a grave accident in China's space 
history. 

On August 18 of the same year, 
during the 1 l th mission of the series, 
the LM-3 experienced an abnormal 
situation. Its third-stage engine cut 

out 48 seconds ahead of time, failing 
to eject the satellite it carried into the 
predetermined orbit. 

That year, China's rockets and 
space industry suffered severe set- 
backs. 

The Chinese astronauts did not 
halt in their efforts. Manufacturers of 
the LM-3b spent three months analyz- 
ing their failure, and eventually dis- 
covered its cause after conducting 
over 130 tests. Then, they improved 
upon the rocket. Eighteen months 
later, on August 20, 1997, the second 
LM-3b successfully sent a satellite 

ity of the former to earth stationary 
transfer orbit will be 3.7 tons. At the 
same time, it can also meet different 
requirements of various orbits, thus 
expanding the scope of launching ser- 
vice. The latter will be a large rocket 
with a carrying capacity of 14-15 tons 
to low earth orbit and 7 tons to high 
orbit. These vehicles will soon be 
available on the market. 

Broad Prospects 
Luan Enjie recently wrote an arti- 

cle marking the 30th anniversary of 
the successful launch of China's first 

ZHAO IIANWEI 
"Well done!"--A representative from the US Motorola Co. congratulates the Chinese 
chief engineer in charge of the improvement of the LM-2b, after the rocket succeeded in 
sending the company's iridium satellite into space. 

from the Philippines into space. 
Around 30 days later, another LM-3b 
vehicle was assembled and succeeded 
in carrying the Apstar-2 R satellite 
into space on October 17. 

Statistics show that the overall suc- 
cess rate of China's LM rocket is 
about 90 percent. Since 1990, com- 
mercial launches have accounted for 
65 percent of the total flights of the 
LM rocket. Between 1990 and 1997, 
Chinese rockets took 7-9 percent of 
the international commercial launch- 
ing market. 

Currently, the China Academy of 
Launch Vehicle Technology is devel- 
oping more powerful rockets--the 
LM-3C and an advanced model of the 
LM-2 cluster rocket. The carry capac- 

man-made satellite. He said that space 
activity has developed at an amazing- 
ly rapid rate, making special contribu- 
tions to the sectors of communica- 
tions, navigation, time service, remote 
sensing, surveillance and meteorolo- 
gy. It will surely play an important 
role in the inlbrmation revolution in 
the 21st century, Luan predicted, not- 
ing that various countries in the world 
have attached unprecedented impor- 
tance to the space industry at the turn 
of the century. 

In his article, Luan reiterated 
China's goals for space development. 
They are as follows: 

• Satisfying the demands of 
national economic development and 
building up defense while maintain- 
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Appendix 1: 

Top 10 Events in China's Space Technology 
1. April 24, 1970 The Long March I launch vehicle sent the Dongfanghong I. 

China's first man-made satellite, into orbit. 
2. November 26, 1975 The first recoverable satellite was successfully launched. 
3. April 8, 1984 The first geosynchronous stationary orbit satellite was launched. 
4. November 20, 1999 The Shenzhou experimental spaceship was successfully 

launched. 
5. October 14, 1999 A resources satellite co-developed by China and Brazil was 

successfully launched. 
6. September 7, 1988 A sun-synchronous meteorological satellite was success- 

fully launched. 
7. August 14, 1992 The Long March 2E, a high-propulsion launch vehicle, was 

successfully launched. 
8. May 12, 1997 The Dongfanghong III, a large-capacity communications satel- 

lite, was sent into orbit. 
9. October 25, 1985 China entered the international commercial launching mar- 

ket. 
10. August 20, 1997 The Long March II1. a high-earth-orbit and high-propulsion 

launch vehicle, was successfully launched. 

The list of events was compiled by a selection committee made up of academicians 
from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Engineering 

Appendix 2: World-Leading Space Technologies Owned by China 
China ranks third in the world in space recovenng and remote-sensing technolo- 

gies. In 1975, the Long March II launch vehicle carried a return satellite into orbit, 
making China the third country to master this technique after the United States and 
the former Soviet Union. At present, China's space vehicle recovering technology 
leads the world. Of the 17 recoverable satellites that have been launched 16 have 
been successfully recovered. 

China's launching capacity ranks fourth in the world. In 1984 China successfully 
launched a 1,450-kg geosynchronous communications satellite, Similar launches had 
been conducted by the United States, the former Soviet Union and France. 

China was the third country to use low-temperature high-performance propellant. 
China was the second country to master the high-altitude second-start technique. 
China has made major breakthroughs in space technology. Solar energy batter- 

ies can now provide the energy needed after the lift-off of spaceships. 

Appendix 3: Capacities of Major Launching Vehicles in the World 

Country/Region Model Maximum Capacity (kg) 
Low Earth Orbit Geosynchronous Orbit 

The United States Delta Series 5,040 1,980 
Atlas Series 7,640 3,700 
Titan Series 21.800 5,760 

Space Shuttles 29,500 
Russia Soyuz 7,320 

Protorl 21,000 5,500 
Ukraine Zenith 13,800 5,400 
European Union Ariane-4 9,400 4,200 
Japan H-2 10000 3.800 
China Long March Series 9,500 5,000 

ing China's advanced international 
position in the space field; 

• Striving to enhance China's 
comprehensive national strength, 
safeguard national security and con- 
solidate China's status as a powerful 
country; 

• Helping to revitalize the nation 
through science and education and 
realize sustainable development; and 

• Promoting the peaceful develop- 
ment and utilization of outer space 
and bringing benefits to mankind. 

Luan stated that China's space 
undertakings have a bright future. 
According to him, China will gradual- 
ly build a multi-functional, multi- 
orbit space infrastructure composed 
of various satellite systems, including 
a remote sensing satellite, navigation 
and positioning satellite, communica- 
tion satellite, and tracking and data 
relay satellite. It will also establish a 
satellite ground application system, 
thus forming a comprehensive infor- 
mation network that harmoniously 
links the ground with space, and fea- 
tures long-term steady operation and 
all-weather, all-time and omni-direc- 
tional observation. 

Luan also said that China will 
adopt effective measures to raise the 
reliability of the existing LM rocket 
series and lower costs, thereby 
improving its competitiveness in the 
international commercial launching 
service market. China will also pro- 
duce a new generation of rockets that 
are non-toxic, non-polluting and high- 
ly efficient in the near future. It will 
promote the industrialization of space 
activity so as to obtain greater eco- 
nomic results. At the same time, it 
will conduct space exploration activi- 
ties in accordance with national capa- 
bility and practical demand, realizing 
its set goal of sending human beings 
into space. 

Luan stressed that on the principle 
of "peaceful utilization, equality and 
mutual benefit, making up each 
other's deficiencies and joint develop- 
ment", China will strengthen 
exchanges and cooperation with all 
other countries in the world, so as to 
make greater contributions to the 
exploration and peaceful utilization of 
outer space, as well as to human civi- 
lization and progress. • 

16 BEIJING REVIEW, JUNE 19, 2000 



NATIONAL REPORT 

Western Region Development: 
Ten Projects Scheduled for 2000 

The Office of Western Development and the State Development Planning Commission, 
while formulating medium- and long-term plans concerning western region development, 

have put forward 10 projects to be launched in the west in the year 2000. 
These projects focus mainly on infrastructure and ecological construction. 

1. The Xi'an-Hefei Section of the Xi'an-Nanjing 
Railway 

The past few years saw great developments in railway 
transportation in western China. However, there are still 
problems, such as slow networking progress, poor rail- 
way quality and low transport capacity. According to the 
needs of western region development and the schedules 
for railway transportation, railway development in the 
western region will emphasize the expansion of the rail- 
way network and construction of east-west, internal and 
external passageways. 

The Xi'an-Nanjing Railway via Nanyang will be a 
convenient passageway linking China's northwest and 
southwest to the east and central south of China, short- 
ening the distance in railway transport between the above 
regions and optimizing the railway network. 

2. The Chongqing-Huaihua Railway 

The Chongqing-Huaihua Railway is of great strategic 
significance to the completion of the railway network in 
the southwest, forming a convenient external passageway 
and promoting sustained development of the local econ- 
omy and the economy of the western region on the 
whole. 

3. Highway Construction in the West (including 
national trunk highways and roads in State- 
level poverty-stricken counties) 

Currently, the major problems in highway develop- 
ment in western China are the small scale of highway 
networks, poor availability and low technical level. 
According to the preliminary plan, there will be four 
steps in the overall highway development in western 
China. First, while properly implementing the current 
plan for the layout of national trunk highways, new roads 
and highways w]ll be built to form major passageways 
that not only connect the west with the mid-east, the 
southwest with the northwest, and all neighboring 
regions, but that also reach major rivers and the ocean. 
Second, the construction of trunk highways within west- 
ern China will be strengthened, and the quality of high- 
way networks improved. Third, the highway construction 
in poverty-stricken areas will be strengthened, and the 
availability of highways further improved. Fourth, the 

construction of trunk highways that connect west China 
and central China will be arranged concurrently, so as to 
fully develop the transportation in western China. 

4. Airport Construction in the West 

At present, a preliminary airport network is taking 
shape in the western region, mainly consisting of the 
major airports in Chengdu, Chongqing, Xi'an, Kunming, 
Urumqi, Lanzhou, Guilin, Nanjing and Hohhot and some 
minor airports. However, apart from Yuannan, communi- 

CAO ZONC,,CHENG 

The Yuncheng-Sanmenxia Expressway is an important part of 
the passageway linking Asia and Europe. The Wojiazui Bridge 
is currently under construction. 
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cation hubs have not yet been lbrmed in any of the 
regions. There are few feeder airports, and the pattern of 
air routes is largely city-to-city, rather than hubs with 
flights radiating from each city. Therefore, the funda- 
mental principles for airport development and construc- 
tion in the western region will be implementing commu- 
nication-hub projects, developing feeder airports, 
improving air route structure and enhancing efficiency. 

According to this projection, construction of the 
Xianyang International Airport in Xi'an will begin this 
year, and a feeder airport network will be under con- 
struction at the same time, with Shuangliu Airport in 
Chengdu, Xianyang Airport in Xi'an, Wujiaba Airport in 
Kunming, Zhongchuan Airport in Lanzhou, and Urumqi 
Airport as communication hubs. In this way, an airport 
network will be gradually formed, with major airports as 
regional centers. 

5. Elevated Light Railway in Chongqing (phase 
I, Jiaochangkou-Xinshancun section) 

Chongqing, as one of China's municipalities directly 
under the Central Government, is also an important cen- 
ter in the southwest region and upper reaches of the 
Yangtze River. However, due to topographical condi- 
tions, the structural problem of urban transportation is 
very serious. Therefore, construction of a fast-speed 
urban railway system with a large capacity will effective- 
ly ease the burden on traffic. 

As the first project of its kind in the western region, 
the construction of the first phase of the Chongqing light 
trunk will also be of great significance to the improve- 
ment of the urban transportation level and investment 
environment in the entire western region. 

6. The Sebei Qaidam Basin-Xining-Lanzhou 
Natural Gas Pipeline 

The Qaidam Basin in Qinghai Province is one of the 
regions in China rich in natural gas. Natural gas fields 
with abundant reserves have been discovered in the east- 
ern and western part of the basin. There is serious air pol- 
lution in Lanzhou and Xining, the respective provincial 

ZHOU HENCYI 
On April 28, the Chongqing-Changshou Expressway, a 3-bil- 
lion-yuan project, opened to traffic. 

capitals of Gansu and Qinghai and two of the major 
industrial cities in northwest China. The pollution in 
these two cities mainly results from the soot emitted from 
burning coal. The utilization of natural gas as a clean and 
high-quality energy will not only improve the energy mix 
and the air quality in these two cities, but will also pro- 
mote the economic development in Gansu and Qinghai 
provinces. 

The construction of the six projects mentioned above 
will also improve the transportation facilities in the west- 
ern region, laying a solid foundation for the amelioration 
of the investment environment in the central and western 
regions and for the implementation of the western region 
development strategy. 

WANG IINGYE 

To protect the source of the Yellow River, Gonghe County of 
Qinghai Province has been actively engaged in a large-scale 
afforestation drive. Now 5,800 m u  of forests have been planted 
for wind blockage and sand anchorage. 

7. The Water-Control Projects at Zipingpu in 
Sichuan Province and Shapotou on the Yellow 
River in the Ningxia Hui Antonomons Region 

Strengthening of the construction of water facilities in 
the western region is an important task related to the 
overall development of the west and the improvement of 
the ecological environment. 

The Zipingpu water conservancy project in Sichuan 
Province, located in the upper reaches of the Minjiang 
River, is a large-scale project mainly intended for irriga- 
tion and water supply, and which has comprehensive 
functions like power generation and flood control. Its 
construction will improve the flood-control capacity in 
the downstream Chengdu Plain. The water supply guar- 
antee rate will increase by 10 percentage points, which 
will be of great significance to the economic develop- 
ment of Sichuan Province. 

The construction of the water-conservancy project at 
Shapotou on the Yellow River will improve the irrigation 
conditions along the Yellow River in Ningxia, as well as 
improve the guarantee rate and water utility efficiency of 
areas currently irrigated by the Yellow River. While 
improving the comprehensive productivity of agriculture 
in this region, the project will control the total amount of 
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water drawn from the Yellow River, increase the power 
supply, help the inhabitants in mountainous areas rise out 
of poverty as soon as possible, and foster the rapid devel- 
opment of the rural economy in this region. 

8. Returning Farmland to Forests and Pastures, 
Ecological Construction and Breeding Saplings 
in the central and western regions 

Returning farmland to forests and pastures is of great 
strategic significance to the development of the western 
region. The implementation of this project will effective- 
ly improve the ecological environment and prevent soil 
erosion in the western region. From the year 2000, pilot 
projects of converting land to forests and pastures will be 
carried out in 13 provinces and regions in the upper 
reaches of the Yangtze River, the middle reaches of the 
Yellow River like Yunnan and Sichuan, Shaanxi and 
Gansu. A projected total of 343,000 hectares of land will 
be returned to its original state, and there will be 432,000 
hectares of man-made forests and pastures on what was 
previously wasteland. This project will not only have an 
enormous ecological effect but will also be an active dri- 
ving force for the adjustment of the cultivation mix in 
rural areas. 

Besides returning farmland to forests and pastures, 
the Central Government will also invest in comprehen- 
sive projects to ecologically control areas with serious 
soil erosion and bad ecological environments. The pro- 
jects are of extreme importance to the social and eco- 
nomic development of the western region. Only by 
strengthening the control over and constantly improving 
the ecological environment can the abundant natural 
resources in the west be fully explored and utilized, the 
conditions for the introduction of capital, technology and 
talent be created, the flooding in the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers be mitigated 
and social and economic development be promoted. 
Hope for the development of the western region lies in 
this project, which is also an important condition for the 
realization of the sustainable development of the entire 
country. 

Water-control projects, returning farmland to forests 
and pastures, ecological construction and sapling pro- 
jects in the western region all combine resource develop- 
ment with environmental protection and pursue the inte- 
gration of economic, social and ecological effects for the 
sustainable development of the economy. 

9. Qinghai Potassic Fertilizer Project 

Qinghai Prov'ince is a poor region in western China. 
The construction of large industrial projects in this area 
is of great political and economic significance to the 
strategy of the western region development. The salt 
water lake in Qinghai is rich in potash resources, which 
not only guarantee the current production capacity but 
also satisfy the needs of this project and other follow-up 
projects. Due to the current low production capacity, 
most of the potash fertilizers need to be imported. 

; T  : 

Z H O U  HEN~:Yl 

At a science and technology festival in Chongqing University, 
students appreciate the web pages developed by their school- 
mates. 

Making use of self-developed technology that has been 
successfully applied in production, this project offers 
clear advantages. 

The construction of this project will support the coun- 
try's agricultural production, promote the comprehensive 
utilization of the resources in the salt lake and foster local 
economic development. This project also serves as an 
active experiment on the rational exploration of natural 
resources and the readjustment of the industrial structure 
in the western region. 

10. Facilities Construction in Colleges and 
Universities 

In order to implement the strategy of western region 
development, speed up the cultivation of talent and 
enhance the quality of talent, the State has decided to 
support higher education and construct lab facilities, as 
well as promote the socialization of logistic services in 
colleges and universities in the western region by making 
use of the funds raised through the issuance of govern- 
ment debts. This project will effectively improve the edu- 
cational and technical levels of the laborers, accelerate 
the development of education and enlarge the scale of the 
cultivation of high-level talent. It will also ameliorate the 
conditions for schooling in the western region, create 
favorable working conditions for research staff and 
improve the research standard in colleges and universi- 
ties. • 
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A Look Back on the 
Holiday Economy 

by Li Rongxia 

A 
team of five people from 
northeast China, headed 
by Miss Guo, visited the 
Palace Museum in Beijing 

on May Day. "You can't imagine how 
crowded it was when we crossed the 
Golden Water Bridge," Miss Guo 
recalled. "It was so crowded that you 
could not even breathe." 

China instituted a new holiday 
system last National Day. Now, the 
Chinese people have seven days off 
during three festival pe r iods - -  
National Day, the Spring Festival and 
International Labor Day (the May 
Day). Tourism, catering and shop- 
ping industries thrived during the 
holidays, which many scholars and 
business people have hailed "the 
coming of the holiday economy." On 
this May holiday in particular, travel 
was the first choice of many Chinese 
people. Hordes of passengers flooded 
famous scenic spots, jamming rail- 
way stations, airports and docks. The 
number of tourists was far more than 
that expected. 

Holiday Tours Soar 
According to incomplete statistics 

provided by tourism departments, 
from May 1 to 6 there were 1.7 mil- 
lion overseas tourists who came to 
China, added to the 46 million 
domestic tourists traveling within the 
country. Chinese tourists who went 
abroad totaled 100,000. Revenue 
from tourism amounted to 18.1 bil- 
lion yuan, demonstrating a vast 
potentials for consumption. 

Beijing hosted 70,000 overseas 
tourists from May 1 to 7, bringing in 
US$50 million foreign exchange, 
while I million domestic visitors 

brought in 1.7 billion yuan. Beijing 
residents touring within the city num- 
bered 1 million, with expenditures 
reaching 189 million yuan. More 
than 1.5 million Beijing residents left 
Beijing to sightsee, of which more 
than 7,000 traveled abroad, doubling 
that in the same period of last year. 

More than 2.5 million overseas 
tourists poured into Shanghai, while 
more than 500,000 Shanghai resi- 
dents traveled through the rest of the 
country. 

Xinjiang was visited by 60,000 
domestic tourists, setting a record 
high in history. 

This past May holiday saw all 
tourist and scenic spots packed with 
tourists, no matter whether they were 
hot or cold tourist attractions, old or 
new. 

The huge number of tourists 
throughout the country benefited air- 
lines, railways, public transportation, 
department stores, travel agencies, 
catering businesses and even film 
developing stores on the streets. 

Airline companies throughout the 
country arranged 15,300 flights, of 
which the number of additional and 
chartered flights came to 1,500, 
transporting more than 1.7 million 
passengers, up nearly 50 percent over 
the same period of last year. 

Railway bureaus offered an addi- 
tional 1,058 tourist trains, 300 more 
than the total number of tourist trains 
last year. In seven days, passengers 
who traveled by train reached 27 mil- 
lion, an increase of 25 percent over 
1999. Ticket revenues amounted to 
750 million yuan, an increase of 110 
million yuan. 

Every day, stores were crowded 
with shoppers late into the night. The 
daily sales of the Beijing Wangfujing 
Department Store reached the amaz- 

ing figure of 6.8 million yuan. The 
average growth for large stores in 
Beijing reached around 40 percent. 

The catering markets were also 
full to capacity. Beijing old brand 
Quanjude Roast Duck Restaurant had 
a total sales volume of 3.54 million 
yuan from May 1 to 7. During this 
period, the average number of daily 
consumers exceeded 15,000, a record 
level. 

Information Merits Attention 
The seven-day May holiday 

passed joyfully, but it has sparked a 
hot debate on the holiday economy. 

Prof. Chen Zhun, who works with 
the Market Economic Research 
Institute of the State Council 
Development Research Center, feels 
that the brisk economic activities this 
May holiday were a natural result of 
State policies adopted since 1998 to 
spur domestic demand. With the 
macro-economic situation taking a 
favorable return, the people 's  
incomes rising to a certain level and 
their disposable income reaching a 
critical point, high consumption lev- 
els are inevitable. 

Looking back at the May Day, one 
can see a few changes. First of all, 
the dynamic of supply and demand is 
changing. The holiday economy was 
only one of the signs of this change. 
In the first quarter of 2000, China's 
export demand from the outside 
increased 39.1 percent, and demand 
for essential elements of production 
also grew day by day. According to 
data from the State Internal Trade 
Burea, the growth rate of demand 
exceeds that of supply. This past hol- 
iday's splurge consumption should 
not  be regarded as an isolated event. 

The second is the change in 
prices. People noticed the raised 
prices arising from the increasing 
demand during the May holiday. On 
the one hand, they showed that ser- 
vices need to be standardized and put 
under strict management. On the 
other hand, it can also be seen as sim- 
ply more evidence that prices have 
been changing, with the May holiday 
prices doing no more than reflecting 
a series of price changes. In the sec- 
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ond half of last year, the negative 
growth began narrowing though the 
price drop continued. In the first 
quarter of this year, the consumer 
price began to turn upward. Recently, 
prices of rolled steel products, which 
had been in a slump for a long time, 
soared, and that of farm products qui- 
etly picked up. All of this indicates 
that a change is taking place in both 
prices and the market because a 
deflationary market is characterized 
by continuously dropping prices. The 
changes point to the imminent depar- 
ture of the deflationary market. 

The third is the change of socio- 
economic expectation. Along with 
changes in consumer psychology, a 
traveling frenzy spread throughout 
the country during the May holiday, 
affecting both wealthy and ordinary 
citizens. This demonstrates that the 
anticipated problems with low 
income, which had adversely affected 
economic growth, have been sub- 
dued. The expected growth in con- 

sumption gradually appeared, not 
partially or in a special stratum, but 
throughout the entire country. 

The traveling frenzy this past May 
holiday reveals a vast tourist market 
in China. According to Wei Xiao'an, 
Director of the Planning and 
Financial Department of the National 
Tourism Administration, having 
seven days off was the direct cause 
for people's traveling. However, the 
underlying reason was the deep, on- 
going reform and opening-up pro- 
gram. China has experienced the 
important transition from a deficient 
economy to a relatively surplus econ- 
omy, and people's incomes have risen 
steadily. With their basic needs satis- 
fied, people begin to look for higher- 
level consumption. Traveling thus 
becomes a significant outlet for this 
disposable income. 

Statistics released by the National 
Bureau of Statistics show that, by the 
end of 1999, the per-capita dispos- 
able income of urban residents 

increased from 343 yuan in 1978 to 
5,854 yuan, while the average net 
income of farmers rose from 134 
yuan to 2,210 yuan. 

For a long period of time, due to 
their low standard of living, the 
Chinese had regarded traveling as a 
luxury and viewed travelers as 
"idlers." People's consumption was 
mainly concentrated on food, cloth- 
ing, and other basic necessities. 

Researcher Zhang Qizi of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences feels 
that tourism consumption is an 
inevitable result of social and eco- 
nomic development. He said that the 
development of a market-oriented 
economy and the opening to the out- 
side world have broadened the per- 
spectives of the Chinese people. The 
people no longer measure the quality 
of living by material wealth. The 
accelerated pace of life makes peo- 
ple yearn for nature and the pleasure 
of leisurely vacations. Traveling can 
satisfy these needs. Meanwhile, the 

During holidays, the Long Corridor in the Summer Palace is often crowded with tourists seeking relaxation. 
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