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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 

Call to Discuss Revised 
Constitution 

Peng Zhen, Vice-Chairman of 
the NPC Standing Committee, 
has issued a statement calling on 
compatriots in Taiwan, Xiang- 
gang and Aomen and those re- 
siding abroad to join in the dis- 
cussion of the draft  of the revised 
Constitution which, as the funda- 
mental law of China, should give 
expression to the will of the 
whole Chinese people (p. 5). 

Policy on Absorbing 
Foreign Investment 

Vice-Minister of Foreign Eco- 
nomic Relations and Trade Wei 
Yuming explains China's poli- 
cies on absorbing direct invest- 
merits from foreign countries, 
investment guarantees, taxation, 
the autonomous rights of joint 
ventures and other related ques- 
tions (p. 18). 

Life in Chinese-Style 
Courtyards 

How is life behind the walls 
in the Chinese-style quadrangle 

courtyards where many unrelat- 
ed families live together? Our 
correspondent presents a close- 
up of life in a typical Beijing 
courtyard where, in spite of the 
lack of modern conveniences, 
eight families live together as 
good neighbours (p. 24). 

Human Rights in 
International Realm 

The concept of human rights 
differs with countries havir~g 
different social systems and 
political and •economic interests. 
In the international arena, the 
hegemonists, imperialists and 

colonialists talk pompously 
about human rights, but they are 
precisely the primary sources of 
threats to human security and 
large-scale violations of funda- 
mental human rights. An analy- 
tical article by three theoretical 
workers reviews the historical 
development of the concept of 
human rights and expounds 
China's principled stand on this 
issue (p. 13). 

Taiwan Lobby's Hostility 
To China 

The US Taiwan lobby's hos- 
tility towards China is not new, 
but its antagonism towards the 
Chinese people at this difficult 
juncture  in Sino-US relations 
merits close attention. A Ren-  
m i n  Ribao commentary declared 
that if the views held by Gold- 
water  and his like should pre- 
vail, Sino-US relations would be 
sabotaged. China will never 
tolerate Goldwater or others to 
question its sovereignty over 
Taiwan (p. 9). 

A typical Chinese-style house with 
the quadrangle design in Beijing. 

Photo by Wang Chao 
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N o t e s  F r o n l  t h e  E d i t o r s  

Prospects for Economic Readjustment 

China has lengthened the  
period for readjust ing  its na-  
tional e c o n o m y .  Will  this task 
be fulf i l led by 1985? 

Rather  than a soli tary task, 
China's read jus tment  work  
involves a comprehensive, 
complex process for the na :  
tional economy to achieve a tu rn  
for the bet ter  and develop in a 
sound and s teady way. 

The pr inciple  for readjus t ing 
the nat ional  economy was laid 
down in 1979. Two years la ter  
this work was stepped up on a 
large scale. The aim is to 
remedy the seriously dispropor-  
tionate development  of the 
economy caused by long years of 
neglect of the country 's  actual 
conditions and violation of 
objective economic laws. The 
major  tasks in the readjus tment  
are to co-ordinate the rela-  
tionship between accumulation 
and consumption, correct the 
ratio between agriculture and 
light and heavy  industries and 
cut down the scale of capital  
construction in order  to br ing 
every field of endeavour in line 
with the nat ion 's  avai lable 
resources. Efforts made since 
1979 have paid  off, and these 
tasks have now been basically 
fulfilled. 

Last year, the accumulat ion 
rate in the nat ional  revenue was 
reduced to less than 30 per cent; 
consumer goods production and 
improvement  in the people 's  
livelihood have been given 
priori ty and have achieved pro-  
nounced progress. A basic 
balance was struck between 
revenue and expenditure,  with 
deficits dropping from 17,000 
million yuan in 1979 to 2,500 

mil l ion yuan. Moreover, the 
rate  of price increases was 
reduced from 6 per cent in 1980 
to 2 per cent. 

Things continued to pick up 
during the first six months of 
1982. Total indust r ia l  output  
value increased 10.1 per  cent 
compared with the correspond-  
ing period of last year.  Al l  29 
provinces, municipali t ies and 
autonomous regions achieved an 
a l l - round increase in indust r ia l  
output.  More important ,  heavy 
indust r ia l  production, which 
had dropped for a period, began 
to grow alongside light indus t ry  
once its service was reorientated.  
The replenished supply of com- 
modit ies brought  about  a 
thr iving market .  These achieve- 
ments  are a t t r ibutable  to the ef- 
forts made  to fur ther  carry  out 
the nat ional  economic read jus t -  
ment  policy, increase the qual i ty  
and var ie ty  of products, pract ise  
economy and give full scope to 
science and technology. They 

also resul t  from the major  at-  
tention paid to tapping the 
potent ia l  and improving the 
management  of enterprises. 

Now it can be said tha t  the 
hardes t  t ime is over and  the 
ini t ial  goal of readjus t ing the 
economy has been at tained.  
Economic construction has taken  
the first  solid step forward  on 
a road of development com- 
mensura te  wi th  China's  actual  
conditions. 

In the broad sense, however,  
the work of read jus tment  has 
not been completed. "Readjus t -  
ment, restructuring,  consolida- 
t ion and improvement"  will  
remain the basic policy for the 
entire Sixth Five-Year  P lan  

period (1981-85). But " read jus t -  
ment"  will not be the same as 
before in the next few years. 
There will not be any more 
construction scale cuts and no 
more projects will be cancelled. 
~ s t e a d ,  the emphasis  will  be 
placed on revamping the out-  
dated product  mix, the technolo- 
gical makeup  and the organiza-  
tion of enterprises  so as to 
rat ional ize the economic struc- 
ture, production organizat ion 
and management  s y s t e m - - a l l  
for the purpose of increasing 
economic efficiency. 

The Sixth F ive-Year  Plan, 
now being mapped out, will 
feature detailed a r rangements  
for readjus tment  work pr ior  to 
1985. Technical t r ans format ion  
and equipment  replacement  will  
be carr ied out in exis t ing enter-  
prises and efforts will be con- 
centrated on developing energy 

and other  natural  resources and 
improving t ranspor t  and com- 
munications. The construction 
of a number  of projects  which 
have either been cancelled or 
deferred will be resumed in a 
p lanned way. The nat ional  
economy is expected to develop 

at a moderate  ra te  dur ing these 
five y e a r s .  (The 1982 plan of 
ensuring a 4 per cent and str iv-  

ing for a 5 per  cent economic 
growth  will be fulfilled). The 
tempo will be quicker  by the 
t ime of the Seventh Five-Year  
Plan period (1986-90). 

The whole 1980s will  be a 
decade of continued readjus t -  
ment.  After  a sound foundat ion 
has been established and  re- 
sources accumulated,  China will 
experience an economic boom. 
This should occur dur ing  the 
last decade of the 20th century.  

- -  Economic Editor Wang 
Dacheng 
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L E T T E R S  

"Two Chinas" Plot Opposed 

I found the chap te r  en t i t l ed  "On 
US 'Ta iwan  Rela t ions  A c t ' "  in 
China  and the W o r l d  (1) publ i shed  
by Be i j ing  R e v i e w  very in te res t -  
ing. I am a f i rm  suppor t e r  of the  
G o v e r n m e n t  of the  Peop le ' s  Re-  
publ ic  of China  and  oppose all 
who  try to u n d e r m i n e  its 
au thor i ty ,  especia l ly  r e g a r d i n g  its 
o w n  of fshore  is land (Taiwan).  

The  so-cal led  " G o v e r n m e n t  of 
the  Republ ic  of China,"  T a i w a n  
the  Republ ic  of China,  a n d  Na-  
t ional is t  China,  are  jus t  words  on 
sc raps  of paper .  Nonetheless ,  they  
have  a l tered  China ' s  h is tor ica l  
course  since the  people ' s  l ibera-  
t ion in 1949. 

The  Uni ted  States  of Amer i ca  
mus t  cease its con t inued  pro tec -  
t ion of  the  is land of Ta iwan ,  the  
su r round ing  smal l e r  i s lands  and  
the  Stra i t s  of Taiwan.  W h e n  this  
is achieved,  a t rue  s t ep  wi l l  have  
been  m a d e  towards  be t t e r ing  re- 
lat ions be tw een  the  two  countr ies .  

I do not  bel ieve in any of the  
"pol ic ies"  of the  " G o v e r n m e n t  of 
the  Nat ional  Republ ic  of China."  
There  is one China,  w i t h  Ta iwan  
as its of fshore  island. Let  no one 
p e r v e r t  this  w i th  an evi l  p lot  to 
c rea te  " two  Chinas."  

Graham Freestone  
Rushden ,  Br i t a in  

Answering Timely Questions 

"Notes  From the  Edi tors"  w h i c h  
a n s w e r s  ques t ions  in good t ime is 
o f  g rea t  help  to me.  It is also a 
very  in te res t ing  column.  

You gave examples  in the  
a r t ic le  "The  Income  Gap"  (issue 
No. 25) in Anhu i  P rov ince ' s  Chu-  
x ian  P re fec tu re  and d i scussed  it. 
But  if you had  used m o r e  char t s  
and  pictures,  it would  be more  
comprehens ive .  

The ar t ic le  m e n t i o n e d  ave rage  
annual  per -cap i ta  income.  Was  
the  f igure  given the  ave rage  in-  
come of the labour  force of the  
c o m m u n e  m e m b e r s  or the  ave r age  
income  of the total  popu la t ion?  

Moreover ,  if possible,  p lease  
give the  average  n u m b e r  of per-  

sons in a peasan t  househo ld  a n d  
its ave rage  labour  force.  

Toshio Sato  
Yamaga ta ,  Japan 

The  average annua l  per-  
capita income  m e n t i o n e d  in  
the art icle  indicates  tha t  of  
the total populat ion .  The  
average n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  
in a peasant  househo ld  is 
about  yive, whereas  i ts la- 
bour force  accounts  /or  ha l l  
of  the f i g u r e . -  Ed. 

"A Visit to Libya" 
I am enthus ias t ic  about  your  

ar t ic le  "A Visit  to L ibya"  (issue 
No. 20). It has con t r i bu t ed  
s igni f icant ly  to my k n o w l e d g e  of 
the  world .  

I also bel ieve that  this  ar t ic le  is 
one in a series of ar t ic les  p r i n t e d  
as a response  to US act ions  in 
Taiwan.  

Step by step you' l l  take i n t e r n a -  
t ional c o u n t e r - m e a s u r e s  - -  showing  
force which  ar ises  f rom the  fact  
that  you are  not in t e rna t iona l ly  
isolated. 

The Arab  wor ld  c lear ly  needs  
unif icat ion.  As you know, the  
p rob lem is ove rwhe lming .  On the  
one  hand,  f euda l i sm backed  up 
by fanat ical  religion. On the  o t h e r  
hand,  s i tuat ions  such as  the  one  
in Libya. One th inks  tha t  for  the  
Arabs  the  t ime is no t  yet  r ipe.  
However ,  it is a good idea tha t  
you are  encourag ing  a p rogress ive  
Arab  world.  

J.M. van der Hoeven  
Lopic, the  N e t h e r l a n d s  

I l iked your ar t ic le  " C o m m u n i -  
que  on Fu l f i lmen t  of China ' s  1981 
National  Economic  P lan"  (issue 
No. 20). The ar t ic le  on Libya  ("A 
Visit  to Libya") shows  that ,  g iven 
p roper  leadership ,  the  people  can 
pe r fo rm miracles .  

Abbas i  
Rawalp ind i ,  Pak i s t an  

Articles About Chinese 
History 

I am a un ivers i ty  s t u d e n t  of 
his tory and  we  have  a m o n t h - l o n g  
topic of China ' s  na t iona l  revo lu-  
t ionary  movement s ,  but  we  have  
little mater ia l .  

There fore  I would  l ike to see a 
page or so devoted  to China ' s  
mode rn  his tory f rom the  Qing 
Dynasty  to the  na t ional  revolu t ion-  

ary  m o v e m e n t s  of the  1920s or to 
the  p re sen t  t ime. We need your  
magaz ine  to fill the  gaps. 

Prev ious ly  I w r o t e  to Be i j ing  
R e v i e w  abou t  an o t h e r  topic and  
you mai led '  m e  a book. It he lped  
a lot in s tudies ,  so I wish to ex-  
press  my thanks.  

Wing Kong Leonce  
Anlananar ivo ,  Madagascar  

I like h is tory  r a the r  than  pic-  
ture-s tor ies .  Therefore ,  I hope 
you will  open a deta i led  co lumn 
on Chinese  his tory.  In  the West  
few people  k n o w  much  about  
Chinese  his tory,  but  it is engross-  
ing. I am in te res t ed  in 20th- 
century  Chinese  his tory,  especial ly  
f rom the  found ing  of the Re-  
public of Ch ina  in 1911 to 1925 
w h e n  Sun  Ya t - sen  headed the  
g o v e r n m e n t  in Guangzhou.  

Le Duc Christian 
Paris,  F rance  

I like the co lumn "Art ic les  and  
Documents"  and  am also interest-  
ed in ar t ic les  about  the  Chinese 
revolution.  They help  me under -  
s tand China  and its history. 

K a s e y a  Ngoy  Sungu. Mech 
Zaire 

Suggestions 

Your magaz ine  helps  me become 
be t te r  acqua in t ed  wi th  the Chi-  
nese people and it keeps me in-  
fo rmed about  your  continuing so- 
cialist  cons t ruct ion .  

I th ink reader s  w o u l d  en joy  
more  ar t ic les  about  life in the  
countryside,  educat ion  and China ' s  
nat ional  minor i t ies .  We would  
also like more  detai led ar t icles  
about  some of China 's  lesser  
k n o w n  provinces  and cities such  
as Yunnan ,  Gansu,  Qinghai ,  
Guangxi ,  Nanning,  Lanzhou,  
Xining,  K u n mi n g ,  Urumqi  and  
Xinj iang.  

Lawrence  Peck  
Los Angeles,  Ca., USA 

W e  at tach  impor tance  to 
your  s u g g e s t i o n s  and  w e  are 
prepar ing  reports  on these  
subjects .  Y o u  m a y  be in-  
t e r e s t e d  in  reading  articles 
such as " L i f e  and W o r k  for 
Y o u t h  in F u j i a n  Country-  
side" ( issue No. 11, 1982), 
" W o r k e r  Educa t ion"  (issue 
No. 41, 1981) and  "Nat ional  
Regional  A u t o n o m y "  ( issue 
No. 46, 1 9 8 1 . - - E d .  

B e i j i n g  R e v i e w ,  No.  30 
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POLITICAL 

Taiwan Compatriots Urged 
To Discuss Revised 
Constitution 

A high-ranking  Chinese of- 
ficial called on compatr iots  in 
Taiwan, Xianggang (Hongkong) 
and Aomen (Macao) and those 
residing abroad to join in the 
discussion of the draf t  of the 
revised Constitution. Due con- 
sideration will be given to their  
opinions, he said. 

In a publ ished statement  
Peng Zhen, Vice-Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of the 
National People 's  Congress and 
Vice-Chairman of the Commit- 
tee for the Revision of the 
Constitution, said that  since the 
Constitution is the funda- 
mental law of a country, 
working out a Constitution 
that gives full expression to 
the people's will is of extreme 
importance to guaranteeing the 
unity and prosper i ty  of our 
great motherland.  

When the draf t  of the revised 
Constitution was published at 
the end of April,  the Standing 
Committee of the National  Peo- 
ple's Congregs decided to or- 
ganize four months of national 
discussions among the people in 
order to solicit opinions for fur-  
ther amendments.  For more than 
two months people through- 
out China have par t ic ipated in 
the discussions and compatriots  
in Taiwan, Xianggang and 
Aomen and overseas Chinese 
have also voiced opinions that 
will help the revision of the 
Constitution. 

In his s tatement,  Peng Zhen 
called at tent ion to Article 30 of 

the dra f t  Consti tution which 
st ipulates:  "The state may, 
where necessary, establish 
special adminis t ra t ive  regions. 
The rules and regulations in 
force in special adminis t ra t ive  
regions shal l  be s t ipulated by 
law. according to specific condi- 
tions." This legally confirms 
the basic contents of the 9-point 
policy concerning Taiwan an- 
nounced by NPC Standing Com~ 
mittee Cha i rman  Ye J ianying  
last Sep tember  and provides a 
legal b a s i s  for the peaceful 
reunif icat ion of the motherland.  

One impor tan t  provision of 
the 9-point policy is that  af ter  
the country is reunified, Taiwan 
can enjoy a high degree of 
autonomy as a special adminis-  
t rat ive region and it can retain 
its armed force. The policy also 
st ipulates that  the Central 
Government  will  not interfere 
with the local affairs  on Taiwan, 
nor will it  change Taiwan's  cur- 
rent  socio-economic system, its 
way of life or its economic a n d  
cultural  relat ions with foreign 
countries. 

With regard  to overseas Chi- 
nese, the revised Constitution 
st ipulates:  "The People's Re- 
public of China protects the 
legit imate rights and interests 
of Chinese residents  abroad and 
protects the lawful  rights and 
interests  of re turned overseas 
Chinese and the relat ives of 
Chinese residents  abroad living 
in China." Peng Zhen said that  
this clause, which is clearer and 
more complete than in any of 
the previous Constitutions, will 
enable overseas Chinese to share 
national  honours  with their  
1,000 mil l ion compatriots  on the 
mainland.  

Peng Zhen expressed the hope 
that compatr iots  in Taiwan, 
Xianggang and Aomen and 

those residing overseas will 
exercise thei r  sacred rights to 
thordughly  discuss, in v a r i o u s  
forms and through various 
channels, the draf t  of the re- 
vised Const i tut ion together with 
the people of all nationali t ies on 
the mainland.  

ECONOMIC 

Market Changes 
Chinese consumers no longer 

"rush to purchase"  on the 
marke t  but  would ra ther  de- 
posit money in the  banks and 
wait  for be t te r  choices. This is 
a notable  change on the Chinese 
marke t  today. 

Now tha t  prices for commodi- 
ties have been basically stabiliz- 
ed and supplies  are ample, con- 
sumers  no longer  worry  about  
shopping. If they fail to find 
the art icles they want,  they 
usual ly deposit  thei r  money in 
the banks and wait  until  the 
goods they need are available. 

Recent marke t  changes are 
fair ly big. Some commodities 
which were  ex t remely  hard to 
find in the past  are now avail~ 
able, while some of those which 
sold well last  year  have become 
unmarketable .  This is an in- 
dication of s tabi l i ty  which finds 
express ion in the continued in- 
crease of bank savings. Accord- 
ing to the People 's  Bank of 
China, the amount  of bank 
savings in the cities and towns 
(excluding rural  areas) totalled 
40,688 mil l ion yuan at the end 
of June, 5,274 million more than 
at the end of 1981. Workers 
and staff  members  average 371 
yuan in savings per capita, 
about half  of thei r  average 
year ly  wages. 

This increased purchasing 
power has produced a big 
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change  in the  p a t t e r n  of con- 
sumpt ion .  Peop le  in  the  ci t ies 
and  towns  w a n t  to b u y  f amous -  
b r a n d  and  h i g h - g r a d e  d u r a b l e  
consumer  goods  w i th  beau t i fu l  
designs.  Since  m o r e  and more  
people  have  dec ided  to have  one 
chi ld,  the  d e m a n d  for  h igh-  
qua l i ty  a r t i c les  for  ch i l d r en  is 

r is ing.  W e d d i n g  a r t ic les  a r e  also 
se l l ing well .  I m p r o v e d  l iv ing 

cond i t ions  have  r e su l t ed  in in-  
c reas ing  n u m b e r s  of peop le  p a y -  
ing a t t e n t i o n  to  fu rn i sh ing .  

In  the  c o u n t r y s i d e  w h e r e  tfle 
s y s t e m  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  
p r oduc t i on  has  been  es tab l i shed ,  
the  d e m a n d  for  s m a l l  and  me-  

d ium-s ized  f a r m  tools  has  in-  
creased.  This  is a lso  t rue  wi th  
b u i l d i n g  ma te r i a l s ,  food and  
clothing,  because  the  p e a s a n t s  

now have  m o r e  m o n e y  in the i r  
hands.  In  the  pas t  t hey  usua l ly  
had  to wa i t  un t i l  a f te r  the  
a u t u m n  ha rves t  be fo re  they  had  

e x t r a  money ,  bu t  now they  p u r -  
chase w h a t  t hey  w a n t  t h r o u g h -  
out  the  year .  

Changes  in the  u r b a n  and  
r u r a l  m a r k e t s  r e f l ec t  the  fact  
tha t  t he  p r o d u c t  m i x  a f t e r  the  
r e a d j u s t m e n t  of t he  na t iona l  
e conomy  is n o w  m o r e  r easonab le  
and  to the  l ik ing  of the  
cus tomers .  

First International 
Tourist Conference 

The f i rs t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  con- 
fe rence  on t ou r i sm  sponsored  by  
the  S t a t e  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a -  
t ion for  T r a v e l  and  Tour i sm 
and  the  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
of  Civi l  A v i a t i o n  of  China  wil l  
be he ld  in  Be i j ing  f rom F e b r u a r y  
28 to March  4, 1983. 

The  pu rpose  of  the  conference  
is to e x p a n d  Ch ina ' s  contacts  
w i th  peop le  w o r k i n g  in  the  
tou r i s t  i n d u s t r y  in o the r  coun-  

tries,  e x c h a n g e  expe r i ences  wi th  
t hem and  i n t r o d u c e  t hem to 
Ch ina ' s  t ou r i s t  policies,  re-  
sources  a n d  the  f u t u r e  p rospec t s  
of i ts  t ou r i s t  i n d u s t r y .  D u r i n g  
the  conference ,  the  China  In t e r -  
na t iona l  T r a v e l  Se rv i c e  and t h e  
China  T r a v e l  Serv ice  wil l  
conduct  bus iness  t a l k s ,  w i th  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom tour i s t  
o rgan i za t i ons  f rom all  pa r t s  of 
the  w o r l d  a b o u t  the  o rgan iza -  
t ion of  tou r i s t  g roups  for  1984. 

An e x h i b i t i o n  wil l  be held  on 
the tou r i s t  r e sources  in va r ious  
provinces ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and  
a u t o n o m o u s  regions .  The re  wi l l  
be p ic tures ,  f i lms,  l an t e rn  sl ides 
and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  p rov id ing  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on local  condi t ions ,  
cus toms and  tou r i s t  faci l i t ies .  

I nv i t a t i ons  wi l l  be e x t e n d e d  to 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of tour i s t  
agencies  in  m o r e  than  110 
coun t r i e s  and  r eg ions  t h r o u g h o u t  
the  wor ld .  Those  inv i t ed  will  
inc lude  l e ad ing  m e m b e r s  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  tou r i s t  o rgan iza -  
t ions,  m i n i s t e r s  in charge  of na-  
t ional  tou r i s t  indus t r ies ,  wel l -  

k n o w n  pe r sonages  in the tour i s t  
circles,  j ou rna l i s t s  and r ep re -  
s e n t a t i v e s  f rom fore ign  air l ines,  
a b o u t  1,000 people  in all. 

The  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  will  tour  
the  coun t ry  a f t e r  the  conference.  

In  o r d e r  to make  the con- 
fe rence  a success,  tour i s t  d e p a r t -  
m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  China  are  now 
m a k i n g  p repa ra t ions .  

Ch ina  has  only  recent ly  de -  
ve lope d  its tour i s t  indus t ry .  
D u r i n g  the  f irst  hal f  of th is  
year ,  the  va r ious  t r ave l  agencies 
rece ived  a to ta l  of 616,000 for -  
e ign  tour is ts ,  overseas  Chinese 
and  c o m p a t r i o t s  f rom Xiang-  
gang  (Hongkong)  and Aomen  
(Macao).  The  China In te rna -  
t ional  T rave l  Service  received 
18.4 pe r  cent  more  tour is ts  than  
in the  same per iod  of last year.  

More Farm Machines 
For the Peasants 

W i t h  the  r ise of income fol- 
l owing  the  imp lemen ta t i on  of 

A smal l  tractor  bought  by a peasant  h o u s e h o l d  in He lan  County in 
N i n g x i a  w h o s e  earn ings  have  increased cons iderab ly  after  the im- 

p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the  respons ib i l i ty  s y s t e m  in production.  
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the responsibility system in FOREIGN production, more and more 
peasants are buying small trac- R E LATI 0 N S 
tors and farm tools. 

In 1981, there were 794,000 
large and medium-sized trac- 
tors and more than 2 million 
small ones in China's rural  
areas. Of these, about 380,000 
tractors are owned by the 
peasant households, jointly or 
separately, 95 per cent being 
small ones. 

The greatest demand is for 
low-cost, highly efficient me- 
dium-sized and small farm 
machines. However, in many 
places small tractors, trailers, 
threshers and water pumps are 
in short supply. 

The peasants use the ma- 
chines for farming plots of land 
under their management by 
contracts signed with their pro- 
duction teams, or as transporta-  
tion vehicles. Those managing 
contracted plots sow crops ac- 
cording to a plan and pay an 
agricultural tax. A portion of 
their income is deducted for the 
collective, and they deliver a 
specified amount of grain and 
other agricultural products to 
the state. 

Peasants are not permitted to 
use tractors or other machines 
for transporting goods over 
long distances for profiteering 
purposes. A governmental 
stipulation also requires that 
when they use these machines 
to help their neighbours with 
farm work, the fees for their 
services must be equivalent to 
those paid to state-owned trac- 
tor stations. 

In 1981, the total capacity of 
farm machines in the rural 
areas was 210 million home- 
power, 7.8 per cent more than 
the previous year. 

Samdech Sihanouk Warmly 
Welcomed 

Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, 
President of Democratic Kam- 
puchea, and Madame Sihanouk 
arrived in Beijing on July  17. 

When Samdech and Madame 
Sihanouk arrived at their res- 
idence, they were greeted by 
Deng Yingchao, Vice-Chairman 
of the Standing Committee of 
the National People's Congress. 
She presented them with a 
basket of flowers. 

Premier Zhao Ziyang gave a 
banquet in honour of Samdech 
and Madame Sihanouk. Pre- 
mier Zhao and President 
Sihanouk made warm speeches 
at the banquet. 

Premier Zhao praised Sam- 
dech Sihanouk as a patriot who 

commands the respect of the 
Kampuchean people and a far- 
sighted statesman who has made 
outstanding contributions to 
safeguarding his country 's  i n -  
dependence, sovereignty and 
territori~.l integrity. He said: 
"'The Samdech has exerted 'great  
efforts to bring about the coali- 
tion of various patriotic forces 
in Kampuchea. We fully support 
the Samdech's patriotic acts." 

Zhao Ziyang continued : 
"Through long consultations, the 
patriotic forces in Kampuchea 
reached agreement on the 
establishment of the Coalition 
Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea and  realized the 
tripartite unity. This conforms 
to the fundamental  interests 
and aspirations of the Kam- 
puchean people. The formation 
of the Coalition Government  of 
Democratic Kampuchea marks 
a new stage in the struggle of 
the Kampuchean people to 
strengthen their unity, fight 
against the Vietnamese aggres- 

P r e m i e r  Z h a o  g i v e s  a b a n q u e t  in h o n o u r  of  S a m d e c h  and  
M a d a m e  S i k a n o u k .  
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sors and safeguard their national 
independence and sovereignty." 

He said that China sincerely 
hopes that Kampuchea will in 
the future become a peaceful, 
prosperous, independent, neu- 
tral and non-aligned country, 
working for the well-being of 
the Kampuchean people and 
contributing to peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia. 

In his speech at the banquet, 
Samdech Sihanouk spoke of the 
formation of the Coalition 
Government of Democratic 
Kampuchea. He said that his 
government recently held its 
first cabinet meeting which pro- 
ceeded in an atmosphere of 
unity. "We have resolved to 
join hands and carry on the 
struggle against the Vietnamese 
aggressors until final victory," 
he declared. 

Speaking of the impression of 
his trip to the liberated areas in 
Kampuchea, Sihanouk said that 
the people there are united and 
are determined to carry the 
struggle against the Vietnamese 
aggressors through to the end 
and build an independent, 
neutral and non-aligned country. 

In their speeches, both Zhao 
Ziyang and Sihanouk pointed 
out that Viet Nam's partial 
troop withdrawal proposal is a 
fraud. 

Delegation From League 
Of Arab States 

During his meeting with a 
delegation from the League of 
Arab States on July 13, Premier 
Zhao Ziyang reiterated China's 
firm support for the Palestinian, 
Lebanese, Syrian and other 
Arab people in their just strug- 
gle against Israeli aggression 
and expansion. He condemned 
Israel's barbarous acts of in- 
vading Lebanon and killing Pal- 
estinian and Lebanese people. 
He also condemned the United 

States for supporting and con- 
niving at Israeli aggression and 
expansion. 

The Premier said that China 
will continue to make efforts, 
along with other peace-loving 
and justice-upholding countries 
and peoples, to stop Israeli ag- 
gression and force Israel to 
withdraw its troops from Leb- 
anon immediately and uncon- 
ditionally. The Chinese Gov- 
ernment and people firmly be- 
lieve that no matter what  diffi- 
culties the Palestinian and other 
Arab people may encounter on 
their road ahead; they will 
surely emerge victorious in 
their just struggle. 

All Lutf A1-Thaor, leader of 
the delegation and Foreign 
Minister of the Yemen Arab 
Republic, praised China's firm 
and clear-cut policy concerning 
the Palestine and Arab cause. 
He said: "Your policy will help 
us win victory in our  cause." 

China's Stand on the Crisis 
In Lebanon 

Foreign Minister Huang Hua 
sent a message of greetings on 
July 12 to the Extraordinary 
Ministerial Meeting of the Co- 
ordinating Bureau of Non- 
Aligned Countries held in Ni- 
cosia, Cyprus, enunciating Chi- 
na's stand with regard to the 
crisis in Lebanon. The message 
said: 

"We sternly condemn the 
israeli authorities for their gen- 
ocidal invasion against the Pal- 
estinian and Lebanese people 
in disregard of the UN Charter  
and basic principles of interna- 
tional law; Israel must stop 
forthwith its invasion against 
Lebanon and withdraw uncon- 
ditionally all its troops from 
that country in implementation 
of the relevant resolutions of 
the UN General Assembly and 
the Security Council; 

"We maintain that the Pal- 
estinian people must. regain 
their national rights and that 
the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation, as the sole legal repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, has the right to participate 
in a comprehensive and just 
settlement of the Middle East 
question; 

"The independence~ sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity 
of Lebanon must be respected 
and no country is allowed to 
interfere in the internal affairs 
of Lebanon; 

"In our view, the immediate 
pressing task is to stop the 
Israeli attack against Beirut and 
force Israel to lift its siege of 
Beirut and then to withdraw all 
its troops from Lebanon. The 
internal problems among the 
various parties of the Arabs 
should be resolved by them- 
selves through consultations; 
the question of Israeli aggres- 
sion must not be mixed up with 
the Arab internal problems, and 
it is all the more impermissible 
for outside forces to interfere in 
the internal affairs of the 
Arabs; 

"We appeal to all non-aligned 
countries and other peace- 
loving and justice-upholding 
countries and peoples of the 
world to take urgent actions and 
work together to stop the Israeli 
acts of aggression, support the 
just cause of the Palestinian 
and Arab people and maintain 
peace in the Middle East." 

Foreign Minister Huang Hua's 
message said in conclusion: "I 
am sure that the Extraordinary 
Ministerial Meeting of the Co- 
ordinating Bureau of Nont 
Aligned Countries will make 
positive contributions to safe- 
guarding the principles of the 
UN Charter  and norms guiding 
international relations and 
maintaining peace in the Middle 
East and the world at large." 
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INTERNATIONAL REPORTS & COMMEI I'rS 

Hostile Policy Will Sabotage 
Sino-US Relations 

D URING the hear ings  before 
the Senate  Foreign Rela- 

tions Commit tee  on July  13 and 
14, Senator  Goldwate r  raised a 
series of provocat ive questions 
on Taiwan that  were carefully 
prepared and were a del iberate  
distort ion of facts. He enticed 
George Shultz into agreeing that  
the United States  has never for- 
mally recognized the "political 
sovereignty and jur isdict ion" of 
the People 's  Republic of China 
over Taiwan and insisted that  
the United States has the right 
to continue to sell arms to TaN 
wan according to the island's 
so-called "needs for defence." 
Being always hostile towards 
the Chinese people, Goldwater  
and other  prominent  figures in 
the Taiwan lobby have done 
their utmost  to advocate a 
breakaway of Taiwan from 
China and t r ied hard  to hinder  
and obstruct  the development 
of Sino-American relations. 
Their performance at the hear-  
ings revealed their  t rue colours 
as imperial is ts  and hegemonists. 

Shultz's Self-Contradictory 
Position 

People have noticed that  
Shultz answered Goldwater ' s  
provocative questions in the af- 
firmative. He did this despite 
the fact that  while answering 
the question on China's "poli t-  
ical sovereignty and jurisdic-  
tion" over Taiwan, he also 
quoted s ta tements  from the 
Shanghai Communique and the 
Joint Communique on the 
Establ ishment  of Diplomatic 
Relations Between China and 
the United States, which 
acknowledge tha t  there is only 

one China. As a result, he has 
placed himself  in a self-con- 
t radic tory  position. 

I t  . is an in ternat ional ly  rec- 
ognized fact and principle 
that  there  is only one China, 
that  Taiwan is part  of China 
and that  the Government  of the 
People 's  Republic of China is 
the sole legi t imate government  
of China. The US Government  
solemnly supported this pr in-  
ciple in the joint  communique 
on the establ ishment  of the 
Sino-US diplomatic relations, 
thus making the normalization 
of the Sino-US relat ions 
possible. 

In his recent let ter  to a Chi- 
nese leader,  Pres ident  Ronald 
Reagan reaf f i rmed:  "The United 
States  f i rmly  adheres to the 
posit ions agreed upon in the 
Joint  Communique on the 
Establ ishment  of Diplomatic 
Relations Between the United 
States  and  China." But now, 

Goldwater  and his supporters  
are denying the US Govern- 

ment 's  solemn commitment  to 
China, vainly  at tempting to 
undermine  the fundamental  
basis of Sino-US diplomatic re- 
lations and to deny China's 
sovereignty over Taiwan. This, 
of course, is absolutely intoler-  
able. 

It is a surpr ise  to the Chi- 
nese people that  Shultz echoed 
Goldwater ' s  remarks  which go 

against  the principle laid down 
in the Sino-US joint com- 
munique. People now wait  to 
see how Shultz will implement  
the US Government ' s  policy 
towards  China. 

The Source of the Difficulty 

The US sale of a rms  to 
Taiwan consti tutes a grave 
violat ion of China's  sovereignty 

and a serious interference in 

China 's  in ternal  affairs.  The 

Chinese Government  has con- 
s is tent ly  opposed this US act 

and lodged serious protests 

against  i t  on several  occasions. 

We wonder  why a US Senator  

has gone so far  as to d is regard  
China 's  views and advocate con- 

t inuing to sell weapons to 
Taiwan according to "Taiwan's  

so-called needs for defence"? 

Should this  proposit ion p r e v a i l ,  
would not  the Shanghai  Com- 

munique and the Joint  Com- 
munique on the Establ ishment  

of Sino-US Diplomatic Rela- 
tions become mere scraps of 

paper?  Should the US Govern-  

ment  go back on its word on 
such an impor tan t  question of 

principle,  how seriously, then 

could the  US Government ' s  for-  

eign policy be "considered? 

Goldwater ' s  hostile remarks  
towards  China and the Chinese 

people made  at this diff icult  
juncture  in Sino-US relat ions 

show most clearly the source 
f rom which such diff icul ty 
comes. 

Sino-US relat ions will be 

sabotaged if the views held by 

Goldwate r  and his l ike prevail .  
This would run counter  to the 
fundamenta l  will of the Chinese 
and Amer ican  peoples. What  
course to f o l l o w - - t h a t  is a 

question to which the US ad-  

minis t ra t ion  must  make  a 
serious answer. 

- - " R e n m ~ n  Ribao" com- 
mentary  (July 18) 
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Hanoi's Diplomatic Offensive 

T HE proposa l  for  t he  convoca-  
t ion of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

conference  on S o u t h e a s t  Asia  
advanced  by  the  fo re ign  min i s -  
ters '  confe rence  of Vie t  Nam, 
Laos and  the  p u p p e t  r eg ime  of 
P h n o m  Penh  is pa r t  of  Hano i ' s  
d ip loma t i c  o f f ens ive  l aunched  
in connec t ion  w i t h  i ts  a l leged  
" p a r t i a l  t r o o p  w i t h d r a w a l . "  

The  V i e t n a m e s e  au tho r i t i e s  
sa id  the  p r o p o s a l  re f lec ts  Viet  
N a m ' s  "cons i s t en t  a n d  s incere  
peace  po l icy"  and  i t s  des i re  to 
conci l ia te  and  coex i s t  peace fu l ly  
wi th  the  A S E A N  m e m b e r  coun-  
t r ies  and  to r e s to re  peace  and 
s tab i l i ty  to S o u t h e a s t  Asia.  
However ,  th is  p r o p o s a l  is in 
s h a r p  con t r a s t  to Vie t  Nam ' s  
r epea t ed  a t t acks  on the  i n t e r n a -  
t iona l  confe rence  on K a m p u c h e a  
sponsored  by  the  Un i t ed  Nations.  

I t  should  be r e m e m b e r e d  tha t  
Viet  N a m  c o n d e m n e d  the  in t e r -  
na t iona l  confe rence  a t t e n d e d  by  
more  t han  90 coun t r i e s  as " i l -  
lega l"  and  " c r u d e  i n t e r f e r e n c e "  
in K a m p u c h e a ' s  i n t e r n a l  affairs .  
Now, by  p ropos ing  a n o t h e r  in-  
t e rna t iona l  conference ,  Viet  N a m  
ev iden t ly  a ims  to res is t  the  UN 
reso lu t ions  on K a m p u c h e a  and 

the d e c l a r a t i o n  of  the  i n t e r n a -  
t ional  confe rence  on K a m -  
puchea.  

Crucial Issue Not  Mentioned.  
Viet  N a m ' s  p roposa l  m a d e  no 
men t ion  of the  c ruc ia l  issue in 
the  Sou theas t  A s i a n  s i t u a t i o n - -  
Viet  N a m ' s  occupa t ion  of K a m -  
puchea.  The cause  of t ens ion  in 
Sou theas t  Asia  is Viet  N a m ' s  
pu r suance  of  r eg iona l  h e g e m o n -  
ism, i ts  i nvas ion  of  K a m p u c h e a ,  
d o m i n a t i o n  of Laos  and  menace  
to the  secur i ty  of  T h a i l a n d  and 
o the r  Sou theas t  As i an  countr ies .  
Therefore ,  the  f u n d a m e n t a l  w a y  
to res to re  peace  and  s t ab i l i t y  in 
the  reg ion  is for  Viet  Nam to 
cease i ts  aggress ion  and  e x p a n -  
s ion and i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h d r a w  
all  i ts  t roops  f rom K a m p u c h e a .  
Viet N a m ' s  p roposa l  for  con- 
vening an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  con- 
ference  on Sou theas t  Asia  is 
a imed  a t  d i v e r t i n g  pub l i c  a t t en -  
t ion f rom the  K a m p u c h e a n  issue 
to the  so-ca l led  " S o u t h e a s t  
As ian  ques t ion"  so as  to  cover  up  
its occupa t ion  of  tha t  count ry .  

Another  Vers ion  of  the "Re-  
gional  Conference ."  The p ro -  
posed i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conference,  
according  to t he  " I n d o c h i n a  
fore ign  m i n i s t e r s '  conference ,"  
should be  a t t e n d e d  b y  two s ta te  
b l o c s - - t h e  Indoch inese  coun-  
t r ies  and  the  A S E A N  as wel l  as 
some coun t r i e s  concerned,  and  
the so-cal led  " I n d o c h i n e s e  coun-  
t r i es"  inc lude  the  P h n o m  Penh  
p u p p e t  reg ime .  I t  is obv ious  
t ha t  such  a conference  is bu t  

a n o t h e r  ve r s ion  of the  " regional  
confe rence"  a d v o c a t e d  by Hanoi  
but  f l a t l y  r e j ec t ed  by the 
A S E A N  sta tes .  Dur ing  the pas t  
few years ,  Viet  Nam has re-  
sor ted  to va r ious  t r icks  - -  
e xp re s s ing  wi l l ingness  to have  
d ia logues  wi th  ASEAN,  or wi l l -  
ingness  to come into  " 'contact" 
wi th  T h a i l a n d - - t o  lure the  
A S E A N  coun t r i e s  to si t  together  
wi th  the  P h n o m  Penh  puppe t  
r eg ime  at  the  negot ia t ing  table,  
thus  c r ea t i ng  an impress ion  of 
A S E A N ' s  de  fac to  recogni t ion 
of the  P h n o m  Perth regime.  
Hanoi  could  then  use this  " le-  
g i t i m a c y "  to j u s t i f y  its "per~ 
m a n e n t "  occupa t ion  of tha t  
count ry .  

There  a re  people  in the in t e r -  
na t i ona l  c o m m u n i t y  who t ake  
the  v i ew  tha t  Vie t  Nam has  
begun  to a d o p t  a " compara t i ve -  
ly rea l i s t ic  a t t i t u d e "  on the 
K a m p u c h e a n  p rob l e m and has 
shown " f l ex ib i l i t y , "  they  even 
advoca te  m a k i n g  compromise  
wi th  and  concessions  to Viet  
Nam. Tha t  is, to sacrif ice the  
v i ta l  i n t e r e s t s  of the  K a m p u -  
chean  people  in exchange  for  a 
pol i t ica l  s e t t l e m e n t  of the K a m -  
puchean  p rob lem.  By pu t t ing  
f o r w a r d  this  proposal ,  Hano i  
m e a n t  to m a k e  use of this  mood  
of  a p p e a s e m e n t  to  pass i tsel f  
off as a "peace  envoy"  before  
the  wor ld  publ ic  opinion,  and  
u n d e r  t ha t  cover  to continue i ts  
po l icy  of  aggress ion  and e x p a n -  
sion. Peop l e  have  to keep vig-  
i lance  aga ins t  this .  

- -  Li Yongming  

Mexico 

The Presidential Election and the 
Institutional Revolutionary Party 

Rollicking in the same boat. 
Cartoon by Zhu Ge~hua 

M I G U E L  DE LA MADRID,  
p re s iden t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  of 

the  ru l ing  In s t i t u t i ona l  Revo-  

l u t i ona ry  P a r t y  (PRI),  was  elect-  

ed  P r e s i d e n t  of Mexico on Ju ly  
4 for  a s i x - y e a r  t e rm.  

More t han  20 mil l ion people  
cast ba l lo t s  in ove r  50,000 pol l -  
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INTERNATIONAL II Illl" REPORTS & COMMENTS 

. . . . . .  -- -:- -=---- . . . . . .  -==---- ---- . . . . .  ---- - - - . . . .  - . . . .  - . . . .  cons t i tu tes  a h i g h e r  pe rcen tage  
of  the na t iona l  popu la t ion  than  

De la Madrid on Mexico-China Relations 

R E F E R R I N G  to Mexico-China relations, president-elect De la 
Madrid tol d editor-in-chief Guillermo Nasser of Ship ol 

China, a journal co-sponsored by China and Mexico, that rela- 
tions between the people of the two countries have existed for 
ages. One of the reasons is that many of the ancient Indians 
who lived in Mexico came from Asia. 

De la Madrid also said that one of the most typical costumes 
worn in Mexico is called "Chinese dress." Mexican and Asian 
a r e  similar in character. The Chinese people are respected and 
esteemed by the Mexican people. The Chinese people have re- 
doubled their efforts to raise their living standards and transform 
their country, into a major  nation important in global affairs. 

De la -Madr id  pointed out that Mexico's foreign policy is 
similar to China's. Both nations defend world peace, oppose war  
and arms expansion as well as war preparation, desire to 
strengthen economic co-operation among the countries of the 
world and establish an international order advantageous to weak 
countries. He held that Mexico should increase its contact with 
China in diplomatic and cultural fields. In the economic field, 
Mexico will certainly sign mutually favourable agreements with 
China. 

ing booths set up by federa l  
distr icts  and states  to elect  the 
new pres ident  and sena tors  and 
deputies.  It  was r epor t ed ly  the 
largest  e l e c t i o n  eve r  held  in 
Mexican history.  

The PRI ' s  p res iden t ia l  candi -  
date  was expec ted  to win.  The  
par ty  has never  encoun te red  
s igni f icant  oppes i t ion  and  its 
candidates  have  ob ta ined  m o r e  
than  70 per  cent  of the votes  in 
eve ry  election. The posi t ion of 
the pa r ty  has been consol idated.  
It t ight ly  controls  pol i t ical  power  
at all levels, inc luding  the  senate  
and congress. Since nomina t ion  
of the candida te  last Sep tember ,  

business, economic,  pol i t ical  
and rel igious groups  have  ex-  
pressed apprec ia t ion  and sup-  
port  for De la Madrid.  

a region of f r e q u e n t  coups and 
incessant  upheavals .  Since its 
founding  in 1929, the  pa r ty  has 
become an al l iance composed of 
200 nat ional  and reg iona l  o rgan-  

izations func t ion ing  as a 
uni ted front.  PRI's.  s t ruc tu re  

and leadersh ip  has been s tead i ly  
r e fo rmed  and perfec ted .  At  

present,  i t  has 13 mi l l ion  m e m -  
bers out  of  a popu la t ion  of 70 

mill ion. It has more  m e m b e r s  
than  any  other  pa r ty  in Lat in  
America .  Its m e m b e r s h i p  also 

any  o ther  Lat in  A m e r i c a n  poli t-  

ical par ty .  

P r o g r a m m e .  The  PRI ' s  prog-  
r a m m e  is in c o n f o r m i t y  wi th  
Mexico ' s  condit ions.  In 1978, 
the  most  modes t  p r o g r a m m e  
pu t  fo r th  a t  the  PRI ' s  Nin th  
Na t iona l  Congress  was  "ra is -  
ing  the  poli t ical ,  economic  
and social  s t a tus  of  the  masses ."  
The  par ty ' s  mos t  e x p a n s i v e  pro-  
g r a m m e  called for  "es tab l i sh ing  
a new socie ty  of social  de-  
mocracy,  that  is a coun t ry  
of  independence ,  sovere ign ty ,  
equal i ty ,  f r e e d o m  and pros-  
per i ty ."  

In te rna l ly ,  the p a r t y  advo-  
cates the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
r ep re sen ta t ive  democracy ,  per -  
mits  oppos i t ion  p a r t i e s  to par -  
t ic ipate  in g o v e r n m e n t  and 
poli t ical  affairs ,  and demands  
the state to p lay  a lead ing  role  
in economic  deve lopments .  Ex-  
ternal ly ,  it advoca tes  in te r -  
na t ional  peace, opposes im- 
per ia l i sm and h e g e m o n i s m ,  sup-  
ports  d i s a r m a m e n t  and e l imina -  
t ion of the dange r  of war.  It  
also ac t ive ly  suppor t s  the 
s t ruggle  to es tab l i sh  a more  
reasonable  i n t e rna t iona l  new 
order.  

- -  Yao  Chuntao 

US-European Conflict Getting 

Worse 

F o u n d a t i o n .  Madr id ' s  v ic tory  
const i tutes  the PRI ' s  t en th  
v ic to ry  dur ing  the  past  50 years.  
Because of its ex t ens ive  sup-  
port, t h e  PRI  has m a n a g -  
ed to r e m a i n  in power  in 

S INCE the recen t  s u m m i t  con- 
f.erence of  seven  Wes te rn  

countr ies  in Versai l les ,  the 
Uni ted  Sta tes  has b rough t  pres-  
sure to bear  on Wes te rn  Europe  
regard ing  the ques t ion  of steel  

and fa rm produc t s  and the sale 
of  gas p ipe l ine  e q u i p m e n t  to 
the Sovie t  Union.  This has 
genera ted  s t rong  dissat isfact ion 
among  West E u r o p e a n s  and the 
" u n i t y "  p roc la imed  at the  Ver -  
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sailles conference is quickly 
disappearing.  

The United States' 
Unilateral Move 

After  the negotiat ions on steel 
t rade between the United States 
and the European Economic 
Communi ty  broke down,  the 
United States uni la tera l ly  de- 
clared on June 11 its intent ion 
to impose an ant i -dumping tax 

on steel products imported 
f rom EEC member  countries. 
This has i r r i t a ted  the West 
European countries. Moreover,  
the United Sta tes  has accused 
the EEC of dumping  its surplus 
milk,  grain,  sugar  and meat  
and thereby  undercut t ing the 
United States  by offering export  
subsidies for theae products. 
The United States has said that  
if the EEC does not change this 
policy, i t  will  use 1,000 million 
dollars to subsidize its farm ex- 
ports. 

Pres ident  Reagan announced 
on June  18 that  the United 
States  had  decided to extend its 
sanctions against  the Soviet 
Union by  banning subsidiaries 

of US companies abroad and 
other  countries '  corporations 
under  US license from provid-  
ing the Soviet  Union with gas 

pipel ine and other equipment.  
On June  23, the US Deputy 
Secre ta ry  of Commerce said 
tha t  foreign corporations which 
violate this decision will  not be 
permi t ted  to acquire commodi- 
ties and informat ion from the 
United States. The United 
States has consistently opposed 
gas pipel ine  t rade between 
Western Europe and the Soviet  
Union since it was init ial ly 
proposed. However,  no decision 
was made at the Versailles con- 
ference because both sides pre- 
fer red  a compromise. As a re- 
sult, the United States '  uni-  
la teral  sanctions make it diff i-  
cult for  the West European 

countries to continue their  gas 
pipel ine ' t r a d e  with the Soviet 
Union. 

Western Europe's Tough 
Reaction 

An EEC leader  recently said 
that  Western Europe's  political 
and economic relations with the 
United States  are ex t remely  
strained.  West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut  Schmidt and 
French Pres ident  M[tterrand 
have expressed strong dissatis- 
faction with  the United States '  
decision. Even British Pr ime 
Minister  Thatcher,  who almost 
always supports  the United 
States, says that  the United 
States '  a t t empt  to curb Euro- 
pean involvement  in construct- 
ing the pipel ine is a mistake.  
Western Europe apparent ly  in-  
tends to ignore the United 
States '  decision and go ahead 
with the  gas pipeline contract.  

Some Western  newspapers say 
tha t  an t i -US feeling in Europe 
is increasing. If both sides 
failed to restrain themselves, 
the  Western alliance would be 
undermined.  

Sources of the Problems 

The deter iorat ion of US- 
European relat ions results from 
contradictions.  

The f irst  is their  s t ra tegy 
towards  the  Soviet Union. The 
Reagan adminis t ra t ion is t ry ing  
to take  advantage  of the Soviet 
Union's  domestic and external  
diff icult ies by exercising eco- 
nomic pressure. The adminis t ra-  
t ion hopes this tactic will force 
the Soviet  Union to abandon at- 
t empts  to expand its sphere of 
influence. The Reagan ad-  
minis t ra t ion  wants Western 
Europe to follow suit by increas- 
ing its sanctions against the 
Soviet Union. 

However,  France, West Ger-  
many  and other West European 

countries are  geographically 
close to the Soviet Union and 
their  relat ions wi th  it are dif- 
ferent  from those of the United 
States.  They say that  the 
United States '  harsh policy 
towards  the Soviet Union will 
undermine  their  t rade and eco- 
nomic interests  with the Soviet 
Union and other East European 
countries,  sharpen their  already 
intense relat ions with the Soviet 
Union and increase their dif- 
ficulties. In addition, the anti-  
war, ant i -nuclear  peace move- 
ment  is gaining momentum and 
ant i -US £eeling is running high 
in West European countries. 
These factors significantly in- 
fluence pol icy-making in these 
countries. 

Secondly, the United States 
and Western Europe have been 
faced with an economic crisis 
for two years  and each is t rying 
to find ways to improve its 
economy. This has inevitably 
led to sharp competition for 
marke t s  and a potential ly acute 
t rade  war  between them. 

Western Europe is mil i tar i ly 
dependent  on the United States, 
but  it  has become an economic 
rival. Therefore, on the one 
hand, it  wants to s t rengthen its 
al l iance with the United States 
in order  to counter the Soviet 
threats,  but on the other hand, 
it requires the United States to 
t rea t  i t  as equal so tha t  ~it can 
safeguard  its interests  and play 
a bigger role in world affairs.  
The United States, however, 
obst inately expects Western 
Europe to follow its policies 
a l though these policies are often 
self-contradictory.  Moreover, 
while continuing to export grain 
to the Soviet Union, the United 
States is a t tempt ing to force 
Western Europe to stop its gas 
pipeline trade with the Soviet 
Union. The result ing dissatisfac- 
tion of Western Europe with the 
United States is understandable.  

- -  Zhai Xiangqia~z 
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A r t i c l e s  & D o c u m e n t s  

On the Question of Human Rights 
In the International Realm 

by Shen Baoxiang, Wang Chengquan and 

The authors of this article review the historical develop- 
ment of the concept of human rights. They also point out 
that in the name of human rights the bourgeoisie replaced 
the feudal lords' hierarchy by its privilege over money. Since 
1945, respect for human rights has become an important 
issue in the international political struggle. In the 1970s, 
owing to the struggle by the third world countries, the con- 
cept was expanded to include new contents and the right to 
development has been regarded as a basic human right. 
The US-Soviet quarrel over human rights reflects their at- 
tempt to dominate the world. The article presents China's 
principled stand to defend human rights and the relation- 
ship between socialism and human rights. 

Li Zerui 

H UMAN rights constitute an issue in present- 
day international activities and their dis- 

cussions and examinations become part of the 
work of the United Nations. Countries hold 
different views about human rights because of 
their different social systems, political interests 
and degrees of economic development. This is 
also true of groups and individuals with dif- 
ferent political tendencies. Therefore, the ques- 
tion of human rights is unprecedentedly complex 
and broad in scope. 

Origin of Human Rights 

In order to .get a clear understanding of the 
question, let's recall the historical development 
of the concept of human rights. 

The notion of human rights was first raised 
by Westerners two or three centuries ago. To 
challenge the privileges and religious authori ty 
of feudal aristocrats and the clergy in the Middle 
Ages, enlightened bourgeois thinkers at that 
time created the theory of natural rights and 
championed such human rights as freedom, 
equality and the pursuit of happiness. This 
theory became a powerful ideological weapon 
for the ,new emerging bourgeoisie in its fight 
against feudal autocracy. 

The 1776 US Declaration of Independence 
declared that "all men are created equal, that 

The  authors are theoretical or legal workers. 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness." This 
was the first time that the bourgeoisie affirmed 
its demand for and stand on human rights in a 
political programme. The French constitutional 
conference, which resulted .from the French 
bourgeois revolution, adopted in 1789 the 
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the 
Citizen, which is known as the Declaration of 
Human Rights. "Men are born and remain free 
and equal in respect of rights," proclaimed the 
declaration. These natural rights "are liberty, 
property and resistance to oppression." The 
declaration, which later became the preamble of 
the French Constitution, put forward for the 
first time the slogan of human rights in legal 
form. The Declaration of H u m a n  Rights pro- 
claimed the end of the rule of the privileged 
feudal class and the establishment of the polit- 
ical rule of the bourgeoisie. 

The theory and slogan of human rights 
played a fairly progressive role in a historical 
period and reflected characteristics of that time, 
and they have exerted widespread influence in 
the capitalist world for a long time. Human 
rights were supposed to pertain to all human 
beings. However, this bourgeois slogan ex- 
pressed the new bourgeoisie's claims in the most 
ordinary form of rights. In the .name of human 
rights, the bourgeoisie replaced the feudal lords' 
hierarchy and hereditary privileges by those 
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der ived  f rom its con t ro l  of money .  The r ights  
of f r eedom refer  m a i n l y  to the  f r eedom to pos-  
sess p r i va t e  p r o p e r t y .  The  r igh t s  to pu r sue  hap -  
p iness  refer ,  in fact ,  to the  r i gh t  to explo i t  la-  
boure r s  as much  as poss ib le  and to pu r sue  
weal th .  M a r x  po in ted  out:  " T h e  r igh ts  of men  
themse lves  are  cons idered  as p r iv i l ege . "  (Kar l  
Marx  and F r e d e r i c k  Engels :  Collected Works, 
Vol. 5). 

F o r  a long pe r iod  of t ime,  h u m a n  r ights  
ex i s ted  as p r inc ip l e s  of some  count r ies '  po l i t i cs  
and  legis la t ion.  D u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  II, especia l ly  
a f t e r  t he  found ing  of the  Un i t ed  Nat ions ,  h u m a n  
r igh t s  concepts  began  to be w ide ly  app l i ed  in 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i ons  and  the  g u a r a n t e e  of 
h u m a n  r igh ts  became  a w i d e l y  accepted  p r in -  
ciple in the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y .  D u r i n g  
W o r l d  W a r  II, the  a t roc i t i e s  of  Ge rman ,  I t a l i an  
and  J a p a n e s e  fascists ,  who  m a s s a c r e d  people  in 
va r ious  countr ies ,  a roused  s t rong  ind igna t ion  
f rom the  wor ld ' s  people ,  who  d e m a n d e d  the 
g u a r a n t e e  of h u m a n  r igh t s  a n d  sugges ted  tha t  
r espec t  for  h u m a n  r igh t s  be the  .pr inciple  of 
p o s t w a r  i n t e rna t i ona l  re la t ions .  

The  1945 C h a r t e r  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  
dec la red :  "We the  peoples  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  
d e t e r m i n e d  to save  succeed ing  gene ra t ions  f rom 
the  scourge  of war ,  which  tw ice  in our  l i fe t ime  
has b r o u g h t  un to ld  s o r r o w  to m a n k i n d ,  and  to 
r e a f f i r m  fa i th  in f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r ights ,  in 
the  d ign i ty  and w o r t h  of the  h u m a n  person,  in 
the  equa l  r igh ts  of men  and  w o m e n  and of na-  
t ions  la rge  and  smal l . "  Respec t  for  h u m a n  
r igh ts  has  since become an i m p o r t a n t  issue in 
the  i n t e rna t i ona l  pol i t ica l  s t ruggle .  

New Development of the Concept 
of Human Rights 

Rights  deve lop  as  h i s to ry  develops  and  so 
do h u m a n  r ights .  As  a r esu l t  of the  deve lop-  
m e n t  of h is tory ,  changes  in the  economic and  
pol i t ica l  s i tua t ion ,  the  e m e r g e n c e  of new pol i t -  
ical  forces  and the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of va r ious  
s t rugg les  in  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communi ty ,  the  
concept  of h u m a n  r igh ts  has  become h igher  in 
con ten t  t han  w h a t  was d e f i n e d  by  the  Wes te rn  
bourgeois ie  in the  17th and 18th centuries .  As 
far  as the  concept  of h u m a n  r igh t s  def ined  by  
the  Uni ted  Nat ions  is concerned ,  the re  have  
been two ma jo r  deve lopmen t s .  

1. Over  a long per iod  of t ime,  the  bour -  
geoisie  r e g a r d e d  possessiofl  of p r i va t e  p r o p e r t y  
as "its most  i m p o r t a n t  h u m a n  r ight .  Therefore ,  
i t  ru th le s s ly  exp lo i t ed  w o r k e r s  and  d rove  t hem 
to pover ty .  Since  Wor ld  W a r  II, the  w o r k i n g  

class '  s t r ugg le  for  r ights  in cap i t a l i s t  countr ies  
has  in tens i f ied ,  forc ing  the bourgeo i s ie  to adop t  
some  so-ca l led  we l f a re  pol icies  tha t  gave  cer ta in  
benef i t s  to the  w o r k e r s  a t  the i r  own expense.  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  economic,  social  and cul-  
t u r a l  r ights  were  e m b o d i e d  in the UN conven-  
t ions on h u m a n  r ights .  In 1966, the  UN Genera l  
A s s e m b l y  adop ted  two  i m p o r t a n t  h u m a n  r ights  
conven t ions :  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Covenant  on 
Civil  and  Pol i t i ca l  Rights  and  the In t e rna t iona l  
C o v e n a n t  on Economic,  Social  and  Cul tura l  
Rights .  (The two  convent ions ,  t oge the r  wi th  the  
Un ive r sa l  Dec la ra t i on  of H u m a n  Rights,  a re  
k n o w n  as the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c ha r t e r  of h u m a n  
r ights . )  The  l a t t e r  p u r p o r t s  to recognize the  
r igh t s  of  e v e r y o n e  to w o r k  and  to en joy  jus t  
cond i t i ons  of work ,  to fo rm t r a d e  unions,  to re-  
ce ive  educa t ion ,  to t ake  pa r t  in cu l tu ra l  l i fe and  
to e n j o y  social  secur i ty .  The  add i t i on  of eco- 
nomic,  social  and  cu l tu ra l  r igh t s  m a k e  the con- 
cept  of  h u m a n  r igh ts  r i che r  in content .  

2. A n o t h e r  m a j o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the con- 
cept  of h u m a n  r igh ts  is t he  add i t i on  of the  
no t ion  t h a t  the  people  of colonies and dependen-  
cies have  the  r igh t  to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and 
de ve lopme n t .  The  bourgeois ie  p roud ly  advoca ted  
h u m a n  r igh t s  in i ts  coun t r i e s  whi le  conduct-  
ing  ru th l e s s  oppress ion  and p lunde r  in i ts vas t  
colonies,  semi-co lonies  and  dependenc ies  in Asia,  
A f r i c a  and  La t in  Amer ica .  Colonia l i s t s  and im-  
per ia l i s t s  have  never  wi l l ing ly  conceded any  
h u m a n  r igh t s  to the  people  of these  countr ies  
and  regions.  

A f t e r  Wor ld  W a r  II, the  colonial  people 's  
m o v e m e n t  for  na t iona l  l i be ra t i on  gained 
m o m e n t u m .  Many  colonial  count r ies  achieved 
independence ,  j o ined  the  Un i t ed  Nations,  took 
p a r t  in i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pol i t ica l  ac t iv i t ies  and put  
f o r w a r d  the i r  o w n  views abou t  h u m a n  rights.  
In  r e c e n t  years ,  t h i rd  wor ld  coun t r i e s  have  sug-  
ges ted  tha t  no  one  has  a m o n o p o l y  on def ini t ions  
of h u m a n  r ights .  Moreover ,  they  oppose  the  
r e s t r i c t i on  of h u m a n  r ights  ac t iv i t ies  wi th in  
the  UN to E u r o p e a n  s t a n d a r d  as they  were  in 
the  past .  

The  7th UN Genera l  A s s e m b l y  in 1952 and 
the  A s i a n - A f r i c a n  Confe rence  in Ba'ndur~g in 
1955 bo th  a f f i r m e d  tha t  na t iona l  s e l f -de t e rmina -  
t ion  is a p r e r equ i s i t e  for f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  
r ights ,  t hus  l ink ing  the g u a r a n t e e  of h u m a n  
r igh ts  wi th  the  na t iona l  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of 
colonia l  people.  In  1960, wi th  the  new emerg ing  
coun t r i e s  in Asia,  Af r i ca  and  Lat in  Amer ica  
l ead ing  the  way,  the  UN G e ne ra l  Assembly  
a dop t e d  the  Dec la ra t ion  on the  G r a n t i n g  of In-  
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dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 
which declared that  all peoples have the r ight  
to sel f -determinat ion,  and that  "the subject ion 
of peoples to al ien subjugation,  dominat ion and 
exploitat ion consti tutes a denial  of fundamenta l  
human rights, is contrary  to the Charter  of the 
United Nations." The declarat ion clearly af-  
firmed that  the colonial people 's  r ight  to self- 
determinat ion is a fundamenta l  human right.  

By the 1970s, the struggle of the third world 
countries became all the more active in the realm 
of human rights in the United Nations, and new 
content was continuously added to the concept 
of human rights. In 1977, the 32nd UN General  
Assembly overwhelmingly  adopted the 32/130 
resolution proposed by the third world countries 
concerning the new concept of human rights, 
urging the United Nations to consider the new 
concept when promot ing human rights and 
fundamental  freedoms. The resolution showed 
that  human rights not only included individual  
rights and fundamenta l  freedoms, but also the 
rights and fundamenta l  freedoms of nations and 
peoples. 

The United Nations'  human rights activities, 
the resolution held, should recognize that  
apartheid,  all  forms of racial di 'scrihlination, 
colonialism, foreign domination and occupation, 
aggression and threats  against  national  sover- 
eignty, nat ional  unity and terr i tor ia l  integri ty,  
as well as refusals to recognize the fundamental  
rights of all peoples to sel f -determinat ion and 
of every nation to exercise full sovereignty over 
its natural  wealth and resources, constitute s i tua-  
tions which are f lagrant  violations of human 
rights. 

The resolution also pointed out:  Lasting 
progress in the implementa t ion of human rights 
is dependent  upon sound and effective national 
and internat ional  policies of economic and social 
development; the continuing existence of an 
unjust in ternat ional  economic order  consti tutes 
a major  obstacle to the realization of economic, 
social and cul tura l  r ights in developing coun- 
tries, and the real izat ion of a new internat ional  
economic order  is an essential element for the 
effective promotion of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms. 

The UN Commission on Human Rights 
adopted a resolution in 1979 to include the right 
of development as a fundamenta l  human right. 

The struggle to s t r ive for and safeguard 
human rights is now being linked to the struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism and he.ge- 
monism. 

Some Western polit icians and scholars re- 
ject the newest defini t ions of human  rights. 
They place undue emphasis  on personal  human 
rights and advocate absolute  individual  freedom. 
They also claim these r ights to be fundamenta l ly  
necessary for economic development  and ignore 
the rea l i ty  of in ternat ional  politics. 

One may ask: If a nat ion is deprived of 
the  right to se l f -de te rmina t ion ,  a country is 
occupied by alien aggressors and the whole na- 
tion and people are enslaved and if a country is 
depr ived of sovereignty over  its weal th  and nat-  
ural resources and comes under  control of colo- 
nialism, how can there be individual  rights and 
freedoms? How can the basic conditions for 
economic development exist?  

The fact is that  today some countries and 
nations are in such condit ions due to the control 
and enslavement by hegemonism, imperial ism 
and colonialism. In such cases, defence of na-  
tional r ights becomes a precondit ion for respect- 
ing personal human rights. 

Complicated Struggle Centring 
Around Human Rights 

The UN's activit ies are an impor tan t  aspect 
of the struggle for human rights in the World. 
The struggle is intr icately complex and can be 
divided into the following categories:  

1. The struggle of th i rd  world  countries 
and other just ice-upholding countries against  the 
large-scale violation of human rights by hege- 
monism, imperial ism, colonialism ahd autocracy. 
During recent years, the UN Commission on 
Human Rights has adopted a series of resolu- 
tions denouncing foreign armed occupation in 
Afghanis tan and Kampuchea,  actions which 
have destroyed the r ight  to nat ional  self- 
determinat ion,  turned large numbers  of peo- 
ple into refugees and seriously violated 
human rights on a large scale. At UN con- 
ferences, representat ives from thi rd  world coun- 
tries have repeatedly  denounced the South 
African Government  for its racial  apa r the id  and 
discrimination. Israel  has also been criticized 
because of its ruthless inf r ingement  upon the 
human rights of the Palest inian people. 

2. The third world countries '  s t ruggle for 
the establishment of a new in terna t ional  eco- 
nomic order  and the r ight  to development  and 
against  exploi tat ion of poor nations by rich na- 
tions. With strong suppor t  from thi rd  world 
countries, the UN conferences have passed 
numerous declarations and resolutions which 
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clearly s t ipula te  that  a new internat ional  eco- 
nomic order  should be established, that  every 
country has the right to exercise full and per-  
manent  sovere ignty  over its wealth and na tura l  
resources and that  measures should be taken  to 
improve the economy of developing countries. 
However,  these just  demands for the r ight  to 
development ,  a consti tuent par t  of human rights,  
have been s tubborn ly  opposed by some rich 
countries tha t  advocate human rights. Conse- 
quently,  not much has been achieved. 

3. Activi t ies  of human rights for the im- 
provement  of society, humani ty  and culture. 
These activit ies include: el iminat ion of discrimi-  
nation agair~st women, equali ty between men 
and women, p roper  care for the growth of 
youths and children, improved living conditions 
of the e lder ly  and the handicapped and the pro-  
motion of educat ion and science. 

The United Nations has adopted a series of 
declarat ions and conventions, such as the Dec- 
la ra t ion  on Social Progress and Development ,  
the Declarat ion of the Rights of the Child, the 
Declarat ion on the Promotion Among Youth of 
the Ideals of Peace, Mutual  Respect and Under-  
s tanding Between Peoples, the Convention on 
the Political Rights of Women, the United Na- 
tions Declarat ion on t h e  Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Declarat ion 
on the Rights of Mental ly Retarded Persons, the 
Protocol Relat ing to the Status of Refugees as 
well  as the Convention for the Suppression of 
the Traffic  in Persons and of the Exploi ta t ion 
of the Prost i tut ion of Others. Through various 
forms, the United Nations and many  countries 
have taken par t  in a large number  of such social 
and humane  activities. 

4. The struggle between the two super-  
powers  centr ing around human rights. At  the 
United Nations and other  in ternat ional  con- 
fe/'ences, the two superpowers,  the Soviet Union 
and the United States, have accused each other  
of human  r ights  violations. The United States 
claims that  the Soviet Unions is violat ing the 
fundamenta l  human rights of people in the East 
European countries. The Soviet Union says that  
the United States  is engaging in a "p ropaganda  
war  of human  rights," and has collected ma-  
terials  to denounce the la t ter  for violat ing 
human rights.  The superpower  quarrel  
over human r ights  does not show their  
concern for  human rights, but their  a t tempt  to 
dominate  the whole world. 

5. The bourgeoisie and some unscrupulous 
people a t tack the socialist system by taking 
advantage  of human rights. Imperial is ts  and 

the Western bourgeoisie have never ceased to 
use human r ights  to a t tack and slander China, 
nor have they reduced the i r  efforts to engage 
in ideological inf i l t ra t ion  of China. Western 
propaganda machines have consistently distorted 
coverage of China's human rights activities and 
social conditions. They claim that  the socialist 
democratic system violates the so-called "human 
rights." Some have even provided support  for 
people in China engaged in illegal activites 
under  the pre text  of promot ing human rights. 

China's Principled Stand on 
Human Rights 

As early as 1955, Premier  Zhou Enlai pointed 
out in his repor t  at an enlarged session of the 
Standing Commit tee  of the National People's 
Congress made after  his re turn from the 
Bandung Asian-Afr ican Conference that the 
10-point principles of the declaration of the 
Asian-Afr ican Conference st ipulate  "respect for 
the fundamenta l  rights and for the purposes and 
principles of the Char ter  of the United Nations, 
respec t for justice and internat ional  obligations 
and set t lement  of all internat ional  disputes by 
peaceful means." 

China's a t t i tude  is clear-cut  with regard to 
the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations, including respect for funda- 
mental  human rights. 

Human r ights  are not an abstract  slogan or 
an isolated question. They are closely related to 
internat ional  politics. The pr imary  sources of 
the intense .and chaotic internat ional  situation, 
the threat  to human securi ty and large-scale 
violations of fundamenta l  human rights are 
hegemonism, imperial ism, colonialism, especial- 
ly the contention for hegemony between the 
two superpowers,  the Soviet Union and the 
United States. The struggle to guarantee funda- 
mental  human rights can only be meaningful 
and succeed af ter  it  is combined with the 
struggle against  hegemonism, imperialism and 
colonialism and becomes one of its components. 

The most impor tan t  task of the interna-  
tional communi ty  is to oppose the hegemonists'  
large-scale violat ion of fundamental  human 
rights by their  aggression against other coun- 
tries. The Soviet Union's armed occupation of 
Afghanistan,  which has resulted in millions of 
Afghan refugees l iving abroad, seriously vio- 
lates the fundamenta l  human rights of the Af-  
ghan people. With the support  of the Soviet 
Union, the Vietnamese hegemonists have in- 
vaded Kampuchea and are slaughtering the 
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patriotic Kampuchean soldiers and civilians, thus 
depriving the Kampuchean people of their fun- 
damental human rights. The aggression of the 
Soviet and Vietnamese hegemonists runs counter 
to the purposes and principles of the UN Charter 
and the international charter of human rights. The 
United States supports Israel's serious violations 
of the Palestinian people's fundamental  human 
rights and helps the South African racists who 
are systematically violating the fundamental 
human rights of people in southern Africa. Such 
violations of other people's fundamental  human 
rights have been repeatedly denounced by the 
just international public opinion and the Chinese 
Government and people. 

Another important task of the international 
community in promoting and guaranteeing 
fundamental human rights is for the third world 
countries to strive for the right to economic 
development. Because the rich countries ex- 
ploit the poor countries, the people of many 
third world countries live in poverty and the 
people of the least developed countries are in 

still worse conditions. Therefore ,  the interna- 
tional activities of human rights should show 
special concern for safeguarding the right of the 
third world countries to develop their national 
economies and changing their people's state of 
poverty. These are also an unshirkable duty of 
the United Nations, other international organiza- 
tions and countries, especially the developed 
countries. 

The human rights goals advocated by the 
United Nations and other international organiza- 
tions in social and cultural areas such as the 
elimination of discrimination against women, 
the protection of children, taking care of the old 
and the handicapped ' the elimination of illiteracy 
and the promotion of science and technology are 
also concerns of the international community. 
China will continue to make its contribution in 
these fields. 

Using the slogan of human rights to inter- 
fere in other countries' essentially internal af- 
fairs is intolerable in international activities. 
China follows the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence and never interferes in other 
countries' internal affairs. It also holds that 
using alleged charges of human rights violations 
to vilify and attack China and to interfere in 
China's judicial and administrative affairs is an 
act unfriendly to China and the Chinese people 

and a violation of China's sovereignty. China 
has to refute and oppose it. 

Socialism and Human Rights 

The human rights advocated by the bour- 
geoisie played a progressive role in history. 
Limited in concept, they primarily meet the 
needs of the bourgeoisie and are very deceptive 
to the working class and other working people. 
Class exploitation is the greatest social inequal- 
ity. The system of exploitation is the major 
cause of various forms of social inequality. 
Under the system of exploitation of man by 
man, it is impossible to really satisfy people's 
demands for rights. Marxists hold that only 
when the system of exploitation is eliminated 
and social productive forces are fully developed 
can the broad masses of people fully enjoy 
political, economic, social and cultural rights 
and can the rights genuinely become universal. 

China's socialist practice has proved that 
only the socialist system can guarantee the full 
implementation of the people's rights. By mak- 
ing revolution, China overthrew the rule of im- 
perialism and feudalism, transformed the polit- 
ical system of dictatorship of big landlords and 
the big bourgeoisie, established th~ people's 
democratic political power, eliminated the sys- 
tem of exploitation and enabled social produc- 
tive forces, science, education and cultural 
undertakings to develop rapidly. This has 
brought about a fundamental change in the 
political and economic positions of the Chinese 
people. 

All the revolutionary achievements and all 
the rights the Chinese people gained are record- 
ed in the Chinese Constitution. Its stipulations 
on citizens' freedom of person, political rights, as 
well as economic, social and cultural rights, and 
on equality of all nationalities, guarantee of t h e  
national minorities' legal rights and interests 
and prohibition of discrimination and oppression 
against any nationalities are specific manifesta- 
tions of practising fundamental human rights. 
The stipulations on the inviolability of socialist 
public property, prohibitions against exploita- 
tion and guarantees of each individual's labour 
gains constitute a solid foundation for guaran-  
teeing fundamental  human rights. 

These principles were reiterated in the re- 
cently promulgated draft of the revised Chinese 
Constitution, which clearly stipulates that the 
freedom of person of citizens, the personal dig- 
nity of citizens and the homes of citizens are in- 

(Continued on p. 22.) 
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China's Policy on Absorption of Direct 
Investment From Foreign Countries 

by Wei Yuming 

The China Inves tmen t  Promot ion Meeting 
held last mon th  in Guangzhou  was a grand in- 
ternational gathering. Wei  Yuming ,  Vice- 
Minis ter  of Foreign Economic Relations and 
Trade, made a speech at the meet ing on ques- 
tions o] common concern to foreign business- 
men,  including China' s policies, inves tment  
guarantees,  taxation and the autonomous  rights 
of the joint ventures.  The fol lowing excerpts 
are f rom his speech. - -  Ed. 

W E have roughly adopted three forms of 
utilizing foreign capital: first, direct in- 

vestment, including joint ventures, co-operative 
enterprises, joint exploration and exploitation. 
compensatory trade, and so on; second, medium- 
and long-term loans with middle and low in- 
terest rates provided by foreign governments 
and international financial institutions and 
various development funds; third, conventional 
commercial loans. Within the coming years, 
the absorption of direct investment should be 
taken as the most important form of utilizing 
foreign capital. 

Since the Chinese Government adopted the 
open policy towards foreign countries in 1979. 
we have made encouraging progress in the ab- 
sorption of direct investment from Xianggang 
(Hongkong), Aomen (Macao) and foreign coun- 
tries. By the end of 1981, China had approved 
and built 40 joint ventures using Chinese and 

foreign capita1, more than 390 contracts for co- 
operative enterprises and 590 projects of com- 
pensatory trade plus offshore oil exploration 
and development, the absorption of foreign 
capital totalled 2,845.5 million US dollars. At 
the same time, some important rules and regula- 
tions concerning the absorption of foreign capital 
were drawn up and promulgated. 

We have also found it necessary to adopt a 
series of corresponding policies on the absorp- 
tion of direct investment from foreign countries. 

1. It is necessary to meet  the needs of 
China's economic readjustment, the four modern- 
izations and the improvement  of the living 
standards of the people and pay attention to 
economic returns. 

The aim or starting point of all economic 
activities of China is to effectively readjust 
the national economy, speed up the four 
modernization programme and improve the 
living standards of the people. The absorption 
of direct investment from foreign countries must 
serve these ends. Therefore, while establishing 
joint ventures using Chinese and foreign invest- 
ment, co-operative enterprises, joint exploration 
and development of natural resources and com- 
pensatory trade, we put emphasis on the follow- 
ing: (1) development of energy; (2) light in- 
dustry, textile industry, food industry, pharma- 
ceuticals, telecommunications and electronic fn- 
dustry; (3) building materials, machinery, iron 
and steel as well as chemical industry; (4) agri- 
cul ture  animal husbandry and raising and 
breeding projects, and (5) tourism and service 
trades. 

In addition to meeting the requirements of 
the above major trades, the absorption of direct 
investment from foreign countries should help 
promote the improvement of economic results. 
To be more specific, foreign investment must 
meet the following requirements: 

(1) The adoption of advanced technology 
and scientific management should increase the 
output and variety of products, upgrade quality 
and save energy and materials. 
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(2) A small investment 
must yield quick and abun- 
dant returns and technical 
transformation can be carried 
out in the existing enterprises 
in every possible way. 

(3) Exports will be ex- 
panded and foreign exchange 
earnings increased. 

(4) Technicians and 
management personnel will 
be trained. 

During the past three 
years, China's absorption of 
direct investment from for- 
eign countries has basically 
met the above-mentioned re- 
quirements. (See the Special Feature "Joint 
Ventures With Chinese and Foreign Investment" 
in issue No. 17 this y e a r . -  Ed.) 

There are approximately 400,000 large, 
medium-sized and small enterprises in China. 
The bulk of them require technical transforma- 
tion to be carried out by stages and in groups in 
accordance with the .necessity and possibility 
in order to economize on energy and raw ma- 
terials, reduce production cost and raise pro- 
ductivity. This is an arduous task which is 
being facilitated by foreign capital. The tech- 
nology of the existing enterprises should be 
renovated and reformed in every possible way. 
This is not only essential to China's economic 
readjustment and the four modernization pro- 
gramme, but also quite favourable for foreign 
investors. Among the 40 joint ventures ap- 
proved, 23 are converted from existing en- 
terprises, accounting for 57 per cent of the total 
number of joint ventures. 

2. It is necessary  to adhere  to the prin-  
ciple of  equa l i ty  and m u t u a l  benef i t  and 
guarantee  the  l eg i t imate  rights  and interests  of  
both sides. 

China has consistently adhered to the prin- 
ciple of equality and mutual benefit in handling 
and developing foreign economic relations and 
trade. This principle is reflected mainly as 
follows: 

(1) The agreements, contracts and the 
articles of associatio~ negotiated between Chi- 
na and foreign investors are reached through 
full consultation on the basis of equality. No 
articles in the contracts and stipulations signed 
by both sides should be detrimental either to 

China's first modern container factory run by the Guangzhou 
Shipyard and companies from Xianggang and the United States. 

China's rights and interests or to the rights 
and interests of foreign investors. We will 
take into consideration our rights and in- 
terests as well as foreign investors' rights and 
interests and let the foreign investors earn 
profits. 

(2) After the signing of contracts and 
articles of .association, we will ask our partners 
to honour the contracts and commit ourselves 
to fulfilling the obligations stipulated in the 
contracts. 

(3) The partners of joint ventures or co- 
operative enterprises using Chinese and foreign 
investment should participate in joint manage- 
ment and establish the manager  responsibility 
system under the leadership of a board of 
directors with a management  department under 
its leadership responsible for comprehensive 
management of the enterprise. Composed of 
members from both sides, the board of directors 
may discuss and make decisions on all major 
issues pertaining to the enterprises. 

(4) The legitimate rights and interests and 
lawful profits of the partners of joint ventures 
or co-operative enterprise s will be equally pro- 
tected by China's relevant laws. All the partners 
are equal before China's laws. 

During the past three years , China and 
foreign firms have co-operated satisfactorily in 
joint ventures and co-operative .enterprises be- 
cause China has conscientiously carried out 
the principle of equality and mutual benefit 
and the foreign investors have sincerely desired 
to co-operate. 

Article 12 of the "Draft  of the Revised 
Constitution of the People's Republic of China," 
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p r o m u l g a t e d  on A p r i l  28, 1982, s t ipu la t e s :  "The  
People ' s  R e p u b l i c  of Ch ina  pe rmi t s  fore ign  
en te rpr i ses ,  o t h e r  f o r e ign  economic o rgan iza -  
t ions or  fo re ign  i n d i v i d u a l s  to inves t  in C h i n a  
in  accordance  w i t h  the  s t ipu la t ions  of t he  l aws  
of the  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  of China,  or  to u n d e r -  
t ake  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  of economic  co -ope ra t ion  
wi th  Ch inese  e n t e r p r i s e s  or  o t h e r  Chinese  eco-  
nomic o rgan iza t i ons ;  a l l  such  i n v e s t m e n t  or 
jo in t  u n d e r t a k i n g s  in  China  mus t  accord  wi th  
p rov i s ions  of t he  l aws  of the  Peop le ' s  Re-  
publ ic  of China . "  " T h e i r  l awfu l  r ights  a n d  in-  
te res ts  a re  p r o t e c t e d  by  laws  of the  Peop le ' s  Re-  
pub l i c  of Ch ina . "  D u r i n g  the  pas t  30 years ,  
the  Chinese  G o v e r n m e n t  has  a lways  a b i d e d  by 
its p romises  in i ts  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  fore ign  coun-  
tries. A s  long as  fo re ign  inves to r s  do  not  v io la t e  
the  l aws  of the  Ch inese  G o v e r n m e n t  and  the  
jo in t  v e n t u r e s  a n d  co -ope ra t ive  en t e rp r i s e s  do 
not  in f r inge  u p o n  C h i n a ' s  pub l i c  in te res t s  and  
pub l i c  order ,  w e  wi l l  not  conf iscate  t he i r  i nves t -  
ments .  Even  in cases  invo lv ing  fac tors  such as 
l a rge - sca le  w a r  and  d i s a s t rous  n a t u r a l  ca l ami -  
t i e s - w h e n  a n d  if f o re ign  assets have  to be 
r e q u i s i t i o n e d - - t h e  Chinese  G o v e r n m e n t  wil l  
h a n d l e  a f f a i r s  accord ing  to legal  p r o c e d u r e s  
and  c o m p e n s a t e  in accordance  w i t h  the  p r in -  
c iple  of fa i rness  and  reasonableness .  

A l t h o u g h  we have  not ye t  p r o m u l g a t e d  
some r e l e v a n t  l aws  and  regu la t ions  p e r t a i n i n g  
to pa ten ts ,  etc.,  i t  is qui te  necessa ry  for  us to 
consul t  w i th  each  o the r  on the a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  
p r o b l e m s  on an  equal  basis  and  m a k e  corres-  
p o n d i n g  s t i pu l a t i ons  in the  form of contracts .  
Once the  con t rac t s  s igned  by  Chinese  and 
fore ign  f i rms  a re  a p p r o v e d  by  the Min i s t ry  of 
F o r e i g n  Economic  Re la t ions  and T r a d e  or  its 
au tho r i zed  ins t i tu t ions ,  the  cont rac ts  t hemse lves  
wi l l  have  a legal  b ind ing  force on both sides.  If 
new laws and  r egu l a t i ons  issued by  the Chinese  

G o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  the  a p p r o v a l  of the  con t rac t s  
confl ic t  w i t h  the  prov is ions  in the  cont rac ts ,  
common  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  prac t ices  will  be fol lowed.  
The  or ig ina l  con t rac t s  shou ld  be sub jec t  to new 
laws and r e g u l a t i o n s  i ssued a f t e r  the  a p p r o v a l  
of the  contrac ts .  But,  those  conf l ic t ing  pa r t s  
of the  o r ig ina l  con t rac t s  could  be  dea l t  w i th  in 
accordance  wi th  the  s t ipu la t ions  in the  o r ig ina l  
con t rac t s  t h r o u g h  m u t u a l  consu l t a t ion  and  
conf i rma t ion .  

The  l eg i s l a t i ve  w o r k  on the abso rp t ion  of 
d i rec t  fo re ign  i n v e s t m e n t  is be ing  u n d e r t a k e n  
v igo rous ly  by the  Chinese  d e p a r t m e n t s  con- 
cerned.  "The  Rules  a n d  RegSla t ions  for  the  
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the  Law of the  Peop le ' s  Re-  
pub l i c  of Ch ina  on Jo in t  Ven tu res  Us ing  Chi -  

nese and Fo re ign  I n v e s t m e n t "  wi l l  soon be 
p romulga ted .  The  P a t e n t  Law,  the  Corpora t ion  
Law and o the r  r e l e v a n t  l aws  and  regula t ions  
are  also be ing  s c ru t i n i zed  a n d  w o r k e d  out. In 
the  nea r  fu ture ,  Ch ina ' s  r e l e v a n t  laws  and reg- 
u la t ions  wil l  c e r t a in ly  become  increas ingly  
perfect .  

3. China gu~irantees that joi~nt ventures 
and co-operative enterprises will have adequate 
autonomy. 

Joint ventures and co-operative enterprises, 
which are special forms of economic organiza- 
tion in China, are somewhat different from 
state and collective enterprises. They should be 
allowed to adopt more flexible ways of manage- 
ment pursuant to their particular characteristics 
and requirements. Thus, it is necessary to 
guarantee them adequate autonomy with regard 
to personnel, finance, materials, production. 
supply and sales. Specifically speaking, on 
condition that they accept the guidance of Chi- 
na's state plan and observe the relevant laws, 
rules and regulations of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, the joint ventures and co-operative enter- 
prises using Chinese and foreign capital can 
enjoy the following rights: 

(1) To make decisions on their own devel- 
opment programme, production-management 
plan and labour-wages plan (report to be sub- 
mitted to the competent authority and local 
labour department for the record). 

(2) To buy the required raw materials, 
fuel and equipment including components. 
spare parts and accessories directly from do- 
mestic and international markets and to sell the 
products on these markets according to the 
provisions in the contracts signed. 

(3) To sign various economic contracts 
with domestic and foreign companies and en- 
terprises and fulfil their relevant plans through 
implementation of the contracts. 

(4) To raise RMB and foreign exchange 
funds from internal and external financial in- 
stitutions for production and management; td 
open accounts in RMB and foreign cur- 
rencies in the Bank of China or other banks 
endorsed by it with the freedom of depositing, 
drawing, raising and spending the funds by 
themselves. 

(5) To establish their own financial man- 
agement and other management systems; to 
determine their own profit distribution pro- 
gramme as well as the financial budget and 
final account of revenues and expenditures. 
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(6) To hire and fire employees; to adopt 
the system of pay scale, wage-form, bonus and 
allowance systems they consider appropriate for 
rewarding and punishing employees. 

(7) To take necessary measures to ren- 
ovate and reform production techniques, to 
diversify products and to improve their quality 
and raise output according to the provisions 
laid down in the contracts and articles of asso- 
ciation, to buy additional fixed assets with the 
funds accumulated by themselves and to expand 
the scale of production and operation. 

China is a socialist country which takes 
planned economy as primary and market  regula- 
tion as supplementary. It carries out all major 
economic activities according to the arrange- 
ments of the plan. Therefore, the principal 
programme on capital construction, supply, 
production and marketing of the joint ventures 
and co-operative enterprises, which constitute a 
component part of China's entire economic 
system, should be discussed and determined by 
the board of directors. The said programme 
should be included in the state plan through 
competent authorities. The joint ventures should 
run their business under the unified guidance 
of the .state plan; otherwise, they can neither 
procure required materials, nor sell products 
on the domestic market on time; nor can they 
carry out their activities of production and man- 
agement normally. It is quite obvious that the 
inclusion of the said programme in the state 
plan will facilitate the better realization of their 
autonomous rights. 

4. W e  w i l l  do  our  u t m o s t  to  c r e a t e  a fa -  
v o u r a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t  c l i~nate  a n d  c o n v e n i e n t  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s .  

Chinese and foreign technical personnel discussing 
plans for a joint venture in the Shekou industrial 

area in Shenzhen. 

(1) S a l e s  m a r k e t .  We hope the joint ven- 
tures and co-operative enterprises will do what-  
ever they can to sell their products on the 
world market  in order to increase foreign ex- 
change earnings. But, we will also allow them 
to sell their products in China. With regard to 
the ratio between sales in China and outside 
China, it might be agreed upon and fixed by 
the partners in light of the concrete conditions 
of the products. For products urgently needed 
in China, the percentage of sales abroad may 
be smaller. For products not urgently needed 
or those which exceed domestic demand, the 
percentage of sales abroad should be larger. 
Products p r o d u c e d  specifically for demand 
abroad should be sold outside China entirely or 
in overwhelming volume. For the joint ven- 
tures which have been approved and put into 
operation, the percentage of sales abroad ranges 
from as high as 80-100 per cent to approxi- 
mately 20 per cent. When fixing the percent- 
age of sales abroad, the joint ventures and 
co-operative enterprises should maintain enough 
foreign exchanges to pay their foreign part- 
ners the profits due to them, to pay their 
foreign employees and to buy required ma- 
terials on the international market. That is to 
say, they should at least keep their balance of 
foreign exchanges. 

(2) The p u r c h a s i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g  p r i c e s .  
When the joint ventures and co-operative 
enterprises buy goods and materials from Chi- 
na's domestic market, they should pay with 
RMB in conformity with the prevailing price. 
But the prices of valuable metals used as pro- 
duction materials (such as gold, silver and plat- 
inum), non-ferrous metals (such as aluminum, 
lead, zinc and tin), oil, coal and timber may be 

determined by the suppliers and 
users in light of the interna- 
tional market prices and be paid 
with RMB or foreign currency. 
This is due to the large gap be- 
tween domestic allocation prices 
for such materials and prices on 
the international market. The 
supply of water, electricity, and 
heat to the joint ventures and 
co-operative enterprises as well 
as gasoline for transportation 
should be paid according to do- 
mestic prices. 

In general, products for 
China's domestic consumption 
should be priced according to 
prevailing domestic prices and 
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be paid in RMB. The principle of pricing in ac- 
cordance with quality must also be adhered to. 

(3) Tax. Two basic taxes are levied on 
joint ventures and the co-operative enterprises. 
One is an industrial and commercial consolidat- 
ed tax; the other is the enterprise income tax. 
The former is calculated against the turnover 
and will be included in the production cost. 
The latter is calculated against profits. China's 
tax rate is not only lower than that of develop- 
ed countries, but also lower than that of certain 
developing countries. Apparently, the tax rate 
is very favourable for joint ventures and co- 
operative enterprises when compared with that 
for the domestic state and collective enterprises. 
Moreover, joint ventures and co-operative 
enterprises will enjoy the following tax pref- 
erences: 

First, if the foreign partners import the 
equipment and materials as investment accord- 
ing to the provisions in the contracts and if 
they buy these goods from abroad for the es- 
tablishment of the enterprises with cash from 
the registered capital, they can apply for re- 
duction of or exemption from the import tariffs 
and the industrial and commercial consolidated 
tax according to the relevant domestic regula- 
tions. But, if they resell their equipment and 
materials on the domestic market, they shall 
make up the deficiencies resulting from tax re- 
ductions or exemptions. 

Second, the raw and auxiliary materials, 
component parts and accessories and packing 
and packaging materials used for manufactur-  
ing products for sales abroad may be exempted 
from import tariffs and the industrial and com- 
mercial consolidated tax. But, by-products 
resulting from the manufacturing process and 
the products which cannot be exported but 
transferred to domestic markets will be taxed 
according to regulations. Regarding products 
which are to be exported and have a low rate 
of foreign exchange earnings ,  joint ventures 

and co-operative enterprises may apply to the 
Ministry of Finance for reduction of or ex- 
emption from industrial and commercial con- 
solidated tax on production links according to 
the Chinese Government 's  relevant regulations. 

(4) Labour wages. The wages (or labour 
cost) of the Chinese-employees in joint ven- 
tures and co-operative enterprises are compos- 
ed of two parts: the first part is called actual 
wages which are given to the employees fully; 
the second part consists of labour insurance, 
free medical care and various subsidies provid- 
ed by the state to the employees,, which in- 
clude rent, transportation costs, heating allow- 
ances, travelling allowances for family visits, 
price subsidies for food, oil and other foodstuffs 
as well as cost for social, cultural and welfare 
facilities. The sum of the second part  is about 
1.3 times that of the first part. According to 
statistics, under the category of the second part, 
labour insurance accounts for about 11 per cent, 
free medical care about 6 per cent, alml various 
subsidies given by the 'state to employees 
(including rent and subsidies for food, oil and 
other foodstuffs) about 83 per cent. 

(5) Land royalty. As to land royalty, 
we did not fix a national unified standard. It 
may be determined by the local people's gov- 
ernments of the provinces, municipalities and 
autonomous regions where joint ventures and 
co-operative enterprises a r e  located accord- 
ing to factors such as the use of land, geo- 
graphic environment and conditions, the costs 
for land requisition and moving inhabitants 
from dismantled houses to other places, the 
enterprise's demands for the infrastructures, etc. 
As regards the remote and industrially under- 
developed areas and trades with low rates of 
investment returns, land royalties might be 
lowered in an appropriate way. In cases where 
virgin land is developed for agriculture and 
animal husbandry, the land royalty may be 
reduced further. [] 

(Continued from p. 17.) 

violable, and that the freedom and privacy of 
correspondence of citizens are protected by law. 
This shows that socialist democracy is in essence 
far superior to bourgeois democracy. 

Anyone free of prejudice can see that the 
Chinese citizens' rights stipulated in the Con- 
stitution are superior to Western bourgeoisie's 
concepts of individual human rights. 

Of course, the rights enjoyed by the citizens 
of a state are first subject to its social system 

and then to its economic, cultural and other ob- 
jective conditions. Therefore, in a developing 
socialist country like ours, full implementation 
of the citizens' rights will take time. 

Along with the gradual improvement of our 
socialist democracy and legal system and the 
development of the four modernizations, our 
people's rights will surely be expanded and rais- 
ed to a new height. Further evidence will prov e 
that the socialist system is a reliable guarantee 
for fully implementing human rights. [] 
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Foreign Investors See 
Bright Days Ahead 
In China 

by Our Correspondent Han Baocheng 

T HE China Investment Promotion Meeting 
held in Guangzhou last month indicated a 

much keener interest in China by foreign in- 
vestors than anticipated. 

The meeting, jointly sponsored by the Chi- 
nese Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations 
and Trade and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO), attracted 
1,200 people, 500 of whom are entrepreneurs 
and bankers from 24 countries and regions. It 
was the largest meeting of its kind ever spon- 
sored by UNIDO. 

During the four-and-a-half-day meeting, 
1,550 negotiations took place between foreign 
business representatives and their Chinese coun- 
terparts. Because of the large attendance, each 
negotiation was limited to 50 minutes. 

By the e n d  of the meeting, documents of 
intent to invest had been signed for 69 of the 
121 projects offered by the Chinese side. Signers 
came from the United States, Italy, France, 
Britain, West Germany, Japan, Austria, Bel- 
gium, Indonesia, Finland, 
Sweden, Australia, India and 
Spain as well as Xianggang 
(Hongkong) and Aomen (Ma- 
cao). Thirteen of the projects 
are in the light industry, 8 in 
textiles, 3 in chemical in- 
dustry, 10 i.n building ma- 
terials, 4 in machine-building, 
10 in meter manufacturing 
and metallurgy, 9 in elec- 
tronics and 12 in foodstuffs, 
pharmaceuticals and forestry. 
Before the meeting, the 
UNIDO estimated that docu- 
ments of intent would be 
concluded on 15-20 per cent 
of the 121 projects offered. 
The actual figure was 57 per 
cent. 

form of co-operation that both sides regard as 
acceptable and beneficial," Dr. Khane, executive 
chairman of the UNIDO, said. 

After the meeting a number  of foreign busi- 
ness representatives continued talks with their 
Chinese counterparts. Those who signed docu- 
ments of intent either continued their talks or 
visited factories in which they intended to 
invest. 

Mr. Gunter P. Borrosch, Vice-President in 
charge of marketing for the Gleason Works, a 
US company, signed a document of intent with 
the Beijing Plastic Moulding Factory. He said 
that before he arrived in China, he had only 
expected to arrange some business transactions 
because he was not confident about prospects 
for co-operating with China. Nevertheless, he 
returned home satisfied because he found an 
ideal partner during the meeting. 

After signing the relevant documents, 
Borrosch travelled with his Chinese partners to 
Beijing where he visited the Beijing Plastic 
Moulding Factory and another large plastics 
factory. He claimed satisfaction with what he 
saw in the factories. He also said his Beijing 
visit provided him with an understanding of 
the technical level of producing plastic moulds in 
China and its market  for these products. Mr. 
Borrosch expressed willingness to set up a 
moulding making centre in China with the same 
processing capacity and level as the Alliance 

"In this significarft at- 
tempt, the most important 
thing to do is to discover a 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  

Fore ign  b u s i n e s s m e n  enter ing  the  c o n f e r e n c e  hall .  
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Carolina Tool & Mold Co. He said that  he in-  
tends to exchange with  his Chinese par tners  a 
catalogue of equipment  to be exported to China 
and the plan for the layout  of a factory. He 
and several  mould exper ts  will come to Beijing 
in September  to work out details of the co- 
operat ive project. 

Hiroyuki  Nakata,  Manager  of the China Sec- 
tion of the In te rna t iona l  Depar tment  of the 
Tokal Bank, Ltd., Japan,  was equally satisfied 
with the meeting. "The projects presented at the 
meeting are most sui table  for medium-sized and 
small  enterprises ,"  he said. "Most of the cus- 
tomers of the Tokal Bank are precisely medium- 
sized and small  enterprises."  

"Not many  of our customers a t tended this 
meeLing," he said, "because some of them 
worried that  they  might  not be able to adap t  
themselves to China 's  socialist planned economic 
system and they are not clear about the decision- 
making process for the joint  ventures. From the 
speech by Vice-Minister  Wei and my contacts 
with many  people in your  country, I realized tha t  
so long as both sides consult each other sincerely 

and sign an au thor i ta t ive  contract,  such prob-  
lems will  not occur." 

He also said he would like to inform his 
customers of China's  new policy and new prac- 
tices. 

During the meeting, Selwyn E. Stokes, the 
Project  Development Manager  of Asia Dairy In-  
dustries (HK) Limited, signed two documents 
of intent with the Hei longj iang Provincial Light 
Industr ia l  Bureau. This nor theast  province is 
one of China's major  g ra in  producing bases and 
its dairy products enjoy a nat ionwide  reputation. 

"We are very in teres ted in the projects we 
are negotiat ing with  China for  possible co- 
operat ion,"  said Mr. Stokes. "We are confident 
that  expanded da i ry  product ion in Heilongjia~g 
will create greater  value for China's  export ," he 
said. He also said it is too soon to determine 
which co-operative projects  will  achieve the 
most success. "But ,"  he added, "wi th  our com- 
pany 's  advanced technology and experience, we 
are confident about co-operat ing with China in 
the da i ry  industry."  [] 

Behind Those Walls 
by Our Correspondent Li Xia 

S IDE by side with the ,new Beijing of broad 
tree-l ined avenues, modern high-rises 

equipped with electr ic i ty  and running wate r  
sprawls the old city, abuzz with life and act ivi ty.  

Winding na r row hutongs (lanes) banked  
with grey walls crisscross the city proper, b roken  
in te rmi t ten t ly  by cour tyard  doorways. Thou- 
sands of people live behind those walls. Some- 
times one family  occupies a courtyard,  some- 
t imes it ]s shared by as many  as 10 unre la ted  
families. 

Cour tyard  No. 7 on Tieyingbei Street  is in 
the eastern par t  of the capital. Its main  rooms 
line the nor th  and south walls of the cour tyard  
and are connected on the east  side by a series 

* The "five goods" are: good in work and study; 
good in implementing state policies and being law- 
abiding; good family and neighbourhood relations; 
good in family planning and educating children; 
good in doing away with old customs and habits 
and good in manners and behaviour. 

of cramped kitchens, buil t  into what was 
formerly  an open corridor.  

The cour tyard has one outdoor water tap 
and no toilets. Public toilets are located in the 
nearby  hutong, outside the courtyard.  

The rooms are shared by eight families of 
diverse ages and occupations. Yet, the crowded 
living, the lack of modern  conveniences, the 
smal ler  and larger  disagreements,  joys and 
tragedies of their  lives~ have not kept  them from 
being good neighbours. 

For  several  years  in a row, this small com- 
muni ty  has been cited as a "five goods"* court- 
ya rd  by the local .neighbourhood committee. 

Three Generations Under One Roof 
The largest family in the courtyard is held 

together by energetic mat r ia rch  Zhao Shuzhen. 
She and. her husband, Wu Pirang, a retired shop 
assistant, live with their  chi ldren and grand-  
children in quar ters  that  are much too close, and 
yet they rare ly  quarrel .  
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Three generations living together 
i s  not considered optimal in Chinese 
cities, and usually occurs only because 
of the acute housing shortage or 
because the oldest generation is in 
poor health and .needs care. 

There is no question that this 
family belongs to the first category. 
Despite her 65 years, Zhao Shuzhen 
runs the household with creativity 
and thrift. She collects 125 yuan a 
month from the family members to 
pay for foods, coal, rent, water and 
electricity, and other daily needs 
(rent ,  water and electricity through- 
out China usually cost about one- 
t en th  of one's monthly income). 

Her husband contributes 30 
yuart from his 75 yuan monthly 
pension. Her son, an accountant in 
Lhe city agricultural bureau, and 
daughter-in-law, a middle school teacher, have 
a combined income of 130 yuan and contribute 
80 to the household. Her daughter puts in 15 
yuan from her 40 yuan monthly wage as a 
clothing factory worker. 

Zhao makes clothes for the family, gives 
haircuts, p repa res  pickles and performs other 
tasks that reduce expenses. Before she retired 
from doing odd jobs in the neighbourhood, she 
accumulated enough savings to purchase a TV 
set, a sewing machine and a ven t i l a t o r - - a l l  of 
which contribute to their medium-level living 
standard. 

She does not expect help from her daughter 
or daughter-in-law, instead, she urges them to 
devote all their energy to their work. But both 
younger women do what they can to help. The 
three women,  have maintained good relations 
through the 20 years since the son was married, 
sharing tasks and caring for each other in times 
of illness. 

But, of course, conflict is inevitable in every 
family. Not too long ago the calm between the 
women erupted in the wake of the happy  an- 
nouncement that the son's family had been 
allotted a new home. He and his wife and three 
children were to move to three rooms with a 
total of 50 square metres. 

The whole family was overjoyed, until the 
elder child of the family told her grandmother, 
"We're going to take away this wardrobe, this 
table and . . . .  " 

A w a t e r  tap shared by severa l  fami l i e s  in  the  s a m e  c o m p o u n d .  

Zhao was really angry at Zhou, her daugh- 
ter-in-law, thinking she was scheming to take 
away her hard-earned furniture. Zhou, in turn, 
was hurt  because it had not been her idea to do 
any such thing and she couldn't understand how 
her mother-in-law could think so badly of her. 
Despite the fact that the quarrel  was based on a 
mistmderstanding (taking the furniture had been 
entirely the child's idea), it took both men to 
iron out the differences. 

In the end, when the family moved out 
they took away only some necessary furniture. 
They also assured the older couple that they 
had a spare room where their children's grand- 
parents were always welcome to stay. Grand- 
mother Zhao presented them with a housewarm- 
ing gift of all-new kitchen utensils and equip- 
ment. 

Raising Three Daughters 
Raising three daughters is not  easy, accord- 

ing to Li Guizhen, 45, another resident of the 
courtyard. She and her husband have their 
hands full workiag Jn the ]3eijing Chemical 
Fibre Research Institute, coping with courtyard 
life and struggling with the ins and outs of 
parenting their daughters, who all work in 
factories. 

Although the girls are all around 20, in their 
mother 's eyes they are still children who re- 
quire a mother's guidance and care. They 
voluntarily give her their whole salaries, out of 
which she feeds and clothes them and gives 
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them money for reasonable expendi tures .  Nat-  
u ra l ly  mother  and daughters  do not a lways  
agree upon what  is reasonable. Once the second 
daughte r  asked for money to buy an expensive 
pa i r  of four- inch heeled shoes. Her mother  ob- 
jected, saying  that  such high heels were imprac-  
tical. She recommended that  her  daughter  buy 
sensible two-inch heels instead. After  some 
discussion, the young woman final ly decided to 
follow her  mother ' s  advice. 

The paren ts  do not object to all expensive  
items. When the daughters  asked for a tape 
recorder  to help  them learn a foreign language, 
the parents  bought  it unhesi tat ingly,  even though 
it cost severa l  hundred yuan. 

The daughters  have other  disagreements  
with the i r  mother.  Once the second daughter ,  
who had a t tended technical school, began to 
grumble  about  her  master ' s  conservative ideas. 

"We have to do whatever  he says. If we 
want  to make a positive change, i t 's  be t ter  not 
to let  h im know beforehand. We tell him only 
af ter  the  changes have been made and their  
benefi ts  are a proven fact. Otherwise he ob- 
jects to change." 

Li was annoyed with her daughter ' s  at t i tude.  
She herself  t rains apprentices who have made 
changes wi thout  informing her, a practice she 
thoroughly  disapproves of. 

The  m o t h e r  has bought  a n e w  
pair  of  shoes  for her  d a u g h t e r .  

Although the daughte r  was not convinced 
that  her mother  was  correct, she has learnt how 
to deal with d isagreements  with her mother, she 
said. The daughte rs '  policy is to do what their  
mother  says when she is r ight ;  and when she 
is not, just  keep silent. 

They feel that  thei r  father,  perhaps by 
grace of his education at  the Tianj in  Textile 
College and his job as an engineer, is more open 

to new ideas. On rare occasions he intervenes 

in a disagreement between mother and 

daughters. 

Last summer the eldest daughter wanted to 

travel to the famous summer resort in Chengde, 

northeast of Beijing. But her mother criticized 

her, saying, "Why? Do you mean there are no 

more scenic places to v i s i t  in this large city of 
Beijing? Why do you need to go so far away? 
Your fa ther  and I couldn ' t  afford to travel  when 
we were y o u n g - - n o t  even for a honeymoon." 

The daugh te r s  pointed out that  times 
change, and tha t  it  wasn ' t  logical to think that  
just  because the parents  had suffered, the 
daughters should be expected to suffer, too. 

Their  fa ther  suppor ted  the youth, saying 
that  t ravel l ing was a healthy,  educational 
activity. He managed to change his wife's mind 
and the daughter  took her journey with a light 
heart.  

An Old Couple 

On the surface, the lives o f  J ia  Shuzhen, 
63, and her  70-year-old husband,  Hou Xike, 
seem quite sad. Hou Xike suffers  from cancer 
of the rectum and was forced to ret ire nine 
years ago fol lowing an operation. Their only 
adopted daughter  left to get mar r ied  three years  
ago and ra re ly  visits them. Jia is a housewife 
with l i t t le work  outs ide the home. 

But, cour tyard  life has made their  lives 
quite enjoyable,  they said. "I 'm very happy 
living among my neighbours.  We're  l ike mem- 
bers of the  same family,"  J ia  said. 

Hou receives a 56 yuan monthly pension 
from his shop assis tant 's  job at Xinhua Book- 
store and Jia earns an addi t ional  20 yuan doing 
odd jobs. But because she is thr i f ty  and or- 
ganizes everythir~g well, they manage to save 5 
y u a n a  month. 

Jia in tended to use the savings to buy a 
TV set but  her  neighbours  told her to keep it 
for something else. "Whenever  you want  to 
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watch  TV, j u s t  come over  to o u r  house ,"  t hey  
told her .  T h e  n e i g h b o u r s  k n o w  tha t  the  o ld  
couple  is e s p e c i a l l y  fond of  t r a d i t i o n a l  operas  
and f r e q u e n t l y  v ie  wi th  each o the r  to be the  
f irst  to i nv i t e  J i a  and  Hou to w a t c h  them.  

O t h e r  n e i g h b o u r s  have  he lped  in  o t h e r  
ways.  S o m e  have  sha red  del icacies  wi th  t he  
old couple.  A n o t h e r  made  a dress  for  J ia .  On 
New Yea r ' s  e v e  ( the mos t  i m p o r t a n t  f a m i l y  
ho l iday  in China) ,  the  two were  i nv i t ed  to d i n n e r  
at  ye t  a n o t h e r  home.  

Desp i t e  the  soc ie ta l  p rac t ice  on  w o m e n  j o i n -  
ing the  w o r k  force,  J i a  says  no one in  the  c o u r t -  
y a r d  has  e v e r  m a d e  her  feel  i n f e r i o r  because  
she w o r k s  a t  home.  She o f t en  accepts  l e t t e r s  
f rom the  p o s t m a n  for  he r  ne ighbou r s  w h e n  t hey  
a re  out,  he lps  n e i g h b o u r  ch i ld r en  m e n d  t h e i r  
clothing,  s h e  even  en t e r t a i n s  he r  n e i g h b o u r s '  
guests  w h e n  the  hosts  a re  not  a t  home.  

These  ac t s  of  sha r i ng  and m u t u a l  concern  
con t r i bu t e  to  he r  feel ings of we l l -be ing .  "I  
love to  g ive  a l i t t l e  he lp  to m y  f r i ends , "  she  
sa id  wi th  a s ince re  r ing  to he r  voice.  

W h e n  a s k e d  how he r  d a u g h t e r  is, she r e -  
plies i m m e d i a t e l y ,  "She ' s  v e r y  busy  w i t h  h e r  
w o r k  and  h e r  baby .  She comes home  for  t he  
hol idays .  W h e n  we miss her,  we  go vis i t . "  

But  n e i g h b o u r s  a r e  more  c r i t i ca l  of t he  
ad op t ed  d a u g h t e r ,  s ay ing  she r a r e l y  v i s i t s  he r  
pa ren t s  and  gives  them l i t t le  economic  o r  pe r -  
sonal  aid. Because  this  lack  of f i l ia l  fee l ing  is 
qui te  ou t  of keep ing  wi th  Chinese  t r ad i t i on ,  t he  
old w o m a n  is too p roud  to a d m i t  it, t h e y  say.  

Among Neighbours 

Mutua l  h e l p  and concern  among  the  ne igh -  
bours is c o m m o n  place.  

Since  Hou  has  to go to the  hosp i t a l  o f ten  for  
cancer  t r e a t m e n t s  a n d  his  d a u g h t e r  is no t  
a round ,  his n e i g h b o u r s  a lways  he lp  f ind  a t ax i  
or escor t  h im  to the  hosp i ta l  themse lves .  

Las t  y e a r  one  old w o m a n  was  lef t  a lone  
when her  son  was on his honeymoon .  Neigh-  
hours came to help,  f e tch ing  w a t e r  fo r  he r  e v e r y  
morning ,  p r e p a r i n g  b r e a k f a s t  for  he r  a n d  l end -  
ing her  the i r  d a i l y  paper .  

Al l  f ive m e m b e r s  of Li Gu izhen ' s  f ami ly  
work,  so t h e y  leave  an e x t r a  key  in  the  old  
couple 's  home  and  the  o ld  couple  t akes  in t he i r  
mi lk  for  them.  The  Lis o f ten  inv i t e  the  couple  
to w a t c h  TV or  to d inner .  

Neighbours  in the compound  spend  
a happy S u n d a y  af ternoon together.  

Such m u t u a l  he lp  m i g h t  seem ins ign i f ican t ,  
but  it is no t  s m a l l  m a t t e r  w h e n  the h e l p  goes on  
for  m a n y  years .  

Of course  not  e v e r y o n e  can ge t  a long h a r -  
monious ly  w i t h  o thers .  Re t i r ed  w o m a n  w o r k e r  
Zhao G u iz he n  moved  to he r  p re sen t  r e s idence  
because  she  c o u l d n ' t  ge t  a long v e r y  wel l  w i th  
her  ne ighbou r s  in  Dongs[  Bat iao.  She  o f t en  
qua r re l l ed  w i t h  h e r  n e i g h b o u r s  ove r  m i n o r  m a t -  
ters. But  t hen  one  i n c i d e n t  yea r s  ago m a d e  her  
change.  

Her  t hen  t eenage  boy  lost  his w a y  home  
and had  no t  r e t u r n e d  the  nex t  morn ing .  She 
was g r e a t l y  d i s t u r b e d .  Seve ra l  of  he r  ne igh -  
bours  w e n t  ou t  to look for  him.  The  boy was  
found o n  the  second  d a y  wi th  the  he lp  of  the  
local police.  A f t e r  t ha t  she  se ldom q u a r r e l l e d  
wi th  he r  ne ighbours .  Las t  yea r  she  was  chosen 
to be a m e m b e r  of  the  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  commi t t ee  
m e d i a t i n g  civi l  d isputes .  

But  r e c e n t l y  she  was  no  longer  on the com-  
mit tee .  I t  s eems  i t ' s  d i f f i cu l t  to change  one ' s  
behaviour .  Bu t  t h e r e  is s t i l l  hope  she wil l  
improve  once she  i s  consc ious  of  he r  shor t -  
comings.  [] 
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PHYSICAL CULTURE 

For Elderly to Keep Fit 

Tens  of t h o u s a n d s  of s en io r  
c i t izens in Ch ina  engage  in 
phys i ca l  exerc i ses  to keep  fit .  

A p o p u l a r  s p o r t  w i t h  t he  
e lde r ly  is jogging .  Long -d i s t ance  
race  t eams  for  sen io rs  have  been  
set up  in  m a n y  cities.  

The  Be i j ing  C h a n g z h e n g  
(Long March)  l ong -d i s t ance  race  
t e a m  now has  400 m e m b e r s .  
Chu  Richang ,  an  8-0-year-ol'd 
r e t i r ed  worke r ,  is an  ac t ive  p a r -  
t i c ipant ,  r u n n i n g  a t  5 o 'c lock 
e v e r y  morn ing .  In  1966 he suf -  
f e red  a l ight  s t r o k e  and  his  
r i gh t  side was  affected.  He 
p rac t i s ed  Chinese  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s h a d o w  box ing  and  in e igh t  
m o n t h s  he had  t o t a l l y  r ecove r -  
ed. Whi le  con t inu ing  his 
shadow boxing  he s t a r t e d  m o u n -  
t a in  h ik ing  in  1972 and  s t a r t ed  
r u n n i n g  in 1976. He w a s  the  
e ldes t  p a r t i c i p a n t  in  long-  
d i s t ance  race  c o m p e t i t i o n  for  
senior  runne r s  f rom Ch ina  and  
the  Un i t ed  S ta t e s  held  in Bei-  
j i ng  las t  Oc tobe r  and  f in i shed  
the  10,000 m e t r e s  in 67 minu t e s  
and  40 seconds.  

The  m e m b e r s  of the  Songhe  
(Pine  and Crane)  l ong -d i s t ance  
r u n n i n g  t eam of S h a n g h a i  t ra in  
by  themse lves  bu t  ge t  t o g e t h e r  
on Tuesdays .  Each m e m b e r  
runs  abou t 5,000 m e t r e s  a day  
and  10,000 m e t r e s  on ho l idays .  
Some cit ies have  he ld  race  com- 
pe t i t ions  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  tours  
and  o rgan ized  s y m p o s i u m s  on 
runn ing .  

S h a d o w  boxing ,  exerc i ses  and  
qigong (b rea th ing  exercises)  a re  
all  pa r t  of Ch ina ' s  cu l tu ra l  
her i tage .  T h e y  he lp  i m p r o v e  
hea l th  and cure  and  p r e v e n t  
chronic  diseases .  M a n y  e lder  
Chinese  en joy  taijiquan, the  18 
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exercises ,  exe rc i se s  for  l ower -  
ing h i g h b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  and 
wais t  f l ex ib i l i t y  and  qigong. 
Some go to Ch ina ' s  1,800 coach-  
ing  s ta t ions  for  these  ac t iv i t ies .  
At  Be i j ing ' s  200 s ta t ions ,  30,000 
sen ior  c i t izens p a r t i c i p a t e  eve ry  
day.  

A l t h o u g h  a d v a n c e d  in age, 
some p a r t i c i p a n t s  in t r a d i t i o n a l  
Chinese  exerc i ses  have  m a i n -  
t a ined  the i r  fi trmss r e m a r k a b l y .  
Tan J iyuan ,  bo rn  in 1887, 
c l imbed  up  the  G r e a t  Wal l  
t oge the r  w i th  his  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  
two yea r s  ago. He s t a r t e d  l ea rn -  
ing baduanjin (eight  t r a d i t i o n a l  
Chinese  exercises)  in his th i r t i es  
and  l a t e r  a d d e d  taijiquan. He 
prac t i ses  these  two  of ten  and  
now at  95 he s t i l l  does some  
household chores. 

Tang Daocheng, a retired 

worker in Henan Province, is 
now 114 years old. He credits 
his doing qigong and  wushu 
wi th  his good eyes igh t  and  h e a r -  
ing as wel l  as  his s t r o n g  h e a r t  
and  lack of h a r d e n i n g  of the  
ar ter ies .  

Gu  Ba iquan ,  80, deve loped  a 
" t h r e e - a n i m a l  exerc i se , "  i m i t a t -  
ing moves  of the  c rane ,  m o n k e y  
and bear ,  f r om the  anc ien t  
" f i v e - a n i m a l  exe rc i se . "  T h rough  

da i ly  e x e r c i s e  he has  cured i~is 
p a r t i a l  p a r a l y s i s  resul t ing ,  f rom 
a bicycle  acc iden t  in 1968 and 
now can l i f t  h is  leg h igher  than  
his head  a n d  do the splits. 

I nc rea s ing  n u m b e r s  of events  
have  been  he ld  for  the  seniors  
to e x c h a n g e  expe r i ences  and to 
encou rage  m o r e  old people  to 
take  pa r t  in  va r ious  exercises.  
S h a n g h a i  a n d  Guangzhou  held 
compe t i t i ons  for  sen iors  dur ing  
the  1982 N e w  Year  hol idays.  
The S h a n g h a i  even t s  included 
footbal l ,  t ab l e  tennis ,  a long-  
d i s tance  race ,  shadow boxing 
and  Ch inese  chess, and  lasted 
more  t han  two months  wi th  
1,178 p l a y e r s  f rom 101 teams 
pa r t i c ipa t i ng .  

L o n g - d i s t a n c e  races  for 
seniors  w e r e  held in Anhu i  and 
L iaon ing  Provinces .  In  last May 
Be i j ing  he ld  Hea l th  Cup tennis  
game  for e l d e r  people.  There  
were  45 compe t i t o r s  ranging  in 
age f rom 55 to 78. Among  the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  were  a vice- 
p remie r ,  min i s t e r s ,  command-  
ers, p rofessors ,  teachers ,  doctors 
and  scient is ts .  

To e n c o u r a g e  ve t e r a n  cadres 
to t ake  p a r t  in phys ica l  and 
menta l  exercises ,  F u j i a n  Prov-  
ince held  the  New Year  Cup chess 

Sen iors  in long-dis tance  jogging.  



competitions during the Spring 
Festival. Victors of weiqi (go) 
and Chinese chess emerged 
from the 60 contestants after 
one-week of Stiff competition. 
Xining city in Qinghai Province 
organized a sharp shooting 
match for veteran a rmy cadres. 

Organization is vital to the 
popularization of physical fit- 
ness activities for senior citi- 
zens. Beijing, Shanghai,  Hebei, 
Zhejiang and Anhui hav.e set up 
their own physical culture asso- 
ciations for seniors. The Shang- 
hai association has more than 
10,000 members and Hebei Dis- 
trict association in Tianjin has 
enrolled 1,000 members in the 
first six months since its found- 
ing. Members pay a member-  
ship fee and t a k e  part  in the 
activities. Preparations are 
being made to organize a na- 
tional association. 

Relying on their members, 
these associations organize com- 
petitions, hold lectures, arrange 
tours, conduct sports activities 
and provide health checkups. 
The Guangzhou physical culture 
association for seniors has five 
groups: track and field, swim- 
ming, ball games, wushu and 
chess and bridge. 

AQUATIC PRODUCT 

Prawn Breeding 
More than 1 , f i00 million 

prawn larvae are expected to be 
bred this year utilizing a me- 
chanical artificial breeding 
technique developed by Chinese 
scientists. 

The new process covers the 
whole process of  prawn growth, 
including egg laying and hatch- 
ing. Technicians provide arti- 
ficial ecological conditions 
necessary for breeding prawn 
larvae so as to ensure a stable 
output. 

At a national meeting in 
Qingdao prawn breeding ex- 

perts acclaimed this process as 
one of the most advanced in the 
world, both in principle and 
method. 

In the past, China had mainly 
relied on natural conditions for 
breeding prawn but this pro- 
duced an unstable supply. The 
new technique enables China to 
artificially breed prawn larvae, 
thus being less dependent on 
natural conditions. 

The new technique was devel- 
oped by the Yellow Sea Aquatic 
Products Research Institute and 
the Institute of Oceanography 
under the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in co-operation with 
aquatic breeding farms. Experts 
have acquired rich knowledge 
about feeding, control of water 
temperature, composition of 
water, larvae density and 
disease prevention. 

Many experts and technicians 
have mastered the technique. 
Following the popularization of 
the technique, aquatic breeding 
farms in China's coastal areas 
have in the past three years 
been able to supply enough 
prawn larvae to meet the coun- 
try's needs. 

This year about 85 hectares 
of sea area have been allocated 
for prawn breeding by Dinghai 
County of Zhoushan Islands, 
Zhejiang Province. It produced 
an average of 167,000 larvae per 
cubic metre of water, sufficient 
to fulfil local demand. 

BIOLOGY 

Evolution Probed 
Chinese scientists have made 

contributions to piecing together 
man's understanding of evolu- 
tion. 

Zheng Zuoxin, an ornitholo- 
gist, has challenged the widely 
accepted theory that the place 
where low-form life now exists 

is where it originated. Zheng 
Zuoxin, after .conducting a me- 
ticulous s tudy of China's 33 
species of balblers, including 
their physical characteristics, 
areas of habitation and sub- 
species differentiations, con- 
cluded that low-forms no longer 
occupy their place of origin; the 
places where organisms of 
higher form are concentrated is 
where they originated, but lower 
forms of the same genus have 
been pushed to the marginal 
area and are threatened with 
extinction. This "competitive 
exclusion principle" corresponds 
with Darwin's  theory of .  "su- 
perior succeed inferior." 

The evolutionary process from 
prokaryote (an organism with- 
out a real nucleus) to eukaryote 
(an organism with a nucleus) 
has remained a mystery which 
fascinated biologists. In the 
1970s, Zeng Chengkui predicted 
that there must have existed 
some form of primitive green 
algae without real nuclei during 
this process. In 1975 R. Lew:.n, 
an alga expert from the United 
States, discovered a one-cell alga 
in lower California, Mexico. 
Zeng Chengkui suggested that it 
was a primitive green alga. 
Scientists around the world ac- 
cepted this conclusion and estab- 
lished prochlorophyta in taxol- 
ogy. Zeng Chengkui has recent- 
ly discovered a similar alga off 
the coast of the Xisha Islands, 
further  verifying his conclusion. 

The modern horse evolved 
from a multi-toed animal. 
Three-toed-horse fossils are 
found in the late Tertiary 
Period, 12 million to 1 million 
years ago. Recently Chinese 
scientists resorted and reviewed 
their three-toed-horse fossils 
from the Tertiary Period. The 
22 species were reclassified into 
15, eight of which are newly de- 
fined species. This reclassifica- 
tion clarified the evolution of 
the three-toed horse. 
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B o o k s  

A Medical Reference 

Work 

Dict ionary  of Tradit ional  Chi- 
nese  Medic ine  (in Chinese and 
Japanese)  

Edited by the editorial commit-  
tee of the Dictionary of Tra- 
ditional Chinese lVIedicine, 

Published by the People's Med- 
ical Publishing House, 

Distributed by Beijing branch oJ 
Xinhua Bookstore, 

Price: RMB 3.25 yuan (per 
volume). 

Chinese medicine is rec- 
ognized .worldwide as a source 
of t rad i t iona l  medical  knowl-  
edge; the new Dictionary oJ 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 
will help pract i t ioners  and 
researchers  tap this information. 

Tradi t ional  medicine has con- 
t r ibuted to the heal th of China 
for 3,000 years  and has earned 
the t rus t  of the Chinese people. 
In modern t imes its prestige has 
spread abroad.  However, 
regardless of its populari ty,  a 
comprehensive dict ionary to its 
terminology was lacking. 

Recognizing the need for such 
a work, the Ministry of Public 
Health in 1974 organized 11 
schools of higher  learning and 
research inst i tutes to compile 
this dict ionary.  Over six years, 
near ly  100 exper ts  and profes- 
sors par t ic ipated in the editing. 

The dic t ionary has 45,000 
entr ies including theories, 
clinical diagnoses, t radi t ional  
medicines, prescriptions, acu- 
puncture,  massage, medical 
l i te ra ture  and a glossary of 
names. 

The first  of its kind, this 
dict ionary has the following 
characterist ics : 

The entr ies  are ex tens ive  and 
careful ly  edited.  Since there 
are voluminous ancient medical 
books covering a wide range of 
topics, the editors made careful  
selections and comparisons. This 
yielded the present  compilation 
which meets the needs of prac-  
t i t ioners and researchers. 

The text  is  rich but the language 
is s imple  and concise.  The 
editors in tegra ted  theoretical 
discussions with clinical appli-  
cations. In addit ion to ancient 
terminology,  new terms, the 
products  of present-day t radi -  
t ional medical  practice, are also 
explained.  

The section on basic theories 
includes the 5,000 entries on 
internal  organs, channels, causes, 
onset and  development  of i l l-  
nesses, dialectical  methods of 
,diagnosis, principle and method 
of t rea tments ,  yin and yang and 
the five p r imary  elements 
(metal, wood, water,  fire and 
earth), and the six influences 
(cold, heat, drought, moisture, 
wind and fire). The entries 
present concise in terpreta t ions  
in two to three hundred words. 

The contents  are researched,  
footnoted and object ive .  In re-  
ferring to 10,000 medical clas- 
sics, the editors came across 
questionable points. In such 
cases, they repor t  the signif- 
icance and role in the past and 
present of such clinical practice 
while at the same time noting 
their  l imitations.  

The book is the result  of com-  
bining Chinese  and Western 
medic ines .  Some entries ir~- 
t roduce modern research. For 
example,  in the introduction of 
"wormwood,"  while relating its 
medical  property,  the latest  
r e s e a r c h - -  wormwood can be 
used to manufacture  ant i -  
malar ia  drugs - -  is also included. 

CHINA HANDBOOK 
SERIES 

"How, really, is China to- 
day?" many people ask. This 
series answers the question by 
presenting China in its various 
aspects, including : 

1. Geography 

2. History 

3. Politics 

4. Economy 

5. Education and Science 

6. Art and Literature 

7. Sports and Public Health 

8. Culture 

9. Life and Life Style 

10. Tourism 

Published by 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS 

Beijing, China 

Distributed by 
CHINA PUBLICATIONS CENTRE 

(Guoji Shudian) 
P.O. Box 399, Beijing, China 

The work is in eight vol- 
u m e s - b a s i c  theories; history 
of t rad i t iona l  medicine; gynae- 
cology and pediatrics;  in ternal  
medicine;  surgery,  orthopaedics, 
ENT and ophthalmology;  t radi -  
t ional  medicine;  prescriptions; 
acupuncture ,  massage, qigong 
and physical  fitness. The first  
three volumes in Chinese have 
a l ready  come off .the press and 
publ ica t ion  is expected to be 
completed before the end of 
1983. S tar t ing  this year, the 
Japanese  edi t ion of this dic- 
t ionary  is being printed in 
Japan.  

- -  Jia Weicheng 
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ART PAGE-- 

Sketches by Fei Shengfu 

A coal  m i n e r .  

W o r k i n g  in a n  o i l f ie id .  

Fei Shengfu  was  born  in Shangha i  in 1927. Since his 
graduat ion  f rom the  d e p a r t m e n t  of d r aw i n g  in the  Cen- 
tral  A c a d e m y  of Fine  Arts ,  he has  engaged in d r a w i n g  
p ic ture -s to ry  books. He also d r a w s  excel len t  book illus- 
trations.  His ske tches  are  wel l -kni t ,  solid, plain and 

L~x" realistic.  He is now an ed i to r  for the magaz ine  Lian-  
huan  Huabao (Pic ture  Stories). m" 
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A f i sh ing  v i l l a g e  on  the  
East  C h i n a  S e a  coast .  



China's Top Quality Watches 

S E A - G U L L  

Seagull Brand Watches meet the most 
demanding international standards. They're 
stylish, accurate, and durable. They're tough 
- - they ' re  automatic .. .  anti-magnetic, water- 
resistant, and shockproof with incabloc. Plus 
they feature double calendars and 100 °/00 
stainless steel cases. 

Seagull Brand Watches are manufactured 

in our vertically integrated production 
facilities all the way from the basic 

components to the finished product. 
Our factory has been recently expanded, and 

now, with 3,800 skilled workers, we c a r ~ . . ~  
orders from buyers all over the orld. ~ '~ ,  ~ - ~  

If you're looking for top quality wah.nes, 
came to Tianjin Watch Factory in China. 

Write today for detailed full-colour catalogues. 

CHINA NATIONAL LIGHT INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS IMPORT & EXPORT CORP., 
TIANJIN BRANCH. 

172 Liaoning Road, Tianjin, China. Cable: INDUSTRY TIANJIN. Telex: 23142 TJLIP CN. 


