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THE WEEK

Chairman Mao Meets President Nixon

Chairman Mao Tsetung met President of the
United States Richard Nixon on the afternoon of
February 21 in Chungnanhai. They held serious
and frank discussions.

Present on the American side was Dr. Henry
Kissinger, Assistant to the President on National
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Security Affairs.

Present on the Chinese side were Chou En-lai,
Premier of the State Council, Wang Hai-jung,
Deputy Director of the Protocol Department of the
Foreign Ministry, and Tang Wen-sheng, inter-
preter.



-

—— -

Al e Sl el Al e

Chairman Mao’s Message of Condolences
To Mrs. Snow

Mrs. Lois Snow:

Please accept my deep condolences and heartfelt sympathy
on the untimely passing away of Mr. Edgar Snow from illness.

Mr. Snow was a friend of the Chinese pecople.

He exerted

unremitting efforts throughout his life and made important
contributions in promoting the mutual understanding and friend-

ship between the Chinese and American peoples.

His memory

will live for ever in the hearts of the Chinese people.

Mao Tsetung
February 16, 1972
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Edgar Snow’s Death Mourned

Mr. Edgar Snow, a friend of the
Chinese people and a well-known
American author, died of illness on
February 15. Chairman Mao Tsetung,
Soong Ching Ling, Vice-Chairman of
the People’s Republic of China, and
Premier Chou En-lai sent messages
of condolences on February 16
respectively to Mrs. Snow.

In her message, Vice-Chairman
Soong Ching Ling said: “Just re-
ceived your grievous message of the
untimely passing of our most sincere
friend who staunchly supported our
struggle against nalive fascist reac-
tion and Japanese military invasion
during our war of resistance. Our
strong friendship symbolized also
mutual support in the just cause of
the Chinese and American peoples.”

In his message, Premier Chou said:
“Mr. Snow's life was a testimony to
the sincere [riendship beiween the
Chinese and American peoples. Back
in the period of the Chinese people’s
national-democratic revolution, he
already entered into friendship with
China’s revolutionary forces. Break-
ing through the numerous obstacles
of that time, he enthusiastically in-
troduced to the American and other
peoples the Chinese revolutionary
struggles and the 25 thousand li Long
March of the Chinese Workers' and
Feasants’ Red Army, which were
undertaken under the leadership of
Chairman Mao Tsetung. After the
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liberation of our country, he came
again on several visits and reported
the progress of the people’s revolu-
tionary cause of New China led by
Chairman Mao. His writings were
widely appreciated both in China
and abroad. Even during his serious
illness, he never ceased turning his
mind to werking for better under-
standing and friendship between the
Chinese and American peoples. The
Chinese people will not forget such
an old friend of theirs.

“Mr. Snow has left us, but we
believe that the friendship between
the Chinese and American peoples,
for which he worked all his life, will
certainly grow daily.”

Feople of various circles in Peking
held a solemn ceremony on February
19 to pay their last respects to Mr.
Snow. Presented by Chairman Mao,
a wreath in the hall had these words
inscribed on the white ribbon: “To
Edgar Snow, a friend of the Chinese
people.” Wreaths were also present-
ed by .Vice-Chairman Soong Ching
Ling, other leading Chinese comrades,
crganizations concerned and Mr.
Snow’s friends. Among those at-
tending the ceremony were Chou
En-lai, Chiang Ching, Li Fu-chun,
Kuo Mo-jo, Tsai Chang, Teng Ying-
chao and other leading comrades.
Also present were Frank Coe, an
American friend. and Djawoto,
Secretary-General of the Afro-Asian
Journalists’ Association, as well as
other foreign {riends in the capital.

The ceremony was presided over
by Kuo Mo-io. Vice-Foreign Minister
Chiao Kuan-hua delivered the memo-
vial speech.

During Mr. Snow’s illnzss, Com-
rade Chen Chi-fang, Chinese Ambas-
sador to Switzerland, and Comrade
Huang Hua, China’s Permanent Rep-
resentative on the Security Council
of the United Nations, visited him fo
cenvey the heartfelt regards of
China’s Party and state
comrades. Chinese doctors, nurses
and working personnel made a spe-
cial trip to Switzerland to visit him.

leading

New Method for Treating
Bone Fractures

Combining traditional Chinese and
Western medicine, doctors in Ticio-
tsin’s Fanti Hospital have develnpea
a new method for treating bone
fractures. To fix the
instead of using a plaster cast which
involves encasing the joints boii
above and below the fracturcs, the
doctors use splints made of elastic
willow wood and paper pads which
they bandage to the fractured puiis.
With the splints on, the patients take
appropriate exercise under the guid-
ance of medical personnel to promeate
early union of fractures and restor:-
tion of functions of the injured
limbs. They have used this method
to treat over 13,000 cases with heart-
ening results since 1958. Compared
with the wusual Western method
employed in the past, the time needed
for the joining of fractures has been
shortened by one-third or half; since
the patients take exercise to restore
the functions of injured limbs si-
multaneously with the joining of
fractures, the time needed for treat-
ment has been shortened by half. or
even two-thirds. Many patients have
thus been freed from undue pain
caused by an operation, traction or
plaster cast.

fraciures.

A young woman has a comminuted
fracture of the right elbow joint and
the ulna of her forearm was severed
into three parts. After setting the
fractures by hand and bandaging
willow wood splints on the elbow
and forearm, the doctors told the
patient to exercise her elbow gently.
Six weeks later, the splints were re-
moved, and another month or so of
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Message of Greetings to the Communist Party of Brazil

The Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China on February 17 sent a message of greetings to
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Brazil on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
founding and the 10th anniversary of the reorganiza-
tion of the Communist Party of Brazil. The message
reads:

“The Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China, on behalf of all Party members and the peo-
ple of China, extends its warmest greetings to the Com-
munist Party of Brazil and the Brazilian people on the
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the founding and
the 10th anniversary of the reorganization of the
glorious Communist Party of Brazil.

“For the last 50 years, the brilliant Communists of
Brazil have fought heroically and wave upon wave for
the liberation of the Brazilian people and waged an
irreconcilable struggle against opportunism of various

Marxist-Leninists of the Party broke with the revi-
sionist clique and reorganized the Communist Party of
Brazil, they have strived to integrate the universal
truth of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice
of revolution of the country and scored important suc-
cesses in their revolutionary struggle. We are rejoiced
and inspired by each and every success of the fraternal
Communist Party of Brazil.

“The Communist Party of China and the Chinese
people, armed with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought, resolutely support the Communist Party of
Brazil in its struggle against imperialism, revisionism
and the reactionaries at home. The fighting unity and
friendship forged between our two Parties and between
our two peoples in the great struggle against their com-
mon enemies will surely be consolidated and develop
with each passing day.

“Long live the glorious Communist Party of Brazil!

descriptions. Since 1962

in particular

when the

“Long live invincible Marxism-Leninism!”

massaging, physiotherapy and exer-
cises completely restored the shape
and functions of the injured arm.

A foundry worker with a fracture
of the thigh bone receiving the same
treatment could walk three weeks
later with the help of crutches. After
seven weeks, the splints were re-
moved and the worker left the
hospital without crutches.

A peasant injured at the waist had
his second lumbar vertebra com-
pressed and flattened and his lamina
fractured. = Without any medicine
applied to the fractured parts or
other treatment, the patient took ap-
propriate exercises instead in accord-
ance with the doctors’ advice. Six
weeks later, the flattened vertebral
body was restored almost to normal
and the fractured lamina began to
heal. So far, there has been no
symptom of lumbago or other after-
effect.

These successes of the Tientsin
hospital are a tremendous inspiration
to Chinese medical workers who are
redoubling their efforts in exploring
the treasure-house of ftraditional
Chinese medicine and further raising
their vocational proficiency by com-
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bining traditional Chinese and West-
ern medicine.

Agreement Between China
And Cambodia

An agreement was signed in Peking
on February 11 between the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of
China and the Royal Government of
National Union of Cambodia on
China’s economic aid and military
supplies to Cambodia for 1972.

Attending the signing ceremony
were:

Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, Head
of State of Cambodia, Samdech Penn
NolUth, Prime Minister of the Royal
Government of National Union of
Cambodia, and Ieng Sary, Special
Envoy of the Interior Part of Cam-
bodia; and

Chou En-lai, Premier of the State
Council, Yeh Chien-ying, Vice-Chair-
man of the Military Commission, and
Li Hsien-nien, Vice-Premier of the
State Council.

Sarin Chhak, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the R.G.IN.UC., and Chi
Peng-fei, Foreign Minister of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China, signed the
agreement on behalf of their respec-
tive Governments.

Collecting and Purchasing
Of Grain Completed

Doing their bit in support of so-
cialist construction, members of peo-
ple’s communes throughout the
country have actively delivered
grain (agricultural tax in kind) and
sold their surplus to the state. As a
result, the 1971 grain levy was met,
while purchasing targets were over-
fulfilled. Grain received by the
state granaries was rated good
quality.

All this reflects the excellent sit-
uation in China’s farm production.
Last year the country gathered ifs
tenth consecutive rich harvest.

In collecting and purchasing the
grain, departments concerned took
into consideration the interests of the
state, the collective and individuals.
Not only did state granaries receive
more grain than in the previous year,
the collective reserve grain of peo-
ple’s communes also increased, with
a corresponding improvement in the
commune members’ living standards.
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President Nixon Arrives in Peking

Richard Nixon, President of the United States of
America, arrived in Peking by special plane on the
morning of February 21 on a visit at the invitation of
the Government of the People’s Republic of China.

Mrs, Patricia Nixon is accompanying him on his
visit.

The other members of the official party accom-
panying President Nixon on his visit are William P.
Rogers, Secretary of State; Dr. Henry A. Kissinger,
Assistant to the President on National Security Affairs;
H.R. Haldeman, Assistant to the President; Ronald L.
Ziegler, Press Secretary to the President; General Brent
Scowcroft, Military Assistant to the President; Marshall
Green, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs; Dwight L. Chapin, Deputy Assistant to
the President; John A. Scali, Special Consultant to the
President; Patrick J. Buchanan, Special Assistant to the
President; Miss Rose Mary Woods, Personal Secretary
to the President; Alfred le S. Jenkins, director of a
bureau of the State Department; John Holdridge, Senior
Staff Member on the National Security Council; and
Winston Lord, Senior Staff Assistant to Dr. Kissinger.
Also accompanying President Nixon are 22 members
of the unofficial party, as well as technical personnel
and the press corps.

Greeting President Nixon and his party at the air-
port were Chou En-lai, Premier of the State Council;
Yeh Chien-ying, Vice-Chairman of the Military Com-
mission; Li Hsien-nien, Vice-Premier of the State Coun-
cil, and his wife Madame Lin Chia-mei; Kuo Mo-jo,
Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress; Chi Peng-fei, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, and his wife Madame Hsu Han-ping; Wu
Teh, Vice-Chairman of the Peking Municipal Revolu-
tionary Committee; and others.

Also present at Peking Airport were Members
of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress; a member of the Standing Committee of the
National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference; and leading members of gov-
ernment departments, the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army, the Peking Municipal Revolutionary Committee
and other organizations concerned.

Premier Chou En-lai and other Chinese leaders

shook hands with President and Mrs. Nixon and the

others in welcome when they stepped down from the
plane.

Peking Airport flew the national flags of China and
the United States. The band played the national an-
thems of the United States and China. President Nixon,
accompanied by Premier Chou En-lai, reviewed a guard
of honour made up of men of the ground, naval and
air forces of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army.

President and Mrs. Nixon and others, accompanied
by Premier Chou En-laj and others, drove to the Guest
House.

Madame Teng Ying-chao, wife of Premier Chou
En-lai, and Madame Yu Li-chun, wife of N.P.C. Stand-
ing Committee Vice-Chairman Kuo Mo-jo, greected
President and Mrs. Nixon at the Guest House.

Chiao Kuan-hua, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Chang Wen-chin, Director of the Department of West
European, American and Australian Affairs, and
Wang Hai-jung, Deputy Director of the Protocol Depart-
ment, of the Foreign Ministry, and others went to
Shanghai to meet President and Mrs. Nixon and accom-
panied them to Peking.

Talks Held

Premier Chou En-lai held talks with President
Nixon the afternocon of the latter’s arrival.

Taking part in the talks on the U.S. side were
William P. Rogers, Henry A. Kissinger, Ronald L. Zie-
gler, Marshall Green, John A. Scali, Alfred le
S. Jenkins, John Holdridge, Winston Lord, Miss Ju-
lienne N. Pineau, and Charles W. Freeman, Jr., State
Department Interpreter.

Taking part in the talks on the Chinese side were
Yeh Chien-ying, Li Hsien-nien, Chi Peng-fei, Chiao
Kuan-hua, and leading members and staff members of
departments concerned Hsiung Hsiang-hui, Chang Wen-
chin, Han Hsu, Wang Hai-jung, Peng Hua, Chien Ta-
yung and others.

Premier Chou Gives Banquet

Premier Chou En-lai gave a banquet in the banquet
hall of the Great Hall of the People on the evening of
February 21 to welcome the President and Mrs. Nixon.

Peking Review, Nos. 7-8
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Accompanied by Premier Chou, President Nixon reviews the guard of honour made up of men of the ground,
naval and air forces of the Chinese People's Liberation Army.

Premier Chou En-lai and others with President and Mrs. Nixon, members of the official parly and the un-
official parly.

The national flags of the United States and China
hung in the banquet hall. The banquet began with the
band playing the national anthems of the United States
and China. Premier Chou En-lai and President Nixon
proposed toasts at the banquet (for full texts of their
toasts see pp. 8-9). The band played Chinese and
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American songs, including Sailing the Seas Depends on
the Helmsman and America the Beautiful.

Attending on invitation were the members of the
official party William P. Rogers, Henry A. Kissinger,
H.R. Haldeman, Ronald L. Ziegler, Brent Scowcroft,
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Marshall Green, Dwight L. Chapin, John A. Secali,
Patrick J. Buchanan, Miss Rose Mary Woods, Alfred le
S, Jenkins, John Holdridge, and Winston Lord; the
members of the unofficial party; and the technical per-
sonnel, the press corps and the plane crew accompany-
ing President Nixon on his visit.

Present were Yeh Chien-ying, Li Hsien-nien and
his wife, Kuo Mo-jo, Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, Vice-
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress, Fu Tso-yi, Vice-Chairman of the
Naotional Comnittee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, Chi Peng-fei and his wife,
Chiao Kuan-hua, and Wu Teh.

Prior to the banquet, Premier Chou En-lai and
other Chinese leaders met President and Mrs. Nixon
and members of the official party, the unofficial
party, the technical personnel, the press corps and the
plane crew accompanying President Nixon on his visit,
and had photographs taken with them separately.

Also present ai the banquet were:

Leading members of Chinese government depart-
ments, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army, the Pe-
king Municipal Revolutionary Committee and news
organizations in the Chinese capital Pai Hsiang-kuo, Li
Yao-wen, Han Nien-lung, Ma Wen-po, Hsiao Ching-
kuang, Peng Shao-hui, Kuang Jen-nung, Liu Hsien-

At Banquet Welcoming President Nixon

chuan, Li Chen, Yu Sang, Chen Mu-hua, Chien Cheng-
ying, Wang Meng, Wu Chung, Fu Hao, Hsiung Hsiang-
hui, Chang Chi-chih, Shih Shao-hua, Liu Chien-kung,
Lu Ying, Ting Chiao, Yen Chun, Shen Kuang, Yang
Teh-chung, Ma Jen-hui, Ting Kuo-yu, Chai Cheng-wen,
Chang Wen-chin, Han Hsu, Wang Hai-jung, Ko Po-nien,
Peng Hua, Wang Chen, Chang Tsan-ming, Wang Tung,
Chih Chun and Hsieh Ching-yi;

Members of the N.P.C. Standing Committee Hsieh
Fu-min, Pei Shih-chang, Hua Lo-keng, Chi Fang, Chu
Ko-chen, Lin Chiao-chih, Hu Yu-chih and Lo Shu-
chang;

Members of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference Chou Pei-yuan, Chu Yun-shan,
Liu Fei, Liu Wen-hui, and Jung Yi-jen; Members of
the C.P.P.C.C. National Committee Feng Yu-lan, Tu
Yu-ming and Cheng Tung-kuo; and well-known per-
sonage Cheng Szu-yuan; and

Personages from wvarious circles Wu Chieh-ping,
Wu Huan-hsing, Chu Fu-tang, Sung Cheng-lien, Wang
Yeh-chiu, Hsia Nai, Chien Wei-chang, Li Cheng-li, Yu
Hui-yung, Liu Ching-tang, Hsueh Ching-hua, Li Teh-
lun, Tan Yuan-shou, Hao Liang, Tu Chin-fang, Yuan
Shih-hai, Li Hsi-fan, Hsieh Tieh-li, Liu Chun-hua, Ku
Yuan, Sung Chung, Chuang Tse-tung, Lin Hui-ching,
Li Fu-jung, Cheng Min-chih, Ni Chih-chin, Wang Wei-
chien, Yin Hsi-nan and Tang Hsien-hu.

Premier Chou’s Toast

Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Comrades and Friends,

First of all, I have the pleasure on behalf of
Chairman Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Government
to extend our welcome to Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon
and to our other American guests.

I also wish to take this opportunity to extend on
behalf of the Chinese people cordial greetings to the
American people on the other side of the great ocean.

President Nixon's visit to our country at the invita-
tion of the Chinese Government provides the leaders of
the two countries with an opportunity of meeting in
person to seek the normalization of relations between
the two countries and also to exchange views on ques-
tions of concern to the two sides. This is a positive move
in conformity with the desire of the Chinese and Amer-
ican peoples and an event unprecedented in the his-
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tory of the relations between China and the United
States.

The American people are a great people. The
Chinese people are a great people. The peoples of our
two countries have always been friendly to each other.
But owing to reasons known to all, contacts between
the two peoples were suspended for over twenty years.
Now, through the common efforts of China and the
United States, the gate to friendly contacts has finally
been opened. At the present time it has become a strong
desire of the Chinese and American peoples to promote
the normalization of relations between the two coun-
tries and work for the relaxation of tension. The peo-
ple, and the people alone, are the motive force in the
making of world history. We are confident that the
day will surely come when this common desire of our
two peoples will be realized.

The social systems of China and the United States
are fundamentally different, and there exist great dif-
ferences between the Chinese Government and the

Peking Review, Nos. 7-8



United States Government. However, these differences
should not hinder China and the United States from
establishing normal state relations on the basis of the
Five Principles of mutual respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-inter-
ference in each other’s internal affairs, equality and
mutual benefit, and peaceful coexistence; still less
should they lead to war. As early as 1955 the Chinese
Government publicly stated that the Chinese people do
not want to have a war with the United States and that
the Chinese Government is willing to sit down and
enter into negotiations with the United States Govern-
ment. This is a policy which we have pursued consis-
tently. We have taken note of the fact that in his speech
before setting out for China President Nixon on his part
said that “what we must do is to find a way to see that

we can have differences without being enemies in war.
We hope that, through a frank exchange of views be-
tween our two sides to gain a clearer notion of our dif-
ferences and make efforts to find common ground, a
new start can be made in the relations between our two
countries.

In conclusion, I propose a toast
to the health of Mr. President and Mrs. Nixon,
to the health of our other American guests,

to the health of all our friends and comrades
present, and

to the friendship between the Chinese and American
peoples!

President Nixon’s Toast

Mr, Prime Minister and all of your distinguished guests
this evening:

On behalf of all of your American guests, I wish
to thank you for the incomparable hospitality for which
the Chinese people are justly famous throughout the
world. I particularly want to pay tribute, not only to
those who prepared the magnificent dinner, but also
to those who have provided the splendid music. Never
have I heard American music played better in a foreign
land.

Mr. Prime Minister, I wish to thank you for your
very gracious and eloquent remarks. At this very mo-
ment, through the wonder of telecommunications, more
people are seeing and hearing what we say than on any
other such occasion in the whole history of the world.
Yet, what we say here will not be long remembered.
What we do here can change the world.

As you said in your toast, the Chinese people are
a great people, the American people are a great people.
If our two people are enemies the future of this world
we share together is dark indeed. But if we can find
common ground to work together, the chance for world
peace is immeasurably increased.

In the spirit of frankness which I hope will charac-
terize our talks this week, let us recognize at the outset
these points: We have at times in the past been ene-
mies. We have great differences today, What brings
us together is that we have common interests which
transcend those differences, As we discuss our differ-
ences, neither of us will compromise our principles. But
while we cannot close the gulf between us, we can try
to bridge it so that we may be able to talk across it.

So, let us, in these next five days, start a leng
march together, not in lockstep, but on different roads
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leading to the same goal, the goal of building a world
structure of peace and justice in which all may stand
together with equal dignity and in which each nation,
large or small, has a right to determine its own form of
government, free of outside interference or domination.
The world watches. The world listens. The world
waits to see what we will do. What is the world? In
a personal sense, I think of my eldest daughter whose
birthday is today. As I think of her, I think of all the
children in the world, in Asia, in Africa, in Europe, in
the Americas, most of whom were born since the date
of the foundation of the People’s Republic of China.

What legacy shall we leave our children? Are they
destined to die for the hatreds which have plagued the
old world, or are they destined to live because we had
the vision to build a new world?

There is ne reason for us to be enemies, Neither of
us seeks the territory of the other; neither of us seeks
domination over the other, neither of us seeks to
stretch out our hands and rule the world.

Chairman Mao has written, “So many deeds cry
out to be done, and always urgently; The world rolls
on, Time presses. Ten thousand years are too long,
Seize the day, seize the hour!”

This is the hour. This is the day for our two peo-
ples to rise to the heights of greatness which can build
a new and a better world.

In that spirit, I ask all of you present to join me
in raising your glasses to Chairman Mao, to Prime
Minister Chou, and to the friendship of the Chinese and
American people which can lead to friendship and peace
for all people in the world.



Studying Marxist Works

Restudying “A Single Spark Can Start
A Prairie Fire”

ODAY when socialist revolution and socialist con-

struction in China are forging ahead and when the
revolutionary struggle of the world’s people is advanc-
ing, we are tremendously inspired by restudying our
great leader Chairman Mao’s A Single Spark Can Start
a Prairie Fire. The development of history has proved
that Chairman Mao’s correct line reflects the objective
law of the Chinese revolution and all the erroneous
lines that have appeared run counter to this law.
Chairman Mao’s thesis that “a single spark can start
a prairie fire” is a Marxist-Leninist scientific foresight
and revolutionary truth, and it will always inspire us
to advance triumphantly along Chairman Mao’s correct
line.

Correct Analysis of Revolutionary Situation

A Single Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire was a
well-known letter written by Chairman Mao in the
early stage of the Second Revolutionary Civil War
(1927-37) in criticism of pessimistic ideas in the Party.
Following the defeat of the momentous revolution in
1927, the revolution was temporarily at a low ebb
throughout the country. At this crucial juncture, there
was in the Party an extremely intense struggle between
the two lines centring around the basie question of how
to appraise the revolutionary situation and future and
what road the Chinese revolution should take.

Frightened to death by Chiang Kai-shek’s bloody
massacre, the Right capitulationists represented by
Chen Tu-hsiu were pessimistic about the future of the
revolution. Raving that China's democratic revolution
had ended and that the proletariat could only wait for
some future day to stage a “socialist revolution,” they
slid from capitulationism to liquidationism. The “Left”
pulschists represented by Chu Chiu-pai, on the other
hand, refused to admit that the great revolution had
{ailed and, mistakenly regarding China’s revolutionary
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by the Writing Group of the Yunnan Provincial
Committee of the Communist Party of China

situation as a “permanent upsurge,” tried to organize,
with the big cities as the centres, a series of local up-
risings which had no prospect of success. If the “Left”
or Right opportunist lines had been followed, the result
could only have been the end of the Chinese revolution.
With fearless proletarian revolutionary spirit, Chair-
man Mao waged a tit-for-tat struggle against the
opportunist lines of Chen Tu-hsiu and Chu Chiu-pai
and opened the way to victory for the Chinese
revolution.

Lenin, great teacher of the revolution, pointed
out: “Marxism requires of us a strictly exact and
objectively verifiable analysis of the relations of classes
and of the concrete features peculiar to each historical
situation.” (Letters on Tactics.) Whether a correct ap-
praisal of the balance of class forces and of the situa-
tion in class struggle can be made or not is a precon-
dition of whether the correct line and policies can be
formulated and the proletarian revolution can be en-
sured to advance along the correct road. In A Single
Spark Can Start a Prairie Fire, Chairman Mao began
with the question of appraising the current situation.
Scientifically analysing the contradictions in Chi-
nese society and the situation in class struggle at that
time, Chairman Mao pointed out clearly that “the
counter-revolutionary tide had begun to ebb and the
revolutionary tide to rise again,” that the revolution-
ary force’s “growth is not only possible but indeed
inevitable,” and that “all China is littered with dry
faggots which will soon be aflame.” Though the
revolution was temporarily at a low ebb at that time,
Chairman Mao optimistically foresaw that the revolu-
tionary high tide would soon arrive. “It is like a ship
far out at sea whose mast-head can already be seen
from the shore; it is like the morning sun in the cast
whose shimmering rays are visible from a high moun-
tain top; it is like a child about to be born moving
restlessly in its mother’s womb.”
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