








wanted to consolidate their position and were anxious
to split the anti-Japanese front in China, did they not
dangle peace baits before the Kuomintang government
in the form of the proposal to withdraw their troops
from central and southern China on certain condi-
tions?

For some time now the Johnson Administration
has been most energetically waving olive branches and
has kept singing its old tunes of “unconditional dis-
cussions” and “peaceful settlement” while continuously
sending reinforcements to south Viet Nam and extend-
ing its bombing of north Viet Nam. Despite the
severe rebuffs rightly administered by the Vietnamese
Government and people, it has not abandoned hope but
is continuing to spread the story that “the window to
peace is still open”® and is talking of employing “‘all the
resources . . . of the United Nations” to “bring peace”.?
Why is the Johnson Administration so actively seeking
“peace”? To put it bluntly, it is because the U.S. war
of aggression in Viet Nam has exposed it to the strong
condemnation and opposition of the people of the whole
world, including also the American people, and because
the people’s war in south Viet Nam has battered the
U.S. imperialist colossus and reduced him to impotence.
It is this that compels the Johnson Administration to
resort to the trick of “peace negotiations” in order to
deceive the people, allay world opinion, sow discord
among the forces opposed to U.S. aggression and
weaken their morale, and so gain a breathing space
to consolidate its position and gather strength for still
bigger ventures.

We have pointed out long ago that every time the
U.S. imperialists sanctimoniously talk “peace”, they add
another faggot to the fire of their war of aggression in
Viet Nam and escalate the war another notch, and the
more loudly they talk it the bigger the flames of war.
While assiduously hatching peace frauds, the Johnson
Administration is hastening reinforcements to south
Viet Nam and continuously extending its bombing of
north Viet Nam. It is threatening the Vietnamese
people by saying that it will direct them to the con-
ference table by “death and desolation”.1® 1t is {threaten-
ing the Chinese people and the peoples of Scutheast
Asia by declaring that the United Stales is ready to
ficht an Asian war.
military provocations against the Chinese people and
blustering that “the idea of the sanctuary is dead”,!!
and has brazenly sent aircralt in harassing [lights over
Hainan Island and Yunnan Province. In the face of
such frenzied war acts and war blackmail, isn’t what
Johnson really means by ‘“peaceful settlement” clear
enough?

It is even indulging in open

In short, like the Japanese, German and Italian
fascists, the U.S. imperialists wear white gloves afler
slaughtering people in order to cover up their blood-
stained hands and hide their odious wolf-like features
with a Buddha’s mask. But their very actions belie
them. The more they attempt to hide their blood-
stained hands and wolfish teeth, the more they show
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themselves up for what they really are under the harsh
glare of daylight, and thus they serve as the best
teachers of the people by negative example. Thousands
of sanguinary lessons have taught a growing number
of people not to be duped. They have come to under-
stand that genuine peace can only be won by resolutely
carrying the struggle against U.S. imperialism through
to the end and by shattering its plans of aggression
and war.

Just as this U.S. imperialist trick was becoming
less and less elfeclive, the Khrushchov revisionists,
singing in chorus with the U.S. imperialists, came for-
ward with the proclamation that Johnson is “sensible”
and “reasonable”, that the United States is willing to
seek a peacelul solution of the Viet Nam question, that
help should be given to the United States to find an
honourable way outf, and so on and so forth. They
spare no efforts to embellish U.S. imperialism and help
the Johnson Administration to dupe the people. This
is a most shameful betrayal of Marxism-Leninism, of
the fraternal countries and the people of the world.
But the U.S. imperialist lies have long been exploded.
Of what avail can the help of a handful of Khrushchov
revisionists be to the U.S. imperialists? If these re-
visionists keep on offering such help, they will only
further expose themselves as renegades and go on serv-
ing as teachers by negative example for the people of
the world.

The Khrushchov revisionists are a mere handful of
people; they are seriously alienated from the people
of their own country and of the world, who constitute
over 90 per cent of the population of their country or
the world. Their emergence is a bad thing which has
brought temporary losses to the revolutionary cause of
the people of the world. But it has educated the peo-
ple by negative example, sharpened their vigilance,
helped to enhance their political consciousness and
powerfully promoted the great revolutionary unity of
the pcople of the world. 1t is therefore also a good
thing. However much trouble the Khrushchov revi-
sionists may stir up, this cannot change the situation in
which the East wind is prevailing over the West wind
or stcm the world tide of people’s revolution; inevitably,
U.S. imperialism will be utterly defeated!

In commemorating the great victory of the War of
Resistance Against Japan, we must carry on and de-
velop the revolutionary tradition of our Party and
army, strengthen our preparations to resist U.S. impe-
rialist aggression and give still more effective support
to the Vietnamese and other peoples in their struggles
against U.S. imperialism,

U.S. imperialism is doing nothing but evil and is
commitling error after error; its days are numbered.
But it is the strongest of the imperialist powers; it
will not reconcile itself to defeat, still less give up
altogether. At present it is accelerating the escalation
of its war of aggression in Viet Nam and keeps on
shouting about spreading the war to China. This is
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simply an expression of desperate recklessness in the
face of heavy defeats in Viet Nam and other parts af
the world. It is possible that U.S. imperialism may
go mad in trying to save itself from its doom; we must
take this into full account and make preparations
against its expansion of the war of aggression in Viet
Nam and against any war it may impose on us.

A thousand and one things need to be done in
preparation, but the most important and most funda-
mental thing of all is to hold high the great red banner
of Mao Tse-lung’s thought and to make preparations
in all fields for a people’s war in accordance with
Comrade Mao Tse-lung's theory of people’s war. The
people throughout the country are now unfolding a
vigorous mass movement to study the works of Chair-
man Mao, and in reality this is the basic measure by
which to arm oursclves with Marxism-Leninism and
ensure the success of all our work, including the task
of preparing for war. Comrade Lin Piao’s article pub-
lished in the press today provides us with a good text-
book on Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s theory of people’s
war. There is therefore no need for me to dwell on
this.

Now I would like to discuss in greater detail the
question of inheriting and carrying forward our rcv-
olutionary tradition. Doing this successfully is an im-
portant guarantee for the thorough deleat of U.S.
imperialism.

What is the revolutionary tradition of our Party
and army? It is what people often call the Chingkang-
shan tradition, the old Red Army tradition, the Yenan
tradition, the old Eighth Route Army tradition or the
People’s Liberation Army tradition. It is the revolu-
tionary tradition which was established by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung during the Chingkangshan struggles when
he built the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army and
which was continuously enriched and developed in the
subsecquent twenty-two years of people’s revolutionary
wars. It is also the tradition of the “Three-Eight Work-
ing Style” and of “democracy in the three main fields”
repeatedly siressed by Comrade Lin Piao in recent
years, and the tradition of “giving first place to polit-
ies” and of the “Four Firsts” recently formulated by
Comrade Lin Piao. In recent years, the main purpose
of the whole people in diligently learning from the
Liberation Army has been precisely to further popu-
larize and develop this revolulionary tradition of our
Party.

This tradition is the concentrated expression of
the fine working style and noble qualities which were
gradually developed by the Chinese people under the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party in the
course of protracted revolutionary wars. It is exiremely
rich in content and its primary and fundamental point
is the revolutionary spirit, which means closely inte-
grating oneself with the people and serving them
wholeheartedly, devoting onesclf to others without any
thought of self, concerning oneself solely with the
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supreme interests of the people and the revolution, and
regarding it as the greatest happiness to devote one-
self to the cause of the people’s liberation. Imbued
with this spirit, one will show superlative heroism and
face death with equanimity; in revolutionary struggle
one will not fear hardships but take pride in them;
one will give full play to his initiative, creativeness,
talents and wisdom; one will overcome any unhealthy
tendencies and be able correctly to understand and
exccule the Party’s policics and decisions, surmount
onc difficulty after another and advance {rom victory
to victory in revolutionary war or other revolutionary
work. If a person is imbued with this {radition, he
will be most courageous, intelligent and resourceful.
If an armed unit has this tradition, it will be a unit
which is most militant and staunch, most {lexible and
invincible.

Thanks to this revolutionary tradition, we defeated
the Japanese imperialists and the Kuomintang reac-
tionaries in the past. In future, we shall rely on the
same tradition thoroughly to defeat the U.S. imperial-
isls and any reactionaries who dare to unleash a war
against us. Now that the U.S. imperialists are stepping
up their preparations to expand the war, it is more
necessary than ever for us to be soberly aware of the
warlike character of U.S. imperialism, to be mentally
prepared for all cmergencies, to remember our old days
of hardship, to encourage and develop the spirit of the
ycars of revolutionary war, the dauntless spirit with
which our men worked hard and fought bravely and
with which they were afraid neither of hardship nor of
death. The imperialists and reactionaries invariably
try to subdue the revolutionary people by subjecting
them to hardship and death. And the reason why the
Chinese people and the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army can defeat all its enemies instead of being over-
powered by them is that, having been taught by the
Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
they posscss this thoroughly revolutionary spirit, fear-
ing neither hardship nor death. For the sake of rev-
olution, they are afraid of neither hardship nor death.
What else on earth is there to be afraid of? What on
earth can overpower us? Is there any miracle beyond
our reach?

The imperialists have always conquered other
countrics and maintained their rule by killing people.
They are armed to the teeth and have all the machinery
for slaughter. Whoever is afraid of death when con-
fronted by imperialist aircraft, artillery and atom
bombs, whoever submits to the threat of death, has no
alternative but to surrender to the enemy. In that case,
how would it be possible to speak of national liberation
or people’s emancipation?

At the start of the War of Resistance, the weapons
and eqguipment of Japanese imperialism were many
{imes greater than ours, and the disparity was
such as is rare in military history. Relying on their
military superiority, the Japanese imperialists launched
thousands of inhuman “mopping-up’” campaigns against
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our anti-Japanese base areas, operated the ultra-bar-
barous policy of “burn all, loot all and kill all”, and
created barren “lands with not a living soul”. In a word,
they tried to cow the Chinese people with the threat of
“death”. But through their protracted war against ag-
gression, the Chinese people came to realize the truth
that liberation involves bloodshed and death. Blood-
shed and death can only be curtailed by not being
afraid of them. It is only through the sacrifice of the
blood and lives of the few that the vast majority can
avoid the sacrifice of their blood and lives.

Taught by the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
and tempered in revolutionary wars, the Chinese peo-
ple have f[oslered collective heroism so that, imbued
with this spirit, one will go through fire and water and
even face death unflinchingly for the liberation of his
motherland, the people and all mankind. The Five
Heroes of the Langya Mountain in the War of Resis-
tance are fine examples of such revolutionary heroism.
This tradition was carried forward in the War of
Liberation, the War to Resist America and Aid Korea
and, more recently, in the struggle to defend the air
space, territorial waters and borders of our mother-
land and in the counter-attack on the Sino-Indian bord-
er made in self-defence. In these struggles there have
emerged heroes and heroines such as Liu Hu-lan, Tung
Tsun-jui, Huang Chi-kuang, Yang Ken-szu, An Yeh-
min, Tu Feng-jui, Lo Kuang-hsieh and Szumayimai-
maiti, such as Chen Tai-fu whom people call a living
Huang Chi-kuang, and such as Wu Yuan-ming who
stood .his ground at the head of the Che-jao bridge
without vielding an inch in the face of provocatlions
and encirclement by scores of Indian troops. In the
course of our socialist revelution and construction
there have emerged heroic and exemplary figures such
as Lei Feng, Hsiang Hsiu-li, Ouyang Hai, Hsieh Chen
and Hsu Hsueh-hui. They are among the noblest of
our sons and daughters, and their spirit of self-sacrifice
for the revolutionary causc will for ever remain worthy
of emulation.

‘The imperialists create difficullies for the people
who resist their aggression not only by killing but also
by imposing an economic blockade and by destructions
through war; in these ways the imperialists {ry to
make survival impossible for the pcople so as to make
them submit in the end. This was what the Japanese
imperialists did to the people and the armed forces
resisting them. And this is what the U.S. imperialists
are trying to do to us today. If we lack backbone, if
we cannot stand hardships and the test of privation, we
cannot possibly win victory in our wars against ag-
gression.

During the War of Resistance, our difficultics were
indeed immense, since we faced pincer attacks and
blockades both by the Japanese imperialists and by the
Kuomintang reactionaries, and had to keep on fighting
without any external material aid. In the most difficult
stages we had a great scarcity of food and clothing. But
in response to the call made by the Ceniral Committee
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6f the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the people
and the army in the anti-Japanese base areas resolutely
fought the difficulties and showed the same dauntless
spirit as did the Red Armymen when they climbed
snow-clad mountains and crossed marshlands on the
Long March. Responsible comrades and ordinary per-
sonnel, cadres and soldiers, the army and the people
all ate chaff or wild herbs and co-operated in reclaiming
wasteland, and everyone vied to be the first to endure
any hardship and the last to enjoy himself, What was
the result? The enemy’s blockade and the material
difficulties did not conquer us; we conquered the dif-
ficulties and vanquished the enemy. This tradition of
sirenuous struggle amidst difficulties is our revolution-
ary heritage. It has been carried forward and de-
veloped since our nation-wide victory. For more than
ten years, the “Good Eighth Company on the Nanking
Road” firmly resisted contamination by bourgeois ideas
of all types and maintained the true quality of the
working people and the revolutionary army. Bringing
into full play the spirit of self-reliance and of strenuous
struggle amidst difficulties, the Taching oilfield and the
Tachai brigade achieved great successes and set up
model examples in the fields of industrial and agricul-
tural construction. These are all new developments of
the same revolutionary tradition. . The spirit in which
they maintain and develop the revolutionary tradition
of our Party and army in new historical conditions is
worthy of being vigorously encouraged and spread on all
the fronts of our socialist revolution and construction.

Holding high the great red banner of Mao Tse-
tung’s thought, the 650 million Chinese people are de-
termined to carry the revolution through to the end,
fearing neither hardship nor death, daring to fight and
to win and showing proficiency in fighting and skill in
achieving victory. Thus no difficulty can daunt us and
no force can overpower us. It is easier to move a
mountain than to move the Chinese people! The im-
perialist-reactionary dream of enslaving the Chinese
people afresh will be shattered.

We are firmly convinced that, taught by the Chi-
nese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung and
guided by the Party’s correct Marxist-Leninist line,
the Chinese people will undoubtedly be able to carry
on and develop the spirit of thoroughgoing revolution
and the glorious tradition of strenuous struggle amidst
difficulties, and adopt all the effective measures needed
to ensure that our impregnable state will never
degenerate, will successfully carry on the socialist rev-
olution and construction, help the other peoples’ revolu-
tionary movements to overthrow imperialism and its
lackeys, and guarantee the future transition from so-
cialism to communism.

Comrades and friends! At the present time, U.S.
imperialism is pressing forward with its counter-rev-
olutionary global strategy for world hegemony and is
intensifying its war of aggression against the Viet-
namese people. We must once again warn the Johnson
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Administration that we the Chinese people are firm
and unshakable in our policy of supporting other peo-
ples’ struggles against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys
and aiding the Vietnamese people in their struggle to
resist U.S. aggression and save their country. We have
been so in the past and the present, and will remain so
in the future, till the U.S. aggressors withdraw lock,
stock and barrel from south Viet Nam and the other
foreign territories they have invaded and occupied.

U.S. imperialism has always set itsell against the
Chinese people, It is now still occupying China’s ter-
ritory of Taiwan by force. We will definitely liberate
Taiwan and fulfil the sacred cause of reunifying our
motherland.

We Chinese people love peace but we have never
been afraid of war. If U.S. imperialism insists on im-
posing war on us, there is nothing terrifying about
that. The more men it throws in, the better — whether
by air, by sea or by land, whether in tens of thousands,
hundreds of thousands or millions. And if it chooses to
dispatch all its troops, that will be better still. We will
wipe them out if they come; the more they come, the
more we will wipe out; if the whole lot of them come,
we will wipe out the whole lot. The U.S. aggressors
have already become irretrievably bogged down in
south Viet Nam by a war of the cntire people. If U.S.
imperialism should dare to send its troops to invade
China, the fate awailing it can be none other than com-
plete destruction.

U.S. imperialism is trying to use the handful of
Japanese fascist forces to revive Japanese militarism as
an instrument for launching new wars in the East.
On their part, the fascist forces in Japan are vainly
seeking resurrection with the support of U.S. imperial-
ism in order to stage a comeback, set themselves against
the Chinese and the other Asian peoples and renew
their old dream of a “Greater East Asia Co-prosperity
Sphere”. But all this is wishful thinking. Today, China
is already a great socialist country; a number of coun-
tries in Asia are victoriously waging revolutionary
struggles against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys; the
great Japanese people have awakened as never before
and launched angry campaigns against the U.S. policy
of aggression and the resurgence of militarism. In
these circumstances, if the U.S. imperialists and the
Japanese reactionaries persist in forcing the Japanese
people to be cannon-fodder for aggression, the only
possible result will be the speedy emergence of an in-
dependent, free and new Japan that will have com-
pletely shaken off U.S. military occupation.

Comrades and friends! Already in the initial period
of the War of Resistance, Comrade Mao Tse-tung
pointed out:

Our war is sacred and just, it is progressive and
its aim is peace. The aim is peace not just in one
country but throughout the world, not just temporary
but perpetual peace. To achieve this aim we must
wage a life-and-death struggle, be prepared for any
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sacrifice, persevere to the end and never stop short
of the goal. However great the sacrifice and however
long the time needed to attain it, a new world of
perpetual peace and brightness already lies clearly
before us. Our faith in waging this war is based upon
the new China and the new world of perpetual pcace
and brightness for which we are striving.12

After eight years of war, the Chinese people, acting on
Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s instructions, defeated the
Japanese imperialists who had subjected them to
bullying and aggression for so long, and thus made an
important contribution to the World Anti-Fascist War.
Today, if U.S. imperialism dares to launch a war of
aggression against China, the Chinese people will un-
questionably be able thoroughly to defeat the U.S.
aggressors and make a new contribution to still greater
victories in the cause of world peace, national libera-
tion, people’s democracy and socialism by co-operating
with the other peoples of the world in thoroughly de-
feating U.S. imperialism, ihe most ferocious common
enemy of the people of the world, and its lackeys.
Victory is certain to go to the Chinese people! Victory
is certain to go to all the oppressed peoples and nations!

Long live the great unily of the people of the world
against U.S. imperialism!

Long live the great Chinese people!
Long live the great People’s Republic of China!

Long live the great, glorious and correct Chinese
Communist Party!

Long live our great leader Chairman Mao Tse-lung!
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