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Round the Week 

The Chinese Communist Party's 
40th Birthday 

F o r t y  years  ago, on J u l y  1, 1921, 

t w e l v e  people  me% secre t ly  in  a two-  

s tor ied house  on Wangch ih  Road,  

Shangha i .  A m o n g  t h e m  w e r e  Mao 

Tse- tung,  T u n g  Pi -wu,  Chen Tan-ch iu  

and  Ho Shu-heng .  T h e y  w e r e  the  

de lega tes  e lected by the  c o m m u n i s t  

g roups  tha t  had  been  f o r m e d  in va r ious  

par t s  of the count ry .  T h o u g h  they  rep-  

r e sen ted  only  some 50 P a r t y  m e m b e r s  

t h r o u g h o u t  China,  the  mee t ing  was  his-  

toric. It f ounded  the  C o m m u n i s t  Pa r ty  

of China,  adopted  its f i rs t  Cons t i tu t ion  

and elected its f i rs t  P a r t y  centre .  The  

b i r th  of the  P a r t y  ushe red  in t r e m e n -  

dous changes  wh ich  cu lmina ted  in 

the  emanc ipa t ion  of a q u a r t e r  of 

the  wor ld ' s  popula t ion  f r o m  the  reac-  

t i ona ry  ru l e  of  imper ia l i sm,  f euda l i sm 

and bureaucra t -cap i t a l i sm,  the  found-  
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ing of the people 's  republic and the 
firm establishment of the socialist 
system on this land. 

Last week on the occasion of its 40th 
bir thday the people looked back with 
satisfaction on the great  achievements 
and victories they have won over  the 
years under  the guidance of the Par ty  
and Chairman Mao Tse-tung, their  
great leader;  they looked ahead with 
confidence to the bright  future  which 
their  energetic efforts in socialist con- 
struction assure them. The mood of 
the nation was powerful ly  reflected at 
the grand anniversary ral ly held in Pe- 
king on the eve of the b i r thday of 
the Par ty  which now has a member -  
ship of m6re than  17 million. 

Grand Rally on the Eve 

More than 10,000 people packed the 
Great  Hall of the People. They gave  
a tremendous ovation to Chai rman Mao 
Tse-tung, Vice-Chairmen Liu Shao-chi, 
Chou En-lai and Chu Teh, General  Sec- 
re tary  Teng Hsiao-ping of the Cen- 
tral  Commit tee  of the Chinese Com- 
munist  Party,  and Soong Ching Ling 
and Tung Pi-wu, Vice-Chairmen of the 
People's Republic of China and other 
leaders as they mounted  the f lower-  
decked rostrum. 

Comrade Chou En-lai declared the 
meeting open. The whole audi tor ium 
stood for the playing of the Interna- 
t~onale. 

Comrade Liu Shao-chi gave the main 
address. It  was punctuated by en- 
thusiastic applause. He pointed out 
that  "the for ty years since the founding 
of the Communist  Pa r ty  of China have  
been years during which our Pa r ty  has 
led the people of the whole country  in 
heroic struggles and in achieving great  
victories, years during which Marxism-  
Leninism has been spread widely in 
China and has  won great  victories." 

During those years, Liu Shao-chi said, 
the Chinese Communist  Par ty,  together 
with the Chinese people, had accom- 
plished two impor tan t  things. First, 
the people's democratic revolution was 
carried out in China, the react ionary 
rule of imperialism, feudal ism and 
bureaucrat-capi tal ism over thrown and 
the People's Republic of China 
established. Second, the socialist rev-  
olution and socialist construction 
was being carried out in the coun- 
try. The socialist revolution had been 
basically completed and immense suc- 
cesses achieved in socialist construction. 

He said: "I t  is a great  event in the 
history of the development  of Marxism-  
Leninism tha t  in a large country with 
a populat ion of 650 million, under  the 
leadership of the Communis t  Par ty  of 
China, the people's democrat ic  revolu-  
tion has won complete victory, the so- 
cialist revolution has won decisive vic- 
tory  and socialist construction has won 
initial v ic tory."  

Recalling the for ty  years '  his tory of 
the Chinese Communis t  Party,  Com- 
rade  Liu Shao-chi said, "The  historical 
facts of for ty  years  have  proved that  
the Communis t  Par ty  of China is a 
great,  glorious and correct Marxist-  
Leninist political par ty ."  

The history of the Party,  he con- 
tinued, is the his tory of the ever  closer 
integrat ion of the universal  t ru th  of 
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete 
practice of the Chinese revolution. 
"In every historical period of our 
Par ty ,"  he  pointed out, "i t  has 
been the leader of our Party,  Com- 
rade Mao Tse-tung, who has stood 
at the very  foref ront  and who has 
been the most  able in integrat ing 
the universal  t ru th  of Marxism-  
Leninism with the concrete practice of 
China." 

The Three Red Banners  

Comrade Liu Shao-chi then dealt  in 
detail  with the rich experiences 
obtained in the revolution and con- 
struction in China in the past  for ty  
years  and emphasized the significance 
of the general line for  building social- 
ism laid down by Chai rman Mao and 
the Central  Commit tee  of the Chinese 
Communis t  Par ty  and the great  
achievements  made by  the Chinese 
people in implement ing the general 
line. 

"The basic significance of the general  
line," Liu Shao-chi pointed out, "is to 
utilize to the m a x i m u m  the enormous 
potential i ty of the socialist system for 
developing the productive forces of the 
society, to mobilize all the positive 
factors, to unite with all the forces that  
can be united with, to put  into effect 
the series of policies of 'walking on two 
legs,' to develop our national economy 
in a planned and proport ionate  way  
and at high speed so that  our country  
can change at a comparat ively  fast  
ra te  f rom a backward  into an advanced 
coUntry." 

After  ment ioning the great  achieve- 
ments  made by  the Chinese people 
under the three red b a n n e r s - - t h e  

general line, the big leap forward and 
the people 's  commune,  he said, "The 
facts have proved that  it is absolutely 
r ight  and entirely necessary for the 
Communis t  Pa r ty  of China and the 
Chinese people to hold high the three 
red banners ."  

Recalling the progress of China's rev- 
olution and construction, Liu Shao- 
chi pointed out that  it was  inseparably 
linked with the great  uni ty of the whole 
people. In all our undertakings the 
fundamenta l  guarantee  for victory is 
this great  uni ty under  the leadership 
of the Party.  

The Vice-Chairman of the Chinese 
Communis t  Pa r ty  then called on all the 
member s  of the Par ty  to launch a new 
campaign of s tudy to raise their ideolo- 
gical and political level further.  The 
p r imary  purpose  of the campaign, he 
pointed out, was  to help all Par ty  
cadres fur ther  to understand and grasp 
the objective laws of China's socialist 
construction, so that  socialism could be 
built  in China with more,  faster, bet ter  
and more  economical results. 

Unity  wi th  the People  of the World 

In his speech Comrade Liu Shao-chi 
also stressed the importance of unity 
with the people of the rest of the world. 
He said that  the Par ty  not only shares 
the life and lot of the Chinese people, 
but has always held tha t  C~ina's rev-  
olution and construction are a part  of 
the people 's  revolut ionary movement  
throughout  the world and a par t  of the 
world socialist cause. The Chinese 
Pa r ty  and the Chinese people con- 
sistently uphold the principle of link- 
ing proletar ian internat ional ism with 
patr io t ism and are f i rmly united with 
the people of the whole world. 

"In our revolut ion and construction 
we have received assistance f rom the 
Soviet Union and other  socialist coun- 
tries, and we also have received 
sympa thy  and support  f rom the work-  
ing people of the world and the pro- 
gressive forces in all countries. At the 
same time, the Chinese people, too, by 
their  exert ions and struggles, support  
all the progressive and just  causes of 
the people of the world. Such interna- 
tionalist mutua l  support  and solidarity 
is of ex t remely  great  importance for 
the t r iumph of our common cause." 

Turning to China's foreign policy he 
peinted out: "Since the founding of the 
People 's  Republic of China, the basic 
policy of our international  relations has 
been: to develop relations of friend- 
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ship, mutual  assistance and co-opera- 
tion with the Soviet Union and the 
other fraternal socialist countries, to 
strive for peaceful coexistence with 
countries of different social systems on 
the basis of the Five Principles and to 
oppose the imperialist policies of ag- 
gression and war; to support the rev- 
olutionary struggles of all oppressed 
peoples and nations against imperialism 
and colonialism. This is the general 
line of our foreign policy." 

After pointing out that imperialism 
and colonialism were heading towards 
their doom, Liu Shao-chi said, "The 
situation of the East wind prevailing 
over the West wind is already per- 
fectly clear. The victory of socialism, 
of national liberation, of democracy and 
of world peace is irresistible." 

Forces  That  Make  His tory  

Concluding his speech Liu Shao-chi 
pointed out: "International experience 
and the experience of China are con- 
tinually proving this t ruth of Marxism- 
Leninism: the forces of the people are 
the really great force that makes the 
history of mankind. In the last 
analysis, the forces of the people are 
invincible, the will of the people is ir- 
resistible. With the forces of the peo- 
ple united as o n e  and under correct 
leadership, there are no difficulties 
that cannot be surmounted, no obsta- 
cles that can hinder our victorious ad- 
vance." 

Comrade 
speech was 
thunderous 

Liu Shao-chi's one-hour 
frequently interrupted by 
applause. 

Deafening applauses also greeted Ho 
Hsiang-ning, Chairman of the Revolu- 
tionary Committee of the Kuomintang, 
when she came to the speaker's stand 
to read a message of greetings to the 
Central Committee of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party and Chairman Mao Tse- 
tung. The joint message was signed 
by leaders of the democratic parties, 
democrats without party affiliations, 
and the All-China Federation of In- 
dustry and Commerce. 

Leaders of the democratic parties, 
non-party democrats and the industrial 
and commercial federation then went 
to shake hands with Chairman Mao 
and other leaders of the Communist  
Par ty  amidst the joyous strains of 
Socialism Is Good. 

Comrade Chou En-lai made a brief 
speech. He thanked the friends of 
the Chinese Communist  Par ty  for 

their greetings and thanked the 
Communist  Par ty  of the Soviet 
Union and other Communist  and 
Workers '  Parties for their cables and 
letters of greetings to the Chinese 
Party, and the many comrades of fra- 
ternal Parties and the diplomatic en- 
voys of the socialist countries to China 
for their presence at the rally. 

"The people of our country and 
foreign friends have expressed earnest 
expectations of our Party, which is a 
very great inspiration to us. We must 
continue to unite with the people of 
all nationalities in China and unite 
with the people of the world and forge 
ahead together to strive for new and 
greater successes in the cause of so- 
cialism, communism, world peace and 
the progress of mankind." 

Blowing trumpets and beating 
drums, over 800 Young Pioneers 
marched in six columns to the rostrum 
to present glowing bouquets of flowers 
to the leaders of the Party and the 
state. 

Other  Celebrat ion  Act iv i t i e s  

Celebration meetings were held in 
the provinces, autonomous regions and 
cities throughout the country. 

In Shanghai, where the First Par ty  
Congress was held, 8,000 people at- 
tended a commemorative meeting. In 
his speech at the meeting Ko Ching- 
shih, First Secretary of Shanghai 's 
Par ty  Committee, said that "the his- 
tory of the past forty years has proved 
that our Par ty  has lived up to the 
trust of the people. These forty years 
have powerfully shown that the Com- 
munist Par ty  is the only force which 
can rally the Chinese people and lead 
them to achieve their emancipation." 
He called on all Par ty  members in 
Shanghai to study Marxism-Leninism 
and Chairman Mao's works conscien- 
tiously and improve their style of 
work. 

Local Par ty  and government leaders, 
members of the democratic parties, 
representatives of the people's organi- 
zations, outstanding workers and peas- 
ants, scientists and educators and 
members of other professions attend- 
ed these meetings. Experts f r o m  the 
fraternal Parties who are helping so- 
cialist construction in China and 
friends from other countries also took 
part  in the celebrations. 

On July 1, Peking's Museum of the 
Chinese Revolution was opened to the 

public. The majestic building on the 
eastern flank of Tien An Men Square, 
opposite the Great Hall of the People, 
houses more than 3,600 exhibits spell- 
ing out a vivid record of a century of 
heroic struggle of the Chinese people 
and their triumphs achieved under 
the leadership of the Chinese Com- 
munist  Par ty  and Chairman Mao Tse- 
tung. 

The exhibits include documents, pic- 
tures, relics, paintings and sculptures 
depicting various stages of the revolu- 
t ionary struggle from the Opium War 
(1840) to the founding of the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China in 1949. The 
opening of the Museum is a major 
event in the political and cultural life 
of the capital. 

Theatres and cinemas all over the 
country featured special programmes 
in honour of the Party 's  birthday. A 
set of special commemorative stamps 
was issued by the post office. 

Throughout last week newspapers 
all over the coLtntry featured articles 
commemorating the occasion, memoirs 
about various episodes of the revolu- 
tion written by those who took part  
in the struggles of the past and stories 
of martyrs  who gave their lives so 
that the revolution might advance. 

Greeting the Party 's  birthday Ren° 
min R~bao wrote: "A socialist system 
under which no man exploits another 
and which betore was only an ideal 
is now a reality in China. Old China 
scarred by untold suffering has been 
transformed into a flourishing New 
China. We have accomplished great 
things never before attempted by our 
forefathers, and we shall accomplish 
still greater things. Ours is a great 
cause. The future before us is bound- 
lessly bright and we are invincible. So 
long as we stand closely united with the 
whole people, unite closely with the 
people of the world, and work vigor- 
ously, we will certainly succeed in 
building our country into a strong so- 
c ial ist  country with a modern industry, 
a modern agriculture and a modern 
science and culture." 

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e  

Nos. 26 and 27 of Peking Review 
have been combined into a special 
issue to bring readers a full and 
timely report about the celebrations 
of the 40th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Chinese Communist Party. 
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Speech Delivered at the Meeting in Celebration 
Of the 40th Anniversary of the Founding of 

The Communist Party of China 
by LIU SHAO-CHI 

Following is the lull text of the speech made by Liu 
Shao-chi, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, at the Peking rally held on 
June 30, 196I, to celebrate the 40th birthday oJ the 
Party. ~ Ed'. 

Comrades and Friends, 

We are gathered here today to celebrate, the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of the Communist  Par ty  of 
China. 

The forty years since the founding of the Communist  
Party of China have been years during which our Par ty  
has led the people of the whole country in heroic 
struggles and in achieving great victories, years during 
which Marxism-Leninism has been spread widely in 
China and has won great victories. (Enthusiastic applause.) 

Before the founding of the Communist  Par ty  of 
China the Chinese people waged a long struggle against 
imperialism and fet/da!ism; with f~esh forces always 
stepping forward as others fell, a struggle that  moves us 
to song and tearsi' However, they never attained genuine 
victory. It was not until Marxism-Leninism spread to 
China following the Great October Socialist Revolution 
in Russia that the Chinese people found the best theoret- 
ical weapon for their emancipation. The Communist  
Party of China wielded this weapon and formulated the 
correct objectives, policies and methods for the struggle 
to liberate the Chinese people. From then on the march 
of the Chinese people from victory to victory has been 
irresistible. (Applause.) 

During these forty years the Communist  Par ty  of 
China, together with the Chinese people, has accomplished 
a great deal. To sum up, what  has been accomplished 
consists mainly of two important  things: 

First, we carried out the people's democratic revolu- 
tion in China. Because of its weakness the Chinese na- 
tional bourgeoisie could not lead China's bourgeois-demo- 
cratic revolution to victory. The responsibility of leading 
this revolution had to be shouldered by the proletariat. 
For a very long time many people tried to establish in 
China the system of a bourgeois republic, but  all these 
attempts ended in bankruptcy. In China, if a republic 
was to be set up, it had to be a people's democratic re- 
public under the leadership of the working class and 
based on the worker-peasant alliance. Our Par ty  united 
the people of the whole country and after twenty-eight 
years, from 1921 to 1949, finally overthrew the reaction- 

ary rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capi- 
talism and established the People's Republic of China. 
(Applause.) 

Second, we have been carrying out the socialist rev- 
olution and socialist construction in China. We have been 
doing this for the past twelve years and we are con- 
tinuing to do it. The founding of the People's Republic 
of China marked the beginning of the transition from the 
democratic to the socialist revolution. The Chinese peo- 
ple's democratic state power is in essence the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. In the past 12 years we have basi- 
cally completed the socialist revolution and in socialist 
construction have achieved immense successes. A very 
long time is still required to build China into a great 
socialist country with modern industry, modern agricul- 
ture, and modern science and culture. And a longer his- 
torical period is required to realize the transition from 
socialism to communism. Nevertheless, anyone  can see 
that the socialist social system is already established in 
this great land of China a n d  that China is no longer a 
stagnant country but is forging ahead vigorously. 
(Applause.) 

I T is a great event in the history of the development of 
Marxism-Leninism that in a large country with a popu- 

lation of 650 million, under the leadership of the Com- 
munist Par ty  of China, the people's democratic revolution 
has won complete victory, the socialist revolution has 
won decisive victory and socialist construction has won 
initial victory. Both before and after the October Rev- 
olution Lenin many times predicted that the Chinese 
revolution and the revolutions in other Asian countries 
would exert a profound and far-reaching influence on the 
course of human history. His prediction has begun to 
come true. Undoubtedly, the victory of the Chinese rev- 
olution has changed to a certain degree the international 
balance of forces in favour of the people of the world and 
against imperialism and all the reactionaries. This vic- 
tory has therefore been welcomed by the working people 
and peace-loving people the world over. It  has also in- 
curred the enmity of the imperialists, the reactionaries of 
various countries and the Yugoslav revisionist group. 
The imperialists, the reactionaries of various countries and 
the Yugoslav revisionist group have been and are cursing 
us venomously and will go on doing so. This is inevitable 
and not surprising. But it will not harm us in the 
slightest. 

The historical facts of forty years have proved that 
the Communist Par ty  of China is a great, glorious and 
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correct Marxis t -  Leninist 
political party. (Prolonged, 
enthusiastic applause.) It 
has been unswerving in its 
loyalty to the interests of 
the Chinese people and of 
the Chinese nation. It has 
never bent nor flinched be- 
fore domestic or foreign 
enemies. It has led the 
Chinese people to great 
victories and will lead them 
to still greater victories. 
(Enthusiastic applause.) 

As we look back over 
the forty years of history, 
we pay high tribute to our 
glorious martyrs  to the 
c a u s e  of communism, 
martyrs  to the cause of the 
liberation of the Chinese 
people. Among them were 
many members of the 
Communist Party, many working people and many per- 
sons outside the Party. In the struggle they gave their 
last drop of blood and sacrificed their lives. They will live 
in our hearts for ever! 

Comrade Liu Shao-chi addressing the anniversary meeting 

T HE history of the Communist  Par ty  of China is the his- 
tory of the ever closer integration of the universal truth 

of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the 
Chinese revolution. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has said, 
"The victories of the revolution and construction in our 
country are all victories of Marxism-Leninism. The ideo- 
logical principle consistently followed by our Par ty  is to 
link closely the theory of Marxism-Leninism and the prac- 
tice of the Chinese revolution." 

In every historical period of our Par ty  it has been the 
leader of our Party, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, who has stood 
at the very forefront and who has been the most able in 
integrating the universal t ruth of Marxism-Leninism with 
the concrete practice of China. (Prolonged, stormy 
applause.) 

Confronted with the extreme complexity of the Chi- 
nese revolution, Comrade Mao Tse-tung correctly posed 
and resolved a series of theoretical and tactical problems, 
thus enabling the Chinese revolution to steer clear of one 
shoal after another and to capture one position after an- 
other. 

Proceeding from a concrete analysis of the classes in 
Chinese society, Comrade Mao Tse-tung charted the his- 
torical course of the Chinese revolution. He pointed out 
that  the Chinese revolution must advance in two steps, 
t h e  first was the people's democratic revolution and the 
second, the socialist revolution. 

The enemies of China's democratic revolution were 
imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism and they 
were very powerful. But the latent revolutionary strength 
of the Chinese people was even more powerful. The 
peasantry constituted the overwhelming majority of the 
population of our country. By forming a solid worker-  

peasant alliance with the broad masses of peasants and 
by uniting on the basis of this alliance with the various 
nationalities and the people of all revolutionary strata, the 
Chinese working class was able to defeat these powerful 
enemies. Comrade Mao Tse-tung correctly resolved the 
problems of the peasant movement,  armed struggle, the 
united front and the building of the Party;  these were the 
most fundamental  problems of China's democratic rev- 
olution. 

During most of the twenty-eight  long years of our 
country 's  democratic revolution, our Party 's  leadership 
was correct  In certain periods, however, some right 
and some "left" errors were committed. The most se- 
rious of these were the right opportunist error of Chen 
Tu-hsiu in 1927 and the third "left" dogmatist error of 
1931 to 1934 under the leadership of Comrade Wang Ming. 
These errors all violated what  Comrade Mao Tse-tung cor- 
rectly advocated and they inflicted losses on the Party 
and the cause of the people's revolution. The many ex- 
periences, positive and negative, that  were accumulated 
by our Par ty  in its struggle educated the whole Par ty  and 
raised the level of political consciousness of the comrades. 
Under the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Par ty  
overcame both the right and the "left" errors. The 
Tsunyi Meeting of January  1935 established Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung's leadership throughout the Party. From 
then on, our revolutionary cause proceeded much more 
smoothly. (Applause.) 

The rectification movement  launched in the Party in 
1942, which lasted more than three years, gave the cadres 
of the whole Par ty  a profound education, and they learnt 
more about how to integrate the universal truth of 
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chi- 
nese revolution. The general line and the various specific 
policies of the ParLy came to be really understood by the 
overwhelming majority of the Party 's  cadres. The style 
of linking oneself with the masses, of making investiga- 
tions and studies and of seeking truth from facts became 
the unified style of the Party. Consequently, at the 
Seventh Congress of the Par ty  in 1945, the whole Party 
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attained unprecedented unity under the banner  of Mao 
Tse-tung's thinking. This ensured that our Par ty  could 
lead the masses of the people of the whole country cor- 
rectly, and, after the conclusion of the War of Resistance 
Against Japan, could succeed in the great People's War of 
Liberation and thus speedily win complete victory in the 
people's democratic revolution. (Applause.) 

On the occasion of the 28th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Communist  Par ty  of China, Comrade Mao Tse- 
tung published his well-known article, "On the People's 
Democratic Dictatorship." This article explained the 
titanic changes that had taken place since Chinese pro- 
gressives adopted the proletarian world outlook as the 
instrument for studying a nation's destiny. The article 
summed up our basic experience in the period of the 
democratic revolution. At the same time, on the basis 
of the specific conditions of our country, it pointed out 
the fundamental  road for the transition from the demo- 
cratic to the socialist revolution. 

After the establishment of the People's Republic of 
China we carried out anti-feudal land reform in the newly 
liberated areas and at the same time we waged great 
struggles to suppress counter-revolutionaries and to resist 
U.S. aggression and aid Korea; thereby we cleared the 
way for the socialist revolution and for socialist construc- 
tion in our country. 

G UIDED by the general line and the various specific 
policies for the period of transition to socialism which 

were laid down by the Par ty 's  Central Committee headed 
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, our socialist revolution may 
be said to have proceeded comparatively rapidly and 
smoothly. 

On the socialist transformation of agriculture: We 
applied Lenin's theory of the worker-peasant  alliance 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat and his theory of 
agricultural co-operation; we summed up the experience 
we gained in our revolutionary base areas in the move- 
ment for agricultural mutual  aid and co-operation; and in 
accordance with the concrete conditions of our country 
after liberation, we relied on the poor peasants and lower 
middle peasants, united firmly with the rest of the mid- 
dle peasantry, used various transitional forms and thus 
enabled our agriculture to change from an individual 
economy to a socialist collective economy. 

On the socialist t ransformation of the industry and 
commerce of the national bourgeoisie: We applied Marx's 
idea that in certain conditions the proletariat may adopt 
a policy of buying out the bourgeoisie and applied Lenin's 
ideas concerning the policy of state capitalism under pro- 
letarian dictatorship; we summed up our Party 's  experi- 
ence of its industrial and commercial policies in the rev- 
olutionary base areas; and in accordance with the con- 
crete conditions of our country after liberation, we car- 
ried out the combined policy of utilizing, restricting and 
transforming capitalist industry and commerce and used 
various forms of state capitalism, ranging from the lower 
to the higher, in order to achieve this transformation. 

In the course of executing the principles and policies 
just mentioned, the Central Committee of the Par ty  cor- 
rected in good time certain right and "left" deviations 
which occurred. Meanwhile, in various movements we 

constantly summed up our experiences and formulated a 
whole set of specific policies that were needed to put into 
effect the general line for socialist transformation. The 
result was that the more than 500 million peasants led by 
the working class took the road of socialism in not too 
long a period of time and in circumstances where agricul- 
ture was not yet mechanized. Moreover, this promoted 
the socialist transformation of individual handicrafts and 
of capitalist industry and commerce. 

The struggle as between the socialist and the capital- 
ist road has not ended with the basic completion of the 
socialist revolution in the ownership of the means of pro- 
duction, and especially on the political and ideological 
fronts this struggle will go on for a long time. In 1957, 
the socialist revolution in our country won a decisive vic- 
tory on the political and ideological fronts. We should 
follow the directive Comrade Mao Tse-tung set forth in 
his article, "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions 
Within the Ranks of the People," draw a sharp line be- 
tween two fundamental ly different kinds of contradic- 
t i o n s -  those between the enemy and ourselves and those 
within the ranks of the p e o p l e - - a n d  adopt different 
methods for resolving continuously the two different kinds 
of contradictions that arise in the course of the struggle 
between the two roads. Except in the case of enemies, 
over whom dictatorship must be exercised, we must reso- 
lutely carry out the policy of "proceed from the desire for 
unity, distinguish between right and wrong through crit- 
icism or struggle, and arrive at new unity on a new basis" 
in order to resolve the contradictions within the ranks of 
the people. 

During the period of socialist transformation, our 
Par ty  based itself on the policy put forward by Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung for carrying out socialist construction side 
by side with socialist t ransformation and achieved great 
success in the field of national economic construction, a 
success without parallel in Chinese history. 

C OMRADE Mao Tse-tung and the Central Committee of 
our Par ty  applied the Marxist-Leninist theory on so- 

cialist construction, drew on the experiences of the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries in construction, and on 
the basis of our experience in carrying out the First Five- 
Year Plan formulated the general line for China's socialist 
cons t ruc t i on - - the  general line of going all out, aiming 
high and achieving more, faster, better and more eco- 
nomical results in building socialism. (Applause.) 

What is the basic significance of this general line? It 
is to utilize to the maximum the enormous potentiality of 
the socialist system for developing the productive forces 
of society, to mobilize all the positive factors, to unite with 
all the forces that can be united with, to put into effect 
the series of policies of "walking on two legs," to develop 
our national economy in a planned and proportionate way 
and at high speed so that our country can change at a com- 
paratively fast rate from a backward into an advanced 
country. (Applause.) 

Today our country is still economically backward. 
Imperialism continues to bully us. The people of our 
country urgently demand an end to this backwardness. 
There is not the slightest doubt that our Party 's  general 
line for socialist construction conforms to the aspirations 
of the whole people. (Applause.) 
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